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[IPEIMCTIOBUE ABTOPA

B npenuciioBun K nepBoMy M3JAHUIO 3TOM KHUTHU sI TOBOPUII,
YTO YYBCTBA, KOTOPHIE 51 MCTBITHIBAIO, 3aKOHYMB paboTy, Mella-
0T MHE OTCTYIIUTh OT Hee Ha IOCTATOYHO OOJIbIIIOE PACCTOSTHUE
U OTHECTHUCH K CBOEMY TPYIY C XJATHOKPOBUEM, KAKOTO TPEOYIOT
nonoOHbIe odulIMalbHbIE TpenBapeHusi. Mol uHTepec K Hell Obul
HACTOJIbKO CBEX U CWJIEH, a CEPIILIe HACTOJIBKO Pa3phIBAIOCh MEX
PaloCThIO U CKOPObIO — PAaTOCThIO JOCTUXKEHUS TABHO HAMEUEH-
HOI 1LIeJIU, CKOPObIO pa3iyKu CO MHOTMMU CITyTHUKAMU U TOBa-
puIllaMu, — YTO S oracajcs, Kak Obl HE 0OpEeMEHHUTh YMTATEIIsI
CJIMIIIKOM JOBEPUTEIbHBIMU COOOIIEHUSIMU U KacCaroIIMMUCS
TOJIBKO MEHSI OTHOTO SMOIIUSMU.

Bce, uTo s MoT ObI cKa3aTh O TAaHHOM MTOBECTBOBAHUU TOMUMO
9TOTO, 51 MOTBITAJICS CKa3aTh B HEM CaMOM.

Bo3MoXHO, UMTaTEINIO HE CIMIITKOM JIIOOOMBITHO OYIET Y3HATD,
KakK TPYCTHO OTKJIa[bIBaTh MEepO, KOTAA ABYXJIETHSIsSI paboTa BOOO-
paxkeHusl 3aBepIlieHa; WK YTO aBTOPY YyAMUTCS, OYATO OH OTITy-
CKaeT B CyMpayHbIii MUpP YaCTHUILy CAaMOTO ceOsl, KOTa ToJIa Ku-
BBIX CYIIECTB, CO3MaHHBIX CUJIOIO €T0 yMa, HAaBEKU YXOJAUT MPOYb.
M TeM He MeHee MHE He4yero K 3ToMy IIpUOaBUTh; pa3Be TOJIbKO
cJie0BaJIo Obl ellle MPU3HAThCs (XOTS, MOXalyil, 3TO U HE CTOJIb
VX CYIIIECTBEHHO), YTO HU OJIMH YeJIOBEK He CITOCOOEH, YnTas 3Ty
HWCTOPUIO, BEPUTH B Hee OOJIbIIE, YeM BEPIUI S, KOTa Im1cal ee.

CkazaHHOE BbIllIe B TAKOI Mepe COXpaHsIET CBOIO CUJIY U Ce-
TOJIHSI, YTO MHE OCTaeTCs CeJIaTh YUTATEIO JTUIIb e1le OTHO JI0-
BepUTeIbHOE cooblieHue. M3 Bcex MOUX KHUT 51 OOJibllie BCEero
00110 3TYy. MHE JIeTKO TOBEPSIT, €CIU I CKaXy, YTO OTHOIIYCh
KaK HEeXHbII OTell KO BceM AeTSIM Moeil (paHTa3uu U YTO HUKTO
U HUKOT/Ia He JIIOOMJI 3Ty CEMbIO TaK Topsiuo, Kak jtoouio ee s1. Ho
€CTbh OJIMH peOeHOK, KOTOPbIiA MHE 0COOEHHO AOPOT, U, MOI0OHO
MHOTUM HEXHBIM OTIIaM, sl JIEJIeI0 €eT0 B ITy0oYalIuX TalHMKax
cBoero cepnna. Ero mmsa — «JIasun Konmepdunmy.



I'naBa 1
A 11oABJIAIOCH HA CBET

CTaHy JIX sl TepoeM TTOBECTBOBAaHUSI O CBOEI COOCTBEHHOM K1 3-
HUY, WA 3TO MECTO 3aliMET KTO-HUOYAb APYrO — MOJKHBI
IokKasaTh nocjeaytolue crpanuibl. HauHy pacckas o Mmoei xXKu3-
HU C CaMOr0o Hayajla U CKaxy, 4To s pOAWICS B IISTHUILY B ABEHAI-
LIaTh YaCOB HOYH (TaK MHE COOOIIWIN, U I 9TOMY Bepio). bruio o1-
MEUYE€HO, YTO MO} MEePBbIA KPUK COBMNAJ C MEPBLIM YIapOM YacoB.

IIpuHuMas BO BHUMaHME AEHb U YaC MOEIO POXIEHUS, CH-
JeJIKa MOeil MaTepu U Koe-KaKue YMYAPEHHBIE OMBITOM COCEM-
KU, MMUTAaBIIME XXKUBEUIINI NHTEPEC KO MHE 32 MHOI'O MECSILEB 10
HAaIlleTO JTUYHOTO 3HAKOMCTBA, OOBSIBUJIM, BO-TIEPBBIX, YTO MHE
MpeaonpeaeaeHO UCIBITaTh B XXKM3HU HECYACTbsl M, BO-BTOPHIX,
YTO MHE JAaHa NMPUBWIETUS BUAETh NPUBUIACHUS U OyXOB; MO UX
MHEHUIO, BCE 3JI0CYACTHBIC MJIAICHIIbI MYKCKOTO 1 XKEHCKOTIO I10-
JIa, POIUBIIMECS B IISITHUILY OKOJIO MOJYHOUM, HEU3O0EKHO IOy~
yaloT 00a 3TU Japa.

