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[Mpenuncnosue asTopa

B nipeaucioBuu K mepBoMy U3IaHUIO 3TO KHUTHU 5T TOBO-
PWJI, UTO YYBCTBA, KOTOPHIE Sl UCTIBITHIBAIO, 3aKOHYMB padoTy,
MeIIaloT MHE OTCTYIUTh OT Hee Ha TOCTaTOYHO OOJIbIIOEe pac-
CTOSTHME Y OTHECTHCD K CBOEMY TPYIY C XJIATHOKPOBUEM, Ka-
KOro TpeOyIoT momoOHbIe ouIIalbHble IpeaBapeHus. Moii
WHTepecC K Heil ObIT HACTOJIBKO CBEX M CWJICH, a Cepille Ha-
CTOJIBKO Pa3phIBAJIOCh MEX PaZioCThIO U CKOPOBIO — PaioCThIO
JIOCTUKEHMST TaBHO HAMEUEHHOM 11eJ11, CKOPOBIO pa3iyKu CO
MHOTMMM CITYyTHUKAMM W TOBapuIllaMU, — YTO I OIacacs,
KaK Obl He 00PEMEHUTh YUTATESI CIMIITKOM JOBEPUTEIbHBIMU
COOOIIEHUSIMU M KACAIOIIUMMCS TOJIBKO MEHS OTHOTO 3MO-
LHUSIMU.

Bce, uTO 51 MOT OBI CKa3aTh O JAHHOM TTOBECTBOBAHUM T10-
MMMO 3TOTO, s TTOTBITAJICS CKa3aTh B HEM CaMOM.

Bo3MmoxkHO, ynTaTeno He CAUIIKOM JIFOOOIIBITHO OYyIeT
y3HaTh, KaK TPYCTHO OTKJIAJbIBATh Mepo, KOTAa JBYXJIETHSIS
paboTta BooOpaxkeHUsI 3aBeplIeHa; WX YTO aBTOPY UyAMUTCS,
OyaITO OH OTITyCKaeT B CyMpauHbIif MUP YaCTHUILy CaMOTo ceosl,
KOTJIa TOJITIA KU BBIX CYIIIECTB, CO3AAaHHBIX CUJIOIO €r0 yMa, Ha-
BEKH YXOIMT MPpoub. Y TeM He MeHee MHe Hevero K 3ToMY MpH-
6aBUTh; Pa3Be TOJLKO CIEIOBAIO OBI eIlle TPU3HATHCS (XOTS,
MTOXaJyi, 3TO M HE CTOJIb YK CYIIIECTBEHHO), YTO HU OIVH Ye-
JIOBEK He CITOCOOeH, YuTasi 3Ty UCTOPUIO, BEPUTh B Hee 00JIb-
11e, YeM BepuJI s, Korja rucail ee.

CkazaHHOE BBIIIIE B TAKOW MEpe COXpaHSIET CBOIO CUJTY
M CEeroNlHsI, YTO MHE OCTaeTCsl CleaTh YMTATENIO JUIIb ellle
OJIHO AOBEPUTEIbHOE COO0IIeHNe. 13 BceX MOMX KHUT 51 00J1b-



4 111e Bcero 000 3Ty. MHe JIeTKO MOBEpSIT, eClu

s1 CKaXy, UTO OTHOLIYCh KaK HEXHBIN OTell KO BCEM
JIeTSIM Moeii (haHTa3MM U YTO HUKTO U HUKOTJA He JIIOOWUIT 3Ty
CeMbIO TaK ropsiyo, Kak Joosmio ee si. Ho ectb onuH peGeHoK,
KOTOPbI MHE OCOOEHHO I0POT, 1, TOA0OHO MHOTMM HEXKHBIM
OTLIaM, § JIeJICIO €ro B INIyOoUalIMX TallHMKaX CBOEro ceplia.
Ero ums — «JlpBun Konmnepouiay.



[nasal
S hosieasiroch Ha ceem

CraHy 711 s repoeM MOBECTBOBAHUS O CBOEI COOCTBEHHOI
SKU3HU, UYL 3TO MECTO 3aiiMeT KTO-HUOYIb APYTOil — MOJIKHBI
nokasaThb Toceaylue crpaHulibl. Hauny pacckas o Moeit
JKM3HM C CAaMOTO Hayaja U CKaxy, 4TO sl POOWJICS B MSATHUILY
B IBEHAIaTh YaCOB HOYM (TaK MHE COOOILWIU, U 51 3TOMY
Beplo). bbl1o 0TMeueHO, YTO MOt MepBbIi KPUK COBIAJ C Tep-
BbIM Y/IapOM 4acoB.

ITpuauMasi Bo BHUMaHME JeHb U YaC MOETO POXIEHMUSI,
cHUIesIKa MOei MaTepy U KOe-KaKue YMyIpeHHBIE OMbITOM CO-
CEIIKM, MATABILIME XUBEUILIMIA UHTEPEC KO MHE 32 MHOT'O MECS -
1LIeB JI0 HAIIETO JIMYHOTO 3HAKOMCTBA, OOBSIBWIM, BO-TIEPBbIX,
YTO MHE TMPEOIpeae/IeHO UCHbITaTh B KU3HU HECUYACThS U,
BO-BTOPbIX, YTO MHE JaHa MPUBWJIETUS BUACTh MPUBUICHUS
U JTyXOB; 110 UX MHEHUIO, BCE 37I0CYACTHBIE MJIAICHIIBI MY>KCKO-
IO Y XEHCKOTO I10J1a, POAUBLIKECS B IATHULLY OKOJIO TTOJIYHO-
41, HEM30EXKHO IOIyJaloT 00a 3TU Japa.

MHe He3aueM OocTaHaBIMBAThCS 3/1€Ch Ha TEPBOM TIpei-
CKa3aHuU, MO0 caMa UCTOPUSI MOEH XKU3HU JIydllle BCEro Mnoka-
JKEeT, cObUTIOCh OHO Uan HeT. O BTOPOM MpeacKa3aHUU s MOTY
TOJIBKO 3asIBUTh, YTO €CJI S HE MPOMOTAJ ATOM YaCTU MOETO
HacJIe[ICTBa B MJIaIEHYECTBE, TO, CTAJIO ObITh, €11e HE BCTYIUI
BO BJIafieHMe e10. BripoueM, JIMIIMBIINCH CBOEI COOCTBEHHO-
CTHU, 51 OTHIONb HE XaJIylOCh, 1, €CJIM B HACTOSIIIIEE BPEMST OHA
HaXOJUTCS B APYTUX PyKax, 51 OT BCEH AYIIU XKeato BIaAebIly
COXPaHUTH ee.

A ponuics B COpoUKe, U B Ta3eTax MOSBUIOCH OObSIBIIE-
HHUE O ee Ipojaxe 1o AelleBKe — 3a NnaTHaauaTth rudeit. Ho



6 JIM00 B TY MOPY Y MOPSIKOB ObLJIO MaJjio AEHET, 100
MaJio BE€pPbl U OHU MPEANOUYUTAIN MPOOKOBbIE MOSI-

ca, — sl He 3Hal0; MHE U3BECTHO TOJILKO, UTO MOCTYITHJIO OJTHO-
€IMHCTBEHHOE MPEeIJI0XEHUE OT HEKOEro XoAaTas 1o nejam,
CBSI3aHHOTO C OMPXXEBBIMU MaKjepaMu, KOTOPbIi Tpeiarai
nBa yHTa HAIMYHBIMU (HaMepeBasiCh OCTAIbHOE BO3MECTUTh
XepecoM), HO 1aTh OOJIbIIIE, U TEM CaMbIM ITPEIOXPaHUTh CeOsT
OT OITACHOCTU YTOHYTh, He Tloxkenan. Beaen 3a cum oObsiBie-
HUIi OOJIbllIe HE JaBaju, COUTS UX IMYCTON TpaToii JeHer, —
YTO KacaeTcs Xepeca, ToO Mosi OelHast MaTh paclipojaBaa To-
IJ1a CBOI COOCTBEHHBII Xepec, — a AeCATh JIET CITyCTSI COpoUKa
ObL1a pa3birpaHa B HAIIMX KpasiX B JIOTEPEE MEXIY MSIThIOJIE-
CSIThIO YUaCTHUKAMM, BHECILIMMU T10 TIOJIKPOHBI, TIPUYEM BbI-
WUrpaBIIMA TOKEH ObLT JOTUIATUTH MSTh INWJUIMHIOB. £ cam
TPY 3TOM MIPUCYTCTBOBAJ U, TPUTIOMUHAIO, UCTIBITHIBAJ HEKO-
TOPYIO HEJIOBKOCTb M CMYIIIEHUE, BUJISI, KaK PACTIOPSIKAIOTCS
4yacTblo MeHsI camoro. IToMHuUTCS, copouyka Oblla BhIMTpaHa
CTapou Jeau ¢ MaJIeHbKOM KOP3MHOYKOM, U3 KOTOPO OHa
BechbMa HEOXOTHO U3BJIEKJIa TPeOyeMbIe TATh ITUJUIMHIOB MO-
HETaMM 10 MOJINEHHU, He JOTUIATUB MPY 3TOM JIBYX C [1OJOBU-
HO1 IIEHCOB; OBLIO ITOTPaYeHO HeEMaIo BpeMeH! Ha Oe3yCIiel-
HbIE TIOTBITKM JO0Ka3aTh €l 3TO apu(METUUYECKUM ITyTEM.
B Hammx kpasix nosiro euie OyayT BCIIOMUHATH TOT MpUMeYa-
TeJbHBIN (DaKT, UYTO OHA U B CAMOM JIeJie He YTOHYJIa, a TOpXKe-
CTBEHHO TTOYMJIa NeBSIHOCTA JIBYX JIET B CBOEH COOCTBEHHOM
noctenn. Kak MHe paccka3blBaji, OHA 10 TTOCIEIHUX THEM
0COOEHHO ropAnJiach M XBacTajla TeM, YTO HUKOTIa He OblBasia
Ha BOJIE, pa3Be YTO TMPOXOIMJIAa TI0 MOCTY, a 3a YallIKOH 4yaio
(K KOTOpOMY THTaJIa IPUCTPACTHE) OHA J0 MOCIEIHETO B30~
Xa MOHOCHUJIAa HEYECTUBBIX MOPSIKOB U BCeX BOOOILIE JIOACH,
KOTOPbIE CAMOHAJIESTHHO KOJIECST 1O CBeTy. TIIETHO BTOJIKO-
BBIBAJIM €ii, YTO 3TOMY TTPEIOCYAUTEIIBHOMY O0BIUa0 MbI 0051~
3aHbl MHOTMMU MPUSTHBIMU BE1LIAMU, BKJIIOYasl, MOXKET ObITh,
u yaenutue. OHa oTBevasa eile 6oJjiee IHEPruIecKu U C MoJ-
HOW BEPOW B CUJLY CBOETO BO3PAXKEHUS:

— He 6ynem Konecuts!

J1aObl 1 MHE HE KOJIECUTh, BO3BPAIlaloCh K MOEMY POXKIE-
HUIO.

A ponmiics B rpaderBe Cyddonk, B baanmepcrone wiam
«IJIe-TO MoOAU30CcTU», KaK roBopsT B Illotnanouu. Pooumncs



s 1ocsie cMepTy oTla. [71a3a Moero oTlia 3aKpbLIUCH 32 7
IIECTh MECSIIEB 10 TOTO JIHS, KAK MOU PACKPBLUIUCH

¥ yBUIeIU cBeT. [laxke Terepb MHE CTpaHHO, YTO OH HUKOTAA
MEHS He BUJIEJ, U ellle 0osiee CTPAaHHBIM MHE KaXXeTcs TO Ty-
MaHHO€ BOCIIOMWHAHUE, KAKOE COXPAHUJIOCH Y MEHSI C PAHHETO
JIETCTBA, O ero OeJ10il HaArPOOHOI TUIUTE Ha KJTAIOUIIIE U O UyB-
CTBE HEBBIPA3UMOI XKaJI0CTH, KOTOPYIO 51, ObIBAJIO, UCTIBITHIBAJT
MPY MBICJIW, YTO 3Ta IJIMTA JIEXKUT TaM OfiHA TEMHBIMU Beuepa-
MM, KOT/Ia B Halllell MaJICHbKOI TOCTUHOM TbLTaeT KAMUH U TO-
PAT CBEeUM, a JBEPU HAILIero JoMa 3arepThl Ha K04 U Ha 3a-
COB, — UHOI pa3 MHE YyWJIOCh B 3TOM YTO-TO KECTOKOE.