MHe He3aueM OCTaHaBJIMBATbCS 34€Ch Ha MEPBOM IIpeacKa-
3aHUM, OO caMa MCTOPUS MOEU KM3HU JIy4llle BCETO MOKaXeT,
cOBUTOCH OHO WX HeT. O BTOPOM MpeacKa3aHWU I MOTY TOJBKO
3aBUTH, UTO €CJIM I HE IMPOMOTAaJ 3TOM YaCTU MOEro HacjeacTBa
B MJIQICHYECTBE, TO, CTAJIO OBITh, €1Ie HE BCTYIWJI BO BJlIaJcHUE
er0. BripoueM, TUIIMBIIKCH CBOE COOCTBEHHOCTH, 51 OTHIOAb HE
XKaJIyIOCh, U, €CJIM B HACTOSIIIEE BpeMsI OHA HaXOIMUTCS B IPYTMX
pyKax, s OT BCEl IYIIU XeJlalo BJIafesIblly COXpaHUTh €e.

4 ponuicd B cOpouyKe, M B ra3eTax IOSBUIOCH OOBSBICHUE
0 ee Mpoaaxe Mo AelleBKe — 3a IMSATHaalaTh rmHei. Ho nubo
B Ty TIOPY Y MOPSIKOB OBLIO Majio AEHET, JIMOO Majo BEPhl U OHU
MPeanoYnTalIu IIPOOKOBEIE MOsICAa, — S HE 3HAI0; MHE U3BECTHO
TOJIBKO, YTO TMOCTYHWJIO OJHO-€AMHCTBEHHOE IPEIJIOXEHUE OT
HEKOero xonartasi o JaejaM, CBSI3aHHOIO C OMP>KEeBBIMU MaKJie-
paMu, KOTOPBI# Ipenjiaraii npa ¢pyHTa HAIMIHBIMU (HaMepeBasiCh



OCTaJIbHOE BO3MECTUTh XePECOM), HO 1aTh OOJIbIIIE, U TEM CAaMbIM
MPEeNOXPaHUTh ce0sl OT OMACHOCTU YTOHYTh, He Ttoxenan. Benen
3a CUM OOBSIBJICHUI OOJIbIIIE HE TaBaiu, COUTS UX IMyCTOU TpaToi
JIEHET, — 4TO KacaeTcsl Xepeca, TO Mosl OenHasi MaTh pacrponaa-
BaJjia TOTAAa CBOW COOCTBEHHBIN Xepec, — a AECATh JIET CYCTS CO-
pouka Oblja pa3bIrpaHa B HAIIMX KPasiX B JOTEPee MEXIY MAThIO-
JIECSIThIO YYaCTHUKAMU, BHECIITUMM 110 TIOJIKPOHBI, TIPUYEM BBI-
WUTPaBIIWI JOJKEH ObUT NOTIIATUTH MSITh IWJUTUHTOB. S caM ripu
9TOM MPUCYTCTBOBAJ M, TPUIIOMUHAIO, NCTIBITHIBAT HEKOTOPYIO
HEJIOBKOCTh U CMYIIEHUE, BUMASI, KaK PAacTOPSIKAIOTCS YacThIO
MeHs camoro. [ToMHUTCSI, copouka ObUTa BRIMTpaHa CTapoit Jieau
C MaJIeHbKOW KOP3WHOYKOM, U3 KOTOPOIl OHA BeChbMa HEOXOTHO
W3BJIEKJIa TpeOyeMbIe TISITh IIMJUIMHIOB MOHETaMU 110 TIOJITIEHHU,
He OTIAaTUB TP 3TOM JIBYX C TTOJIOBUHOI MEHCOB; ObLIO MOTpa-
YeHO HeMaJio BpeMeHHU Ha Oe3yCIIeITHbIe TTOMBITKY 10Ka3aTh eit
9TO apuPMeTHYecKuM myTeM. B Halmx Kpasix Joaro eiie OyayT
BCIIOMUHATh TOT PUMeYaTeSIbHbI (hakT, YTO OHA U B CAMOM JieJie
HE YTOHYJIa, a TOPXKECTBEHHO MOYMJIa JEBSIHOCTA IBYX JIET B CBOEH
cobcTBeHHOM mocTenn. Kak MHe paccKasblBaliv, OHA A0 MOCIHET-
HUX JHE! 0COOEHHO TOpauIach U XBacTajaa TeM, UTO HUKOTIa He
ObIBajla Ha BOJNIE, Pa3Be YTO MPOXOIWMJIA MO MOCTY, a 3a YaIIKOWU
4alo (K KOTOpOMY NrTaja MpUCTPacThe) OHA 10 TTOCIEHETO B3/10-
Xa MOHOCWJIA HEYECTUBBIX MOPSIKOB M BCEX BOOOIIE JTIOAEN, KO-
TOpbIE CAMOHAJIESTHHO KOJIECSIT 110 CBETY. TIIETHO BTOJIKOBBIBAIU
eii, 4TO 3TOMY TIPEAOCYAUTENBHOMY OOBIYAI0 MBI 00sSI3aHBI MHO-
TMMU TIPUSITHBIMY BelllaMU, BKJTIOYast, MOXKET ObITh, U YaeTIUTHE.
OHa oTBevana eule 00s1ee SHEPrUYECKU U C TTOJTHOW BEPOW B CUITY
CBOETO BO3PaXKEHMUSI:

— He 6ynem Kosecuts!

J1abbI 1 MHE HE KOJIECUTh, BO3BPAIIaloCh K MOEMY POXKIEHMIO.