Terka moero oTLIa, a cTaI0 OBITH, MOSI IBOIOPOIHAs 0a0Ka,
0 KOTOpOI1 OyIET elle peub BIiepeau, Oblia caMoil 3HAUUTE Tb-
HOI1 repcoHoii B Halel cembe. Mucc TpotByn, wiu mucc bet-
cU, KaKk Ha3blBaJla ee MOsI OelHasl MaTh, KOTIa eil Cly4aioch
MPEOa0JIeTh CBOIT CTpaxX Mepea 3TOM rPO3HOI 0COOO U yITOMSI-
HYTb O Heli (3TO Cilyyasloch penko), — Mucc beTcu BhlliLIa 3a-
My>K 32 YeJIoBeKa MOJIOXe ce0sl, KOTOPbIii ObLJT OYeHb KPACUB,
XOTSI K HEMY OTHIO/Ib HEJIb351 ObLJIO MPUMEHUTh HE3aMbICIOBa-
Ty10 MOroBopKy «Kpacus, KTo xopoii». He 6e3 ocHoBaHus 110-
JIO3peBajv, YTO OH MOKOJaurBal MUcC betcu u naxe npuHsiI
OIHAXIIBI, BO BPEeMsI CIIopa O JIOMAIIIHUX pacxojax, CPOUHbIe
U pelInTeIbHbIE MEPBI K TOMY, YTOOBI BBLIOPOCUTH €€ U3 OKHA
BTOpOTro 3Taxa. Takue NMpU3HaKW HEY>KMBUMBOIO XapakTepa
nooynuiu Mucc beTcu OTKynmuThCS OT HETO M paccTaThbesl MO
B3aMMHOMY corianieHnto. OH OTIPaBUIICSI CO CBOMM KaruTa-
JioM B IHnu10, e (eciv BepuThb Halllell yIMBUTEJIbHOMN ceMeii-
HOI JIeTeH 1e) BUJIEJIM, KaK OH pa3be3kall Ha CIOHE B OOIIECTBE
06abywrHa; s ke JyMaro, 4TO, BEPOSITHO, 3TO ObIJT 6a0y 1 Oery-
Ma. Kak Obl TaM HU ObLI0, JIET Yepe3 AeCsTh mpullia u3 Munuu
BeCTb 0 ero cmeptu. HUKTO He 3HaJ1, Kak TojieiicTBoBaia OHa
Ha MO0 6a0yIIKY: TOTYAC MTOCJIe pa3TyKu C HUM OHA CHOBA CTa-
JIa HOCUTBb CBOIO IEBUYBIO (haMUJTMIO, KyTTWJIA AAJIEKO OT HAIIUX
MECT, B JIEPEBYIIIKE HA MOPCKOM MOOEpexKbe, KOTTEIXK, Moce-
JIUJIACh TaM C OTHOM-eIMHCTBEHHOM CITy>KaHKOM 1, TIO CITyXaM,
>KWJ1a B TIOJTHOM YeTUHEHUH.

Kazkercs, Mot oTell ObUT KOTIa-TO €¢ JIIOOUMIIEM, HO €ro
JKEHUTH0A CMEpTeIbHO OCKOpOMIIa ee, MOTOMY UTO MOSI MaTh
OblIa «BOCKOBOI KyKiioii». OHa HUKOIIA He BUe/Ia MOeil Ma-
TEpH, HO 3HaJjia, YTO €M ellle He MCIOJHWUIOCH JBAAIATH JIeT.



8 Moii otenr u mucc beTcu Goibllie HUKOIIA HE BCTpe-

yaiuch. OH ObLT BABOE CTapllie MOEi MaTepu, Korna
JKEHUJICSl Ha Hell, M He OTJIMYaJICsl KpenKUM ciioxkeHueM. Crry-
CTSI TOJl OH YMEpP — Kak $1 yXe TOBOPWJI, 3a 111eCTh MECSIIEB 10
MOETO TIOSIBJIEHUST Ha CBeET.

TaxkoBo ObIJIO MOJIOXKEHUE JIe]T T/ BeYep B MSATHUILY, KO-
TOPYIO MHE, OBITH MOXET, IMO3BOJIUTEIBHO HA3BaTh 3HAMEHa-
TEJbHOM M UpeBaToit cOOBITUSIMU. BripoueM, 51 He nMelo paBa
YTBEPK/aTh, OYATO 3TH JieJla ObUIM MHE B TO BPEMsI U3BECTHBI
W OYITO ST COXPaHMII KAKOe-TO BOCIIOMMHAHUE, OCHOBAaHHOE
Ha CBUIETEJILCTBE MOMX COOCTBEHHBIX UYBCTB, O TOM, UTO TO-
cJe10Bao.