A ponuncs B rpadctBe Cyddonk, B baanaepcrore uim «rae-
TO TIOOMIM30CTU», KaK roBopsT B Lllotmanauu. Ponuiics s mocie
cMmeptu oTua. ['71a3a Moero oTIa 3aKpBUTUCH 32 IIECTh MECSILIEB 0
TOTO JHSI, KAK MOM PaCKPBUIMCH M YBUIIEIH CBET. Jlaxke Terepb MHE
CTpPaHHO, YTO OH HUKOT/Ia MEHSI HE BUJIEN, U ellle 0oJiee CTPAaHHBIM
MHE KaXXeTcsl TO TYMaHHO€ BOCITOMMWHAHME, KaKOe COXPAaHWIOCh
Yy MEHSI C paHHEro NETCTBa, O ero 0eoil HaArpOOHOU TNUTE Ha
KJIaI0UWIIe M O YyBCTBE HEBBIPA3ZMMOM XaJIOCTH, KOTOPYIO $I, ObI-
BaJIO, UCTIBITHIBAJI MPU MBICIU, YTO 3Ta TJIUTA JIEKUT TaM OJHA
TEMHBIMY B€UepaMU, KOTA B HAIlIEW MaJIEHbKOW TOCTUHOM MbLIa-
€T KaMUH U TOpsT CBEUU, a IBEPU HAIIIETO IoMa 3alepThl HA KITI0Y
7 Ha 3aCOB, — WHOWM pa3 MHE YyAWIOCHh B 3TOM YTO-TO XECTOKOE.



Terka Moero oTia, a cTajao OBITh, MOS IBOIOpPOAHASI OadKa,
0 KOTOpO¥ OyIeT elle peuyb Brepear, Oblia caMoil 3HAaYUMTEIbHOM
IepCOHOM B Haleit cembe. Mucc TpoTByn, wiu mucc bercu, kak
Ha3blBaja ee MOsl OeaHasl MaTh, KOraa eil ciiydalloch MPeoaosieTh
CBOI1 CTpax Iepel 3Toi rpo3HOM 0CO00H U YITOMSIHYTh O Heil (3To
CJIy4yajoch peaKo), — Mucc beTcu BhIIILIA 3aMyK 32 YeJI0BEKa MO-
JIoxe cebs1, KOTOPBI ObLT 0YeHb KPAacuB, XOTSI K HEMY OTHIOIb
HeJb3s1 ObLIO TPUMEHUTh HE3aMbICIOBATYIO0 ITOroBOpPKY «Kpacus,
KTO Xopolr». He 0e3 ocHOBaHMS MOm03peBan, 9YTO OH ITOKOJIa-
yuBaJl MUCC beTcu M maxe MPUHSIT OOHAXIbl, BO BpeMs CIlopa
0 JTOMAIITHUX pacxodaxX, CPOYHBIE U PEIINTEIbHBIE MEPHI K TOMY,
YTOOBI BEIOPOCUTH €€ U3 OKHA BTOPOTO 3Taxka. Takue Mpu3HAKU
HEY:KMBUMBOTO XapaKTepa MoOyIuian MUcc beTcn oTKyrmmThCs OT
HEro M paccTaThCs 10 B3aMMHOMY coralieHuo. OH OTIpaBUJICS
CO CBOMM KanuTajioM B HIMIO, Tae (ecliM BepUTh HaIllel yIuBU-
TEJIbHOI CEMEeIHOI JIereHe) BUIEIU, KaK OH pa3be3Kall Ha CJIOHE
B 001IecTBe OabyuHa; 51 Xe AymMalo, 4To, BEpPOSITHO, 3TO ObLT 0620y
win 6eryMa. Kak Obl TaM HU OBLIO, JIET Yepe3 IecsATh IpUIIlIa U3
Munun Becth 0 ero cMepTy. HUKTO He 3Hall, Kak MmoaeicTBoBaia
OHa Ha MO0 0a0yIIKy: TOTYaC IOcie pa3IyKu ¢ HUM OHa CHOBa
cTaja HOCHUTh CBOIO JI€BUYbI0 (haMUINIO, KYITHIa JajJeKo OT Ha-
LIMX MECT, B IepEeBYILIKE HAa MOPCKOM MOOEepexkbe, KOTTSIXK, IO~
CeJInIach TaM C OMHOM-eIMHCTBEHHOM CIy>KaHKOM M, MO CIyXaM,
KHJja B ITOJTHOM YeIUHCHUM.

Kaxercs, Moii oTel; ObUT KOTAa-TO €€ JI0OMMIIEM, HO €ro Xe-
HUTHOA CMEPTEIbHO OCKOpOUa ee, TOTOMY U4TO MOSI MaTh ObLIa
«BOCKOBOI KykJIoii». OHa HUKOIIa He BUIeIa MOe MaTepu, HO
3HaJIa, 9TO €l elle He MCIOJHUJIOCh ABammaTu jeT. Moit orelnn
u mucc bercu Gonble HUKOrIa He BcTpedyaiaruch. OH ObLT BABOE
cTapiue MOeW MaTepu, KOrla >KEHWJICS HAa HEW, U HE OTJIMYAJICS
KpenkuM ciaoxeHreM. CITyCTs o OH yMep — Kak $1 YXKe TOBOPUJI,
3a IIECTh MECSIIIEB 10 MOETO TOSIBJICHUS Ha CBET.

TakoBO OBLIO MOJIOXEHUE Jes MOoM Beyep B ISITHUILY, KOTO-
pyIO MHE, OBITh MOXKET, ITO3BOJIMTSILHO Ha3BaTh 3HAMEHATEJIbHOM
U YpeBaToii COOBITUSIMU. Bripouem, 1 He MMeIo MpaBa yTBepKAaTh,
OyaTO 3TH Iejia OB MHE B TO BpeMsI M3BECTHBI WJIM OYATO ST CO-
XpaHWJI KaKoe-TO BOCIIOMUHAHKE, OCHOBAaHHOE Ha CBUACTEILCTBE
MOMX COOCTBEHHBIX YyBCTB, O TOM, YTO ITOCJIEIOBAJIO.

Most MaTh, UyBCTBYSI HEIOMOIaHKE, B TJIyOOKOM YHBIHUU CH-
JeJla y KaMUHa, CKBO3b CJI€3bl CMOTpEIa Ha OFOHb W TOPECTHO
pa3MbIILUIsIa 0 ce0e caMOil U O JIMIIKMBILIEMCS] OTLA MaJeHbKOM
HE3HAKOMIIE, Yb€ IOSIBJIEHVWE Ha CBET, BEChbMa PaBHOMYIIHBIN



K €r0 MPUOKITHIO, YKe& TOTOBBLI OBUIM IPUBETCTBOBATH HECKOJBKO
TPOCCOB MPOPOYECKUX OYJIaBOK B SIIUKE KOMOIa HaBepxy. MTak,
B TOT BETPEHBII1 MapTOBCKUI JIEHb MOSI MaTh CHIEIa Y KaMUHA
MPUTHUXILIAS U TeyaJibHasl U C TOCKOIO IymMaja O TOM, UTO €IBa
JIM OHA BBIACPKUT OJIATOIIOJYYHO IIPENCTOSIIIee eif NCITbITAaHuE;
MOIHSB IJ1a3a, YTOOBI OCYLIMTh CJe3bl, OHA IMMOCMOTpEsia B OKHO
U yBUJEIa HE3HAKOMYIO JIenH, UAYIIYIO TI0 camy.

OHa B3IJIsIHYJIA ellle pa3, U €€ OXBAaTUJIO MPeadyBCTBUE, UTO 3TO
mucc bercu. JIyam 3axomsIiiero coHIia, CKOJIb3s Hajl CaIoBOM U3-
TropoJibl0, 03apsIM HE3HAKOMYIO JIeIM, a Ta IIeCTBOBaja K ABEpPHU,
COXpaHSS CYpPOBYIO OCAaHKY M PEIIUTENIbHBIN BUI, KaKe MOTJIN
OBITH MPUCYIY TOJbKO Mucc bercu.

[Tomoiinsg K moMy, OHa TIpeIbsIBUJIA €Il OJHO J0KA3aTeTbCTBO
B MOJIb3Y TAaKOIo 3aKiIoueHUs1. Moli oTell He pa3 JaBajl IOHSATh,
YTO OHA PEIKO MOCTYITaeT KaK IMPOCThIe CMEPTHEIE; M TeTIePh, BMe-
CTO TOTO YTOOBI MO3BOHUTh B KOJOKOJBYUK, OHA MPUOIU3UIACH
K YIIOMSIHYTOMY OKHY Y TaK KpeTKO MprKaja KOHYMK HOCa K CTe-
KJIy, YTO OH B OJJHO MTHOBEHbE CTajl COBCEM ILIOCKUM U O€JIbIM,
KaK YaCTEeHbKO paccKa3blBaJia TIOTOM MOsI 6emHast MaTh.

OHa 10 Takoil CTEIEeHU HcITyTajla MO MaTh, 4TO, — KakK
g Bceraa ObLI yOeXIeH, — UMEHHO MUcC beTcu g 1 00si3aH CBOMM
MOSIBJICHUEM Ha CBET B IISITHUILY.

Mos MaTh B BOJHEHMHU BCTaJla C Kpecjia U OTCTyIIMJa 3a €ro
CMUHKY, B yroi. Mucc bercu mMenneHHO U TOTOIIHO 0603peBa-
Jla KOMHaTy, HayaB CO CTE€HbI MPOTUB OKHA, U Bpalllajia IJla3aMHu,
Kak rojioBa capaliiHa Ha ToJUIaHACKUX yacax, MoKa B3IJISI ee He
OCTaHOBWICS Ha Moeil MaTepu. Torna, Kak 4ejJoBeK, MPUBbIKIINA
MOBeJIeBaTh, OHA HAXMYPWIACh U XKECTOM TpPeIIoXuiIa MOei Ma-
TepU MOUTU U OTKPBITh ABEpb. MaTh IIOBUHOBAJIACK.

— Muccuc Hesun Konmepdunn, ecau ve owubarocs? — cKa-
3aja Mucc bercu; ynapeHne Ha MOCJAETHUX CIOBaX BbI3BIBAJIOCH,
OBITH MOXET, BIOBBLHM TPaypoOM MOEH MaTepy U €€ COCTOSTHUEM.

— Jla, — ciabbIM roJIOCOM OTBETHJIAa MOSI MaTh.

— Mucc TpoTByn, — OTpeKOMEHAOBANACh TOCThs. — BeposT-
HO, BBl O HEll CJbIIIAIN?

Most MaTh OTBETHIIa, YTO MMeJIa 3TO ynoBoubcTBME. Ho ¢ co-
KaJleHMeM MOYYBCTBOBaJIa, YTO il KaK OyITO He yIajloch BbIpa-
3UTh, CKOJIb BEJIMKO OBLIO 3TO YIOBOJBCTBUE.

— Temnepsp BHI ee BUAUTE, — cKaszaja mucc bercu.

Most MaTh CKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY M MOIPOCUIIA €€ BOUTH.

OHM HapaBWIKCh B TOCTUHYIO, OTKYylIa TOJbKO UTO BBIIILIA
MOS$ MaTh, TaK KakK B JIy4lIeil KOMHaTe, 0 APYIyI0 CTOPOHY KOPH-



Jopa, KaMUH He ObLJ1 3aTOIJIEH — €ro He TOIIMJIM CO JIHSI IIOXOPOH
Moero otia. Korma onu obe ycenauch, a Mucc bercu mpopoikana
MOJIYaTh, MOSI MaTh, MOCJE TIISTHBIX TTOMBITOK YAEpPXaTbCs, 3a-
IJ1aKaja.