Most MaTh, YyBCTBYSI HEMOMOTaHKe, B ITyOOKOM YHBIHUU
cuzesia y KaMMHa, CKBO3b CJIe3bl CMOTpEJIa Ha OTOHb U TOPECTHO
PasMBIILISIIA O ce0e CaMOii M O JIMIIIMBILIEMCS OT1Ia MAJIEHBKOM
HE3HAaKOMIIE, Ybe MOSIBJICHUE Ha CBET, BeCbMa PaBHOIYITHBII
K €ro MpUOBITUIO, YK€ TOTOBbI ObLTU MPUBETCTBOBATH HECKOJIb-
KO TPOCCOB MPOPOYECKUX OYJIaBOK B SIIIIMKE KOMOJIA HABEPXY.
Htak, B TOT BETpeHbIi MapTOBCKUII IeHb MOSI MaTh Cuaea
y KaMUHa MPUTHUXIIAs U TTeYajibHasi U ¢ TOCKOIO AyMalia O TOM,
YTO €/Ba JIM OHA BBIAEPKUT OJIATOIONYYHO TMpeacTosiiee ei
WCTIBITAHUE; TIOIHSIB IJ1a3a, YTOOBI OCYIIIMTD CJIe3bl, OHA TTIOCMO-
Tpesia B OKHO W YBUeIa HE3HAKOMYIO JIeIU, UIYIIYIO 10 cay.

OHa B3IJIsSIHYJIa ellie pa3, ¥ €€ OXBaTWJIO MPeTIyBCTBUE, UYTO
510 Mucc bercu. Jlyum 3axosiiiero conHia, CKOJIb3si HaJ ca-
JIOBOI M3TOPOJIbIO, 03apsIM HE3HAKOMYIO JIeJU, a Ta 11eCTBO-
Bajia K JIBEPU, COXPAHsISl CYPOBYIO OCAaHKY M PELIUTETbHbII
BMI, KAK1E MOTJIA OBITh IPUCYIIU TOJIBKO Mucc betcu.

TTonoiins K moMy, OHa TIpeabsBUIIA e11Ie OHO J0Ka3aTesb-
CTBO B TOJIb3Y TAKOTO 3aKJtoueHusi. Moii oTell He pa3 JaBal
MOHSITh, YTO OHA PEIKO MOCTYMaeT KaK MPOCTbie CMEPTHBHIE;
U Terepb, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI TO3BOHUTD B KOJIOKOJIBYMK, OHA
MPUOIM3UIACH K YITOMSIHYTOMY OKHY U TaK KperkKo mpukaa
KOHYMK HOCa K CTEKJTy, UYTO OH B OJTHO MTHOBEHbE CTaJl COBCEM
MJIOCKUM U O€JIbIM, KaK YaCTEHbKO paccKas3biBajia MOTOM MOSI
OemHast MaTh.

OHa 710 TaKkoii CTereHU MCIyraja Moo MaTh, YTO, — Kak
s1 Bceraa ObLT yoexxaeH, — UMEeHHO Mucc bercu s u 00s13aH
CBOMM MOSIBIEHUEM Ha CBET B MSITHUILLY.



Mos mMaTh B BOJIHEHUM BCTaJla C Kpeca U OTCTY- 9
Muia 3a ero CIuHKY, B yroi. Mucc bercu MemieHHO
U JOTOIIHO 0003peBajia KOMHATYy, Ha4aB CO CTEHbI MPOTUB
OKHa, 1 Bpalllajia rjla3aMu, KaK rojoBa capaliiHa Ha ToJUTaH/I-
CKMX Yacax, MoKa B3IJIsI]l €€ He OCTAHOBWJICS Ha MOEI MaTepu.
Torna, Kak yegoBeK, MPUBBIKIINM ITOBEJEBaTh, OHA HAXMYPU-
JIaCh Y XXECTOM MPEIIOXKUIAa MOEI MaTepu MOUTU U OTKPBITh
nBepb. MaTh MMOBMHOBAACH.

— Muccuc Hasun Konnepdunn, ecau He owmubaroce? —
ckazana mucc bercu; ynapeHne Ha MOCIeTHUX CIOBaX BbI3bI-
BaJIOCh, OBITh MOXET, BIOBBUM TPAypOM MOE MaTepu U ee
COCTOSTHUEM.

— Jla, — c1abbIM roJIoCOM OTBETHUIa MOSI MaTh.

— Mucc TpoTByn, — OTpeKOMeH10Bajlach rocThsl. — Be-
POSITHO, BBl O HEl CJIbIILIATIN?

Mosg maTh OTBeTWIIa, UTO MMeJa 3TO yaoBOIbCTBUE. Ho
C CoXaJIeHUeM MOYYBCTBOBaJA, YTO €l Kak Oy/ATO HE yaalioch
BBIPA3UTh, CKOJIb BEJTMKO OBLIO 3TO YIOBOJbCTBUE.

— Temneps Bl ee BunuTe, — ckaszajia mucc bercu.

Most MaTh CKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY M TIOTIPOCHJIA €€ BOUTH.

OHU HaMpaBWIKCh B TOCTUHYIO, OTKYJa TOJIBKO YTO BbI-
11IJ1Ta MOSI MaTh, TaK Kak B JIy4Illeit KOMHATe, 0 IPYTYIO CTOPO-
HY KOpPUJIOpa, KAMUH He ObLI 3aTOIJIEH — €ro He TOMWJIU CO
ITHST TIOXOpOH Moero oTua. Korma oHn o6e ycenuch, a Mucc
bercu nponomxana MonmyaTh, MO MaTh, MOCJIE TIIETHBIX MO-
TBITOK yAepKaThCsl, 3aruiaKara.

— O, tuie, Tuie! — ObICTPO cKa3zajna mucc bercu. — He
Hapgo. [TonrHo, ToaHO!

OnHako MOS1 MaTh HUYETO HE MOTJIA Mo/ieSaTh U MPOI0JI-
JKajia IjiakaTh, TT0OKa He BbITUIaKasach.

— CHMUMUTE YeIuuK, OUTS Moe, — cKaszajia mucc ber-
cu, — faiiTe MHe MOCMOTPETh Ha Bac.

Mosg MaTh ciuiKoMm 0osiaach ee, YTOObI OTKA3aTh B 3TOM
CTpPaHHOI TPOCKOe, Maxe eciv Obl UMesla TaKoe HaMepeHUe.
[TosTOMYy OHa MOBMHOBAJIACH U CHSJIA YETTYMK, HO PYKM €€ Tak
JIPOZKaJIN, YTO BOJIOCHI (OHU Y Hee ObITM KPACUBBIE U TBIIITHBIE)
yIIQJIU €¥i Ha JIULIO.