— O, tuie, Tuire! — ObICTpO cKa3ana mucc bercn. — He Ha-
no. ITonHo, moaHo!

OpHako MOSI MaTh HUYETO He MOTJia MoeIaTh U MPOoIoJIKaia
IUIaKaTh, IIOKA He BBIIIAKAJIACH.

— CHUMUTE YeITuMK, IUTS MOoe, — cKaszaja mucc bercm, —
JaiiTe MHE IIOCMOTPETh Ha Bac.

Most MaTh CAWIIKOM OOsUIach €e, YTOObl OTKa3aThb B ITOM
CTpaHHOI1 IIpOoCkOe, Aaxe ecliv Obl MMeJa Takoe HamepeHue. I1o-
5TOMY OHa MOBMHOBAJACh M CHSJIA YEITIMK, HO PYKU €€ TaK APO-
JKaJId, 4YTO BOJIOCHI (OHU Y Hee ObUIM KpaCHUBBIC U IBIIIHbBIC) YITAIN
el Ha Ju1o.

— T'ocnogu momuityit! — BockJIMKHyIa Mucc bercu. — Jla Bl
ele COBCeM peOeHOK!

HecoMHeHHO, MOSI MaTh BHITJIsIENIa OYEHb IOHO, Jaxe IS
cBouX JieT. bemHsoKKa MoHypuiiach, CJIOBHO ObLTIa B YeM-TO BU-
HOBaTa, W, BCXJIMIIBIBasl, IIpOoOOpMOTaJia, YTO, HAaBEpHOE, y Hee
CJIMILIKOM PeOSTYeCKUii BUA IS BIOBBI U YTO OHA OIlacaeTcs, He
COXPAHUT JIM OHA TOT Xe pebsSYecKuii BUMA, COeJIaBIIMCh MaTe-
pbl0, — €CJIM OCTaHeTCsI B XKUBHIX. [locnenoBaao Modanue, u ei
MMOYyINIOCH, OynTO MUCC beTcn KocHyachk ee BoJoC, KOCHYIACh
JIacKOBO# pykoto. Ho, B3rssHyB Ha Hee ¢ poOKOI HalexXmoil, oHa
YBUJEJIA, YTO Ta CUIUT, OAOOPAB IMOIOJ IUIAThsI, CJIOKUB PYKU Ha
OIIHOM KOJIEHE, a HOTM ITOCTaBUB Ha KAMUHHYIO PEIIETKY, K XMYPO
CMOTPUT Ha OTOHb.

— CkaxuTte Ha MUJIOCTb, ToyeMy I'pau€BHUK? — HEOXKUIAHHO
npousHecyia mucc bercu.

— BrbI roBopuTe 06 3TOM AOME, CyIapblHA? — OCBEAOMUJIACH
MOSI MaTh.

— ITouemy I'pauéBHuK? — noBTopuyia mucc bercu. — bonee
YMECTHO ObLIO ObI HA3BaTh €r0 XapuyeBHSI, €CJIU Obl y BaC I y Ba-
LIEro Myxa ObLIY 3IpaBble MOHATUS O KU3HMU.

— D710 Ha3BaHwme npumyman muctep Konmepdwmin, — ckazama
MosI MaTh. — Korga oH Kynuj oM, eMy IIOHPaBUJIOCh, YTO B caay
eCTh Tpaym.

B 3Ty MUHYTY BeuepHMIi BeTep BbI3BaJl TAKOE CMSITEHUE Cpe-
I BBICOKMX CTapBIX BSI30B B KOHIIE Cala, YTO MOSI MaTh U MUCC
Bercu HEBOJIBLHO ITOCMOTPEIN B OKHO. BSI3BI CKIIOHSIUCH APYr
K ApYry, MOMOOHO BeJMKaHaM, KOTOPbIE IIEMOTOM IeperoBapu-
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BaIOTCS O KaKMX-TO TalfHaX, a MOCJIe HECKOJIBKUX CEKYH]I 3aTUILIbSI
MPUXOIAT B CTPAIIHOE BOJHEHWE W TUKO pa3MaxvMBalOT pyKaMH,
KaK OYIITO TOJIbKO YTO MTOBEPEHHAs TaifHa CJIUIIKOM YXXacHa U OHU
He B CWJIaX COXPaHSTh CIIOKOMCTBUE Ayxa; MOCTpadaBIlIMe OT He-
MOTOAbI, pacTpellaHHbIE CTaphbie TpauMHBIC THE3/a, OTSITYaBIINE
BEpPXHUE BETBU, paCKauyMBaJINCh, KaK O0JIOMKU Pa3OUTHIX CYIOB
Ha OYypHBIX BOJHAX.

— I'me nTunp? — cnpocuna mucc bercu.

— ITymer?..

Most MaTh aymMaja COBCEM O IPYTOM.

— I'paun? Kyna onm neBanmces? — cripocuia mucc bercu.

— 3nech He ObUIO HU OTHOTIO C TeX IMOp, KaK MbI ITOCEININCh
B 3TOM JOME, — OTBedYaja MOs MaTb. — MBI TyMayd... MUCTED
Konmnepdwin nyman, 4To 3Aech OOJBIION I'pauéBHUK, HO THe31a
OYCHb CTapble, M NTUIIHI JaBHO WX ITOKWHYIIN.

— V3Hnaro [IsBuna Konnepgunga! — BockiukHyaa Mucce bet-
cn. — JIesun Konmepdwin ¢ ronoss! 1o nsit! HaseBaet nom I'pa-
YE€BHMKOM, KOIJa MOOJM30CTU HET HU OJHOIO I'paya, U yBEpeH,
OyATO B camy MOJIHO MTHII, IIOTOMY YTO BUAUT THe3aa!

— Muctep Konnepduin ymep, U eciid Bl IIOCMeeTe AYPHO
OT3BIBAThCSI O HEM TIPU MHE...

A nymaro, 3To ObLI MOMEHT, KOTJa MosI OemHasi MaTh HaMe-
peBajach MepeiTH B HACTYIUIEHWE U BCTYNUTH B 00i1 ¢ Moeil Oa-
OylIKOM, KOTOpasi JIETKO MOTJIa CIIPaBUThCS C HEUl OMHON pyKOW,
Iaxe ecliM Obl MOSI MaTh ObLla ropas3mo Jiydlle MOATOTOBJIEHA
K €IMHOOOPCTBY, YeM B TOT Beuep. Ho neno KoHumnoch TeM, 4yTo
OHa TOJIbKO ITOJHSIACh C Kpecia; B Ty XK€ MMHYTY OHa CMUPEHHO
CHOBA OITyCTWJIaCh B HETO U IMOTEpPsJia CO3HAHUE.

To nu oHa oyHyJach caMa, TO Ju MuUcC bercu mpusena ee
B UYBCTBO, — HEM3BECTHO, OJIHAKO, MIPUA B ce0sl, OHa yBUEa,
YTO MOs 6adyika cToUT y okHa. CyMepKHU yXe CIYCTUJIMCh, HO
Oyraromapst OTHIO B KAMWHE OHU MOTJIU €I1le pa3inyath IpyT Apyra.

— Hy kak? — ckazana mucc bercu, Bo3Bpailasich K CBOEMY
CTYJIy, CJIOBHO BCTaJIa TOJIBKO JUISI TOTO, YTOOBI TTIOCMOTPETh B OK-
Ho. — Korma xe Bbl oXXHUaaeTe...

— 4 Bca npoxy, — mpoJieneraia Most MaTb. — He moHumaro,
YTO cO MHOI1. SI ymMpy, s1 B 3TOM yBepeHa!

— Her n Het! — 3agBuna mucc bercn. — Brimeiite gas.

— Ax, 0oxe Moli, 6oxe Moil! — 0ecIOMOIIIHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA
MosI MaTb. — BBI 1ymaeTe, MHe cTaHeT Jrydiie?

— Koneyno! — ckasana mucc bercu. — Bce 310 ogHO BO0O0O-
paxeHbe. Kak 3BaTh Ballly 1eBYOHKY?
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— 4 eme He 3Hal0, OyIeT JIM 3TO AeBOYKA, — HAMBHO cKa3ajia
MOS MaThb.

— Jla 6arociioBuT bor kpomky! — BockIMKHY/Ia Mucc betcu,
He Bemast TOTO, YTO LIMTUPYET BTOPOE NMPUBETCTBHUE, BBHIIIMTOE Ha
MMoayIIeyKe ISt OyJIaBOK, KOTOpasi XpaHUJIACh B SIIIMKE KOMOJA
HaBepxy, HO OTHOCS 3TO IIPUBETCTBME He KO MHE, a K MOl MaTe-
pu. — S He o TOM roBOPIO. A rOBOpPIO O BalIeil CIIy>KaHKe.

— Ilérrotn, — cka3ajia MOsI MaTh.

— Ilérrotn! — ¢ HEKOTOPBIM HETOMOBAHMEM ITOBTOPHUJIA MHUCC
Bercu. — HeyXenu BBl XOTUTE CKa3aTh, IUTS, 9TO KAKOE-TO Ye-
JIOBEYECKOE CYIIECTBO MOIYYMIIO ITPH KpemmeHnn nMs [lerrotn?

— D10 ee daMuiusg, — cCaabbIM TOJOCOM ITOSICHUIA MOS
MaTh. — Muctep Komnmepduian Ha3sIBaj ee 1o aMUJINT, TOTOMY
YTO Y HAC C Heil OMMHAKOBHIC MEHA.

— Cioga, ITerrotn! — xpukHyma mucc bercu, oTKpbIBast 1Bepb
roctuHoil. — Yas! TBoeil xo3s1iiKe HEMHOXKO He3q0poBuTcs. I1o-
cKopeit!

OtaaB 3TO IpUKa3aHHWE C TAKOIO BJIACTHOCTbIO, CJIOBHO OHA
SIBIISITIACH TIPU3HAHHBIM aBTOPUTETOM B JOME C TOM ITOpHI, KakK
OH ObLI BEICTPOEH, W BBINISIHYB 3a IBEPb, YTOOBI IIOCMOTPETh Ha
n3ymaeHHyio Ilerroti, Kotopas, 3aciIbliaB HE3HAKOMBIN TOJI0C,
BBIIIUIA B KOPUAOP CO CBeUOil, MUCC beTcu cHOBa 3aKphuia IBEPb
7 yceJlach B TIpeKHEH 1To3e: HO'M Ha KAMWHHON peleTKe, om0
IUIaThsI TOAOOpaH, PYKHU CJIIOKEHBI HAa OMHOM KOJICHE.

— Bl roBOpmiim 0 TOM, OyIeT JM 3TO IeBOYKa... — Havalia
mucc bercn. — S HUCKOIBKO HE COMHEBAIOCH, YTO JeBOUKa. Y Me-
HST €CTh NPeAYyBCTBHE, UYTO JOJDKHA POIMTHCS IeBouka. M BOT,
JINTSI, C MOMEHTA POXICHMS 3TOM JEBOYKM. ..

— MoxeTr ObITh, MaJIbYMKa, — OCMeEIWJach MepeduTb MO
MarTh.