— Tocnonu nommiyii! — BockimkHysna mucc bercu. — Jla
BBI €111 COBCEM peOeHOK!



10 HecoMmHeHHO, MOsT MaTh BBITJIsIIEIa OY€HD IOHO,

JaxKe I CBOMX JieT. bemHskKa ToHypuiIach, CJIOBHO
Obl1a B YeM-TO BUHOBATa, 1, BCXJIMIBIBasI, TIpOOOpPMOTAJIa, YToO,
HaBepHOe, y Hee CIUIIKOM PeOSUeCKUil BUI 17151 BAOBBI M YTO
OHa OI1acaeTcsl, He COXPAHUT JIM OHA TOT XKe PeOsUeCKUil BUI,
ceJIaBIINCh MaTePbiO, — €CJIM OCTaHeTCs B XKUBBIX. [Tocneno-
BaJIO MOJTYaHUE, U €l TOUYyIUII0Ch, OynTO MUcC beTcu KOocHY-
JIach ee BOJIOC, KOCHYJIach JJaCKOBO# pykoto. Ho, B3rIsHyB Ha
Hee ¢ poOKOI HamexXIoi, OHa yBUAea, YTO Ta CUIUT, TTOI0-
OpaB T0/101 TJIaThsl, CJIOXKMB PYKU HA OJHOM KOJICHE, a HOTU
MOCTAaBMB HAa KAMUHHYIO PEIETKY, U XMypO CMOTPUT Ha OTOHb.

— CkaxuTe Ha MIJIOCTD, IToyeMy [ pau€BHUK? — HEOXKM-
JaHHO Tpou3Hecia mucc bercu.

— BpbI roBopute 00 3TOM 10M€, CyaapbiHI? — OCBEAOMU-
JIJach MOST Marth.

— Tlouemy I'pauéBHnK? — moBTopwiia mucc bercu. — bo-
Jiee YMeCTHO ObUIO Obl Ha3BaTh €ro XapueBHs, eciau Obl y Bac
WJIW Y Balllero My>ka ObIIN 3IpaBble TIOHSITUS O XKU3HMU.

— Bro HazBaHue npunyman mucrep Konneppuim, —
cKazajia Most MaTh. — Korna oH KynuJji 1oM, eMy TOHPaBUJIOCh,
YTO B Cally €CThb IpayvM.

B 3Ty MUHYTY BedepHUIT BeTep BBI3BAJI TaKOe CMSATCHUE
Ccpeu BBICOKMX CTapbiX BSI30B B KOHIIE cala, YTO MOSI MaTh
1 Mucc bercu HEBOJIBHO MOCMOTPENU B OKHO. BsI3bI CKIIOHS -
JIUCh APYT K IPYTY, MOXOOHO BeJMKaHaM, KOTOPbIE IIETIOTOM
TeperoBaprBarOTCs O KaKMX-TO TaiiHaX, a MOCJIe HECKOJIbKUX
CEKYH[I 3aTUIIbsI IPUXOJISIT B CTPAIITHOE BOJTHEHUE U IMKO Pa3-
MaxuBaloT pyKaMu, KaK OyATO TOJIBKO YTO TIOBepeHHas TaiiHa
CJIMIIIKOM YKacHa M OHU He B CHJIaX COXPAHSITh CITOKONCTBHE
Jlyxa; MOCTpaJaBIIne OT HEMOrojibl, pacTperaHHble CTapble
rpayvHble THE3a, OTATYABIINE BEepXHHME BETBU, pacKauuBa-
JINCh, KaK 00JIOMKHU Pa30UTBIX CYIOB Ha OYPHBIX BOJTHAX.

— TI'me ntuib? — cripocuna mucc bercu.

— Ituus?..

Most MaTh yMaia COBCEM O IPYTOM.

— TI'paun? Kyna ouu neanucb? — cripocuiia mucc bercu.

— 3pech He ObLIO HY OJHOTO C TeX MOp, KaK MbI MOCEH-
JIUCh B 3TOM JIOMe, — OTBevayia Mosl MaTb. — MBI TyMaJu...
muctep Konmnepduin myman, 4ro 31ech 00JIbIION TpauéBHUK,
HO THe3/1a OYeHb CTapble, U MITUIILI TaBHO MX MTOKUHYJIU.



— VY3Haiw [puna Konnepdunmga!l — BOCKIMK- 11
Hyna mucc bercu. — [IaBun Konmepduia ¢ rooBs
1o 1iat! HaspiBaeT mom ['pau€BHMKOM, KOTaa ITOOIM30CTH HET
HU OJTHOTO I'paya, v yBepeH, OyATO B caLy IMOJTHO MTULL, TTOTOMY
YTO BUAUT THe3da!

— Muctep Konnepdunn ymep, 1 eciiu Bbl TocMeeTe ayp-
HO OT3BIBAThCSI O HEM TTPU MHE...

4 mymaro, 3T0 OBLT MOMEHT, KOTIa MOsI OeTHasl MaTh HaMe-
peBajiach NepeiT B HACTYIUIEHUE U BCTYIIUTh B 00if ¢ Moeit
0aby1IKoi1, KOTOpast IETKO MOIJIa CITIPaBUThCS C HE OMHON py-
KOM, Jaxe eciv Obl MOsI MaTh ObLjIa TOpa3ao Jy4Ille IOAr0TOB-
JIeHa K eIMHO0OPCTBY, 4eM B TOT Beuep. Ho 1e/10 KoHumIoch
TEM, YTO OHA TOJIBKO IMOIHSIIACH C KPECJIa; B Ty XK€ MUHYTY OHA
CMUPEHHO CHOBA OITyCTUJIACh B HETO U TTOTEpsijla CO3HAHUE.

To 11 oHa ouHy/Iach cama, To i Mucc beTcu mpusea ee
B YYBCTBO, — HEM3BECTHO, OJTHAKO, TIPUS B ce0s1, OHA YBUIIE-
J1a, 4TO MOsI 6abyI1Ka CTOUT y okHA. CyMEpKM yXe CTYCTUIKC,
HO GJ1aromapst OTHIO B KAMUHE OHU MOIJIM elle pa3andaTh Ipyr
npyra.

— Hy kak? — cka3ana mucc bercu, Bo3Bpalasich K CBO-
€My CTyJly, CJIOBHO BCTaJla TOJIBKO JIJISI TOTO, YTOOBI ITOCMO-
TpPeTh B OKHO. — Koria ke Bbl OXKUaaeTe. ..

— S Bcst mpoxy, — mpoJierneTaia Most MaTb. — He nmoHu-
Malo, 4YTO co MHOM. I yMpy, s1 B 9TOM yBepeHa!

— Her u Het! — 3asBuna mucc bercu. — Brimeiite yasl.

— AX, 60xe Moii, 60xe MOIi! — 0eCITOMOILIHO BOCKJIUK-
HyJa MOsl MaTb. — BBl mymaeTe, MHe cTaHeT Jiydiie?

— Komneuno! — cka3ana mucc bercu. — Bcee 510 ogHO Bo-
obpaxenbe. Kak 3BaTh Bally 1eBYOHKY?

— 4 elie He 3HalO, OyIET JIM TO IEBOYKA, — HAMBHO CKa-
3aj1a MOSI MaTh.

— Jla 6narocynoBut bor kpoiky! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa MUCC
Betcu, He Beast TOro, 4YTo LIUTUPYET BTOPOE MPUBETCTBUE, BbI-
LIUTOE Ha TOAyIlIeuke I OyJaBOK, KOTOpas XpaHWIach
B SIIMKE KOMOJA HABEPXY, HO OTHOCSI 3TO IIPUBETCTBUE HE KO
MHe, a K Moeii MmaTepu. — Sl He 0 ToM roBopio. £l roBOpIO O Ba-
LI CITy>KaHKe.

— Ilérrorn, — ckasajnga MOSI MaTh.

— Tlérrotu! — ¢ HEKOTOPBIM HETOIOBaHUEM TTOBTOpUJIA
mucc bercu. — Heyxenu Bbl XOTUTe cKa3aTh, IUTS, YTO Ka-



12 KOE-TO UeJI0BEUECKOEe CYILECTBO MOJIYUYMIIO TIPU Kpe-
meHun uMs [lerrotn?

— D710 ee pamuusi, — c1abbIM TFOJIOCOM TOSICHUIIA MOSI
Matb. — Muctep Konmnepdwin Ha3biBaj ee 1o (haMuInm, 1o-
TOMY UTO Y HAaC C Heil OMMHAaKOBbIE MMEHa.

— Ciona, Ierrotu! — kpukHyna mucc bercu, oTkpbiBast
nBepb roctuHoi. — Yast! TBoeit x03s1iiKe HEMHOXKKO HE310PO-
Butcs. [Tockopeii!

OTnaB 3TO TIpUKa3aHUE C TaKOIO BIACTHOCTHIO, CIIOBHO
OHa SIBJISJIaCh TTPU3HAHHBIM ABTOPUTETOM B IOME C TOM TTOPBbI,
KakK OH ObUI BBICTPOEH, U BBITJISTHYB 32 IBEPb, UTOOBI TTOCMO-
TpeTh Ha U3yMJIeHHYI0 [1erroTu, KoTopasi, 3aCIbIIIaB He3HAKO-
MBIii TOJIOC, BBIIILIA B KOPUIOP CO CBevoii, mucc bercu cHoBa
3aKpblia IBEPb U YCEJIACh B IPEXKHEN 1103€: HOTM HA KAMUHHOM
pelieTke, Moo MIaThs MOmTo0paH, PyKU CIOXKEHBI Ha OTHOM
KOJIEHE.

— Bbl roBopuiiv 0 ToM, OyIeT Jiv 3TO IeBOYKa... — Havyaja
Mmucc bercu. — S HUCKOJIBKO HE COMHEBAIOCh, YTO JEBOYKA.
Y MeHs1 ecTb MpeauyBCTBUE, UTO HOJKHA POAUTHCS IEBOYKA.
WU Bor, muTd, c MOMEHTa POXIEHUS ITOI AEBOUYKHM. ..

— MoxeT ObITh, MaJIbYMKA, — OCMEIWIACH TIEPEOUTH MOSI
MaTh.

— ToBopto e BaM, Y MEHsI €CTh MPEIYyBCTBUE, YTO JOJIK-
Ha pOIMThCS AeBouKa! — Bo3pa3uia mucc bercu. — He ciopb-
Te. C MOMEHTa POXACHUS 3TOM IEBOYKHM, JUTS, s HAMEepeHa
ObITh ee ApyroM. Sl HamepeHa ObITh €e KPECTHON MaTephlo
U Tipolny Bac Ha3Bath ee bercu TporByn Konnepdwnn. Huka-
KIX OIIMMOOK He JOJIKHO OBITh B 3KM3HU 3T0oi bercu TpoTBym.
BenHblil pebeHOK, ee YyBCTBaMU HUKTO He Oymer urpath! Ee
HY>KHO XOPOIIIO BOCIIUTATbh, OXPaHsIsl OT HEJIENO T0BEPUYNBO-
CTHU K T€M, KTO €€ He 3acIyXXuBaeT. DTy 3a00Ty 6epy Ha ceOs 1!

TTocne kaxnoit pasbl Mucc bercu BcTpsixvBasia rojioBoid,
CJIOBHO €€ TyIITUJIO BOCTIOMUHaHUe 00 ee COOCTBEHHBIX ObLIbIX
o0uIax, ¥ OHA YCUJIMEM BOJIM TIOJABIISIA XKeJlaHe HAMEKHYTh
Ha HUX OoJee sicHO. Tak 1Mo KpaiiHeil Mepe ToKa3ajloch Moeit
Marepu, B3WpaBlleil Ha Hee TIPY TYCKJIOM CBETe KaMMHa, HO
MaTh CJIMIIKOM Oosiach Mucc bercu, cauimkom maoxo ceost
YYBCTBOBaJia M OblIa CIWIIKOM TOJIAaBJieHa W OIIeJIOMJICHA,
yTOOBI HAOJI0AATh BHUMATEJIBHO WM COOOPA3UTh, YTO HYXXHO
cKas3aTh.