— T'oBopIo Xe BaM, Y MEeHS €CTh MPeaJdyBCTBME, YTO JOJIKHA
ponuTthbes meBouka! — Bo3pasmina mucc bercm. — He cmopsre.
C MOMeHTa pOXIECHUS 3TOi IeBOYKH, TUTH, I HaMepeHa ObITh €€
npyroM. Sl HamepeHa OBITH ee KpeCTHOM MaTephio M IIPOIINY Bac
Ha3BaTh ee bercu TporByn Konnepdung. Hukakux ommnbok He
IIOJDKHO OBITH B XXKU3HM 3T0oi1 betcu TporByn. bennrsrit pedbeHok, ee
YyBCTBaMM HUKTO He OyneT urpath! Ee HyXXHO XOpOIIIO BOCIIUTATD,
OXpaHSSI OT HEJITION JOBEPYMBOCTH K TEM, KTO €€ He 3aCTyKIBa-
eT. Oty 3a00Ty Oepy Ha ce0s !

IMocne xaxnmoit ppa3bl Mucc beTcu BCTpsixuBajia TOJIOBOM,
CJIOBHO €€ OYIIWJIO0 BOCIIOMHHAaHUE 00 ee COOCTBEHHBIX OBLIBIX
00MIax, M OHa YCHJIMEM BOJIM TIOJABIISIIIA XKelaHue HaMeKHYTh Ha
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Hux Oonee sicHo. Tak, mo KpaliHeli Mepe, MoKa3aaioch Moei Ma-
Tepu, B3WpaBIlIeil Ha Hee MNP TYCKJIOM CBeTe KaMWHa, HO MaThb
CIIUIITKOM Oosttach MUCC beTcH, CIUIIKOM IIJI0X0 cebs YyBCTBO-
BaJla 1 ObUIA CIMIIKOM MOJaBJIeHa 1 OllleJIOMJIEHAa, YTOOKI HabJII0-
JIaTh BHUMATEIbHO MJIA COOOPa3NTh, UTO HYKHO CKa3aTh.

— A JlpBua 6611 10Op K BaM, AUTSA? — MOCJ€ HEeJOJroro MoJji-
YaHUS cIIpocuia Mucc beTcu, mepectaB MoTaTh rojioBoii. — Bam
XOPOIIO XWIOCh BMecTe?

— MpbI ObUIM OYEHB CYACTIIUBEI, — OTBeYaja MOSI MaTh. — Mu-
crep Konnepdwaa Obu1 gaxke CAUIIKOM JOOP KO MHE.

— Bor kak! BeposiTHO, 0H Bac m30ajoBayi? — BOCKIUKHYJIA
mucc bercu.

— Tenepp, Korma s1 CHOBa 0CTajlaCh COBCEM OTHA B 9TOM CypO-
BOM MUpE U JOJDKHA MOJIaraThCsl TOJIbKO Ha cebsl, 60I0Ch, YTO OH
W B CaMOM JieJie MeHsT M30aJIoBajl, — BCXJIWIIBIBAs, TIPOMOJIBIIIA
MOSI MaTh.

— IMomno! He mnaubte! — cka3ama mucc bercu. — Brel emy
ObUIM HE Mapa... He 3Halo, BIIPOYEM, HaiIeTcs 1 Ha CBETE XOTh
O/IHA TTOAXOMIIAs MMapa... BoT mouemy s 3amana 3ToT Bonpoc. Bei
cupota?

— Ha.

— W Obinu ryBepHaHTKOM?

— 4 Ob11a OOHHOM B ceMeCTBe, KOTOpOE MOocellal MUCTED
Konnepdunn. Muctep Konnepdwia 661 oueHb 100p KO MHE,
MHOTO 3aHMMAJICSI MHOIO, YIe/IsiJl MHE MHOTO BHUMaHUS 1, Ha-
KOHeII, caefiajl MpemiokeHue. A s IpUHsUIa €ro, U BOT MBI T10-
KEHWUJIMCh, — IPOCTOAYIIIHO OTBeYaja MOs MaTh.

— Xa! bennoe nutsa! — 3agymMunBo mmporoBopmia mucc bercu,
IO-TIpeXXHEMY He CBOISI XMYPHIX IIa3 C OTHSI. — BEI XOTh B 4eM-
HUOYIb CMBICTUTE?

— Ipocture, cynapbiHa?.. — IIpoJierieTaa MOSI MaTh.

— Hampumep, B goManrHeM XO3SMCTBe, — ITOSICHWIA MUCC
bercu.

— Borock, uTo Mano, — oTBeTIIIAa MOSI MaTh. — MeHBIIIE, YeM
MHe 05l xoTeaoch. Ho muctep Konmnepdunn yuusn MeHs. ..

— CaM-TO OH MHOTO B 3TOM CMBICJIII! — BCTaBMJIa, B CKOO-
Kax, mucc bercu.

— W MHe o4eHb XOTeJI0Ch HAYIMTHCSI, & OH OBUT OYEeHb Tep-
nenus... M 1 Hagech, 4To caesaja Obl yeIexu, ecjid Obl He 3TO
BEJINKOE HECYACThE... €T0 CMEPThb...

Most MaTh CHOBa MOTepsijia caMooOJIafaHue U He MOIJja IIpo-
JTOJKATh.
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— Iloano, monHo! — ckazana mucc bercu.

— 4 akKypaTHO 3amMchiBajia TOMAlIHWAE PACXOAbl U KaXKIbIiA
Bedep MOABOAMIIA UTOT BMecTe ¢ MuctepoM Kommepdummom! —
BOCKJIMKHYJIa MOSI MaTh, BHOBb IIpelaBasiChb OTYAsSHbIO U Tepsis
MYXECTBO.

— ITonHo, monHo! — ckazana mucc bercu. — XBaTuT, He
IUTaYbTe.