— A [IpBuj 0611 100p K BaM, TUTS? — TIOCJIE He- 13
JIOJITOTO MOJTYaHUsI cripocuuia mucc bercu, mepecran
MOTaTh rojioBoit. — Bam xopotiio xxuiock BMecTe?

— Mbl ObUTM OYEHDb CYACTIIMBBI, — OTBEYAJIa MOSI MaTh. —
Muctep Konmnepduin ObLT axke CIUIIIKOM J00p KO MHE.

— Bor kak! BeposiTHO, 0H Bac n36aioBai? — BOCKJIMKHY-
Jia mucc bercu.

— Tenepn, Koraa s CHOBa OCTajiaCh COBCEM OHA B OTOM
CYpPOBOM MUpE U JOJKHA ToJIaraThCsl TOJIKO Ha ceOs1, 6010Ch,
YTO OH U B CAaMOM jieJie MeHSI n30aJioBajl, — BCXJIUITBIBAs, MPO-
MOJIBWJIA MOSI MaTh.

— Ilonmo! He mnauste! — ckazana mucc bercu. — Ber emy
OBLIM HE Mapa... He 3Halo, BIIPOYEM, HalIETCsI JIM HA CBETE XOTh
O[THa MoNXos1as rnapa... Bot mouemy s 3agana 3ToT BOIPOC.
Brl cupota?

— Ha.

— W ObuM ryBepHAHTKOI1?

— 41 Obl1a OOHHOI B CEMEICTBE, KOTOPOE ITOCeIal MU-
crep Konmepduna. Mucrep Konnepduia 6611 oueHb 100p KO
MHE, MHOIO 3aHMMAJICSI MHOI0, YAEJsJI MHE MHOTO BHUMa-
HMS U, HAaKOHEII, Cleial MpeiioxeHue. A s TIpUHsIa ero,
1 BOT MBI IOKEHWINCh, — ITPOCTOAYIIIHO OTBeYaia MOsl MaTh.

— Xa! benHoe nutsa! — 3aIyMYnMBO MPOTOBOPUIIA MUCC
bercu, mo-npexxHeMy He CBOIsI XMYPbIX IJ1a3 ¢ OrHsI. — Bl
XOTbh B YeM-HUOYIb CMBICTIATE?

— TIlpocrure, cynapbiHs?.. — TmpoJjierierania Mos MaTh.

— Hamnpumep, B 1omaniHeM XO3sICTBe, — IOsSCHMIIA
mucc bercu.

— bBorock, uro Masio, — oTBeTUIa MOSI MaTh. — MeHblIIe,
yeM MHe Okl xoTesiochk. Ho Muctep Konmnepduin yuna MeHsl...

— Cam-To OH MHOTO B 3TOM CMbICIWJI! — BCTaBUia,
B cKoOKax, mucc bercu.

— W MHe o4eHb XOTeJoCh HAyYUThCsl, & OH ObLIT OYEHb
Teprenus... Y s Hageloch, 4To caelaja Obl yCIexu, ey Obl He
3TO BEJIMKOE HECYACTBE... €TO CMEPTh...

Most MaTh CHOBa ToTepsijla caMoobJafaHue U He MOTJIa
MPOIOJIXKATD.

— TIlomHo, moHO! — ckaszana mucc bercn.

— $l akKypaTHO 3anuchiBajia TOMalTHUE PaCXOIbl U Kax-
NIbII Beuep MOABOIMIIA UTOT BMecTe ¢ MuctepoM Komnmnepdui-



14 noM! — BOCKIIMKHYJIA MOSI MaTh, BHOBb IIpe/IaBasiCh
OTYASTHBIO U TEPSIST MYXKECTBO.

— TlonHo, nmonHo! — ckazana mucc bercu. — XBaTuT, He
naayubTe.

— M, mpaBo ke, HUKOTAa He OBIBAJIO y HAC C HUM M3-3a
9TOr0 HUKAKMX pa3MOJIBOK... Toiabko muctepy Kommepdummay
HE HPaBWJIOCh, UTO TPU U MSITh Y MEHSI CIMIIKOM MOXOXHU,
a'y CeMU U JeBITH 3aKpyYeHbl XBOCTUKH, — C XKapOM 3aKOHIM-
Jla MOSI MaTh M CHOBA TOTepsiJia caMOOoOJIaTaHue.

— BBl Tak coBcem pacxBopaerech, — cKazaja Mucc ber-
cu. — BhI ke 3HaeTe, 4To ATO He MpUHECET 100pa HU BaM, HU
Moelt KpecTHo mouepu. JJoBonbHo! [lepecTtanbTe rakarTh!

Takoii 10BOJ TOMOT MOEit MaTepu YCITIOKOUThCS, HO, TI0-
JKaTyii, IIaBHYIO POJIb CHITPAJIO €e HeIOMOTaHKe, KOTOPOoe BCe
yersmBaioch. HacTynuiao MosuaHue, JIIIL U3penKa Hapy-
mraemMoe BockunaHussmMu mucc bercu: «Xal» OHa cunena, He
CHMMasl HOT C KAMUHHOW pelIeTKH.

— 4 3Hat0, yTO JI9BUI BIOXUI CBOI KaluTal B LIECHHBIE
Oymaru, — ckasaja oHa HakoHell. — YTo ocTtaBuJ OH Bam?

— Muctep Konmepdwna, — He 6e3 Tpyaa oTBevyaaa Most
MaTh, — OBLI TaK 100p ¥ 3a00T/IMB, YTO MEePEeBE Ha MEHS 4YacThb
PEHTBHI.

— Ckomnpko? — cripocmiia Mucc bercu.

— Cr0 1aTh (PyHTOB B roji, — IPOMOJIBUIIA MOSI MaTh.

— Moro OBITh U XyXKe, — 3aMeTHJIa MOsI 6a0yIIIKa.

[TocnenHee CI0BO MPUIILIOCH KCTaTU: MOE MaTEpH CTaJIo
HACTOJBKO XyXe, yTo Ilerrotu, Boiinst ¢ 4ailHBIM ITOAHOCOM
1 CBeYaMU U cpasy YBUIEB, KakK eif 11oxo, — mucc betcu mor-
J1a ObI YBUIIETD 3TO paHbllIe, €CJIM Obl B KOMHATE ObLIO MOCBET-
Jiee, — MOCTIELTHO MTPOBOIWIIA €€ HAaBEePX B CMAJIbHIO; 3aTEM OHA
HeMeIJIeHHO OTIIPaBUJIa 3a CUIETKON 1 JOKTOPOM CBOETO TLie-
MsiHHUKa X3Ma [lerrotu, KOTOphbIii, BraliHe OT MOel MaTepu,
YK€ HEeCKOJIBKO THEH MpOXXMBaJl B IOME, YTOOBI OBbITH MO Py-
KO B CIy4ae HEOOXOIUMOCTH.

DT 00beTIUHEHHBIE CUJIBI, SBUBIINUCH Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO
MUWHYT MOYTH OJHOBPEMEHHO, ObLJIM HEMAJIO U3YMJICHBI, 00-
HapyXWB CUIEBIIYIO0 Y KAMMHA HE3HAKOMYIO JIe ¢ BHYIIIU -
TeJIbHOI OCAaHKO; ITOABSA3aB JJEHTAMU CBOIO IIIJISITIKY K JIEBOM
pyKe, OHa 3aTblKaja cebe yIlIu XJormyaToi Oymaroii u3 oBe-
JIMpHOI aBKM. [lerrot HUYEro o Heil He 3Hajla, U MOSI MaTh



HUYETo O Hell He cooOIIMIa, BOT MoYyeMy OHa ObLia 15
MOUCTUHE 3arajkoii, a BEJIMYECTBEHHOMY €€ BUIY
OTHIOIIb HE MENIAJI0 TO OOCTOSITEILCTBO, UTO y Hee B KapMaHe
OBbLT 3amac XJoIyaToil Oymaru M OHa 3aluxuBaja ee cede
B YIIIU.

JIoKTOp MOIHSICS HaBEePX, 3aTeM COIlIe] BHU3 U, YIOCTO-
BEPUBILIUCH, BEPOSITHO, YTO €MY MPEICTOUT MPOBECTU He-
CKOJIBKO 4acCOB JIMLIOM K JIMILY C 3TOW HE3HAKOMOW JIe, T10-
crapajicst ObITh YUTUBBIM U OOIIUTEIbHBIM. DTO ObUT TUIIA-
W 1 KpoTyaiinuii yesoBedekK. OH BXOAWI U BBIXOAWI U3
KOMHATbl 60YKOM, YTOOBI 3aHMMAaTh MOMeHbIlIe Mecta. OH
CTynaJl TUXO, KaK Mpu3pak B «[amyieTe», HO TOJIBKO ellie Me-
JieHHee. ['0JIOBY OH CKJIOHSUT K IIJIe4y, OTYaCTH U3 CKPOMHOTO
CO3HAHUS COOCTBEHHOTO HUUYTOXECTBA, OTYACTU U3 CKPOMHO-
TO XeJIJaHUSl yMWIOCTUBUTH BCEX U Kaxkaoro. Majio Toro, 4to
OH He Opocui Obl OOUIHOTO CI0Ba cOOaKe: OH He MOT Obl €ro
OpocuTh naxe oeleHol codake. Bo3aMoXXHO, OH JJaCKOBO CKa-
3aJ1 ObI €if CJTOBEYKO, WJIK TOJICJIOBEUKa, WIK OJWH CJIOT, 100
TOBOPWJI OH TaK e MeJIJICHHO, KaK 1 XOIUJI; HO OH He 00oI11Ie-
cs Obl ¢ Hel rpy0o U He MOT Obl paclipaBUTHCS C HEIO HU 3a
Kakue Oara B MUpe.

KpoTko B3misiHyB Ha MO0 6a0yIIIKY U CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY Ha-
60K, muctep Ynsumn cierka nokKJOHUJICS el U, KOCHYBIIVCh
CBOETO JIEBOT'O yXa, CIIPOCUJI, HaMeKasl Ha XJIoMJaTylo Oymary:

— MectHoe paznpaxkeHue, CyaapbiHs?

— Yr10? — OTKIMKHY/IaCh MOsI 6a0yI1IKa, BHITACKMBAsI, KaK
MpoOKy, OyMary 13 OgHOrO yxa.

Mucrep Ynumi ObUT TaK UCITyTaH €€ Pe3KOCThI0, — O YeM
pacckasbiBajl BIIOCIEACTBUM MOE MaTepu, — YTO TOJBKO IO
MUJIOCTH HeOeC He ToTepsiT MPUCYTCTBUS nyxa. OH BKpaaunBO
TMOBTOPWIIL:

— MectHoe paznpaxeHue, CyaapbiHs?

— Bznop! — oTBeTnna MOsI 6abyllIKa U TOTYAC XKe CHOBA
3aKyIMOpUIach.

TTocne atoro mucrepy Ywuinmny HUYETO HE OCTaBaIOCh
KakK CHIETh U OECITOMOIIIHO CMOTPETh Ha Hee, — a OHa TOXe
cujesa u CMOTpeJla Ha OTOHb, — T10Ka €ro He MO3Bajiu HaBepX.
Uepes ueTBepTh Yaca OH BEPHYJICS.

— Hy kak? — cripocuiia Most 6a0yiiiKa, BBIHUMAsI XJI0Im4a-
Ty1o Oymary u3 OJIKaiiero K Hemy yxa.