— W, npaBo ke, HUKOTAA He ObIBAJIO y HAC C HUM M3-3a 3TO-
ro HUKAKWX pa3sMOJIBOK... Tonbpko mMucrepy Kommepdouany He
HPaBWJIOCh, YTO TPU U MATh Y MEHSI CIMIIKOM IIOXOXM, a Y CEeMU
1 JIEBSITH 3aKPYyJIeHBI XBOCTUKH, — C XXKapoM 3aKOHUYMIA MOSI MaTh
Y CHOBa MOTepsijia caMoo0IalaHue.

— BrI Tak coBceM pacxBopaeTech, — CKasaja Mucc bercu. —
Bbl ke 3Haere, 4To 3TO He MpUHECcEeT Jo0pa HU BaM, HU MoOei
KpectHOI modyepu. HoBonbHo! [lepecTaHbTe MaakaTh!

Taxkoit 1oBoJ MOMOTr MOeil MaTepU YCIIOKOUThCSI, HO, MOXKa-
JIyH, TJIaBHYIO POJIb CHITPAJIO €€ HEAOMOTraHUE, KOTOPOE BCE yCU-
JuBanock. Hactynuiao MojlyaHue, JUIIb U3peaKa HapyllaeMoe
BocKIMaHussMu Mucc bercu: «Xal» OHa cumena, He cHUMast HOT
C KAMUHHOM pEIIEeTKH.

— S 3Halo, uto JIPBUA BJIOXKWI CBOUM KamuTal B IEHHbIE Oyma-
I'M, — cKaszajla oHa HakoHel. — YTo ocTtaBui OH BaM?

— Muctep Komnmnepduna, — He 0e3 Tpyda oTBeuyana Mos
MaTb, — OBLI TaK JOOp W 3a00TJIUB, YTO MEpeBesl HA MEHS 4acThb
DPEHTHI.

— Ckonpko? — crpocuna mucc bercn.

— C10 nTh (DYHTOB B ron, — IMPOMOJIBMJIA MOSI MaTh.

— Moro OBITE U XyKe, — 3aMeTIIa MOsI Oa0yIIKa.

IlocnenHee CIOBO MPUIILIOCH KCTaTU: MOE MaTepu CTajo Ha-
CTOJIBKO XyXe, 9To [lerrotm, BoMas ¢ YaifHBIM ITOJHOCOM M CBE-
YyaMy U cpa3y YBUIEB, KaK eil mi1oxo, — Mucc beTcu moria Obl
YBUIETH 3TO paHbIIE, €I OBl B KOMHATE OBLIO TTOCBETIeE, — IO~
CIIEIIHO MTPOBOAWIIA €€ HaBePX B CHAIbHIO; 3aTEM OHA HEMELJIEHHO
OTHpaBWJIa 32 CUJEIKONA U TOKTOPOM CBOETO IUIEMSIHHMKA X3Ma
Ilerrotu, KoTophiii, BTaliHe OT MOEH MaTepu, Y€ HECKOJIbKO
JIHel TpoXuBaJl B AOME, YTOOBI OBITH IO PYKOW B Cliyyae He-
00XOIUMOCTHU.

DT 00beAMHEHHEIE CUJTBI, IBUBIIVCH Yepe3 HECKOIHKO MUHYT
IMOYTHU OJHOBPEMEHHO, ObUIM HEMAJIO U3YyMJIEHBI, OOHAPYKUB CH-
JEeBIIYIO Y KAMWHA HE3HAKOMYIO JIEAW C BHYIIUTEIbHON OCAaHKOM;
MOJBSI3aB JICHTAMU CBOIO IIUISINIKY K JIEBOM pyKe, OHa 3aThIKaja
cebe yIIu xjJomyaTtoi Gymaroil u3 OBeJIUPHON JIaBKM. Ilerrotu
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HUYEro O Hel He 3Hajia, U MOSI MaTh HAYETO O Hell He cooOIIua,
BOT IT0YEMY OHa ObliIa IOMCTUHE 3araakoii, a BeJIMYECTBEHHOMY €€
BUJY OTHIOJIb HE MEIIIAJIO TO OOCTOSITENIbCTBO, UTO y HEE B KapMaHe
ObL1 3amac xJomyaToi OymMard U oHa 3aruxuBaja ee cede B YIIU.

JloKTOp MOgHSIICS HAaBEPX, 3aTEM COILIE] BHU3 U, YIOCTOBEPUB-
LIMCh, BEPOSTHO, YTO €My MPEACTOUT IIPOBECTU HECKOJIbKO YacCOB
JIVIIOM K JIUITY C 9TOM HE3HAKOMOM JIeMU, TIOCTapasicsl ObITh YITHU-
BbIM U OOIIUTEIbHBIM. DTO ObLI TUIHAKAIIWNA W KPOTYAUIINIA Ue-
JioBeuek. OH BXOIWJI ¥ BBIXOIWJI M3 KOMHATBI OOYKOM, YTOOBI 3a-
HUMaTb ITIoMeHbIle MecTa. OH cTynaa THMXO0, Kak Ipu3pak B «'aM-
JIeTe», HO TOJIBKO ellle MejieHHee. ['0JI0By OH CKIIOHSUI K TIIedy,
OTYaCTU M3 CKPOMHOIO CO3HaHHUSI COOCTBEHHOI'O HUYTOXECTBA,
OTYACTH M3 CKPOMHOTO XeJIaHUs YMUJIOCTUBUTD BCEX M KaXXIOTO.
Maio Toro, 4to OH He Gpocuil Obl OOMIHOIO CJI0Ba cobake: OH
He Mor ObI ero OpocuTh naxe OelleHOM cobdake. Bo3aMoxHO, OH
JIACKOBO cKazaj Obl €ii CJIOBEYKO, WM MOJICI0BEeUKa, WIN OOUH
cJjior, nO0 TOBOPMII OH TaK e MEIJIEHHO, KaK M XOJIWJI; HO OH He
obo1iesics ObI ¢ Hell rpy0o 1 He MOT OBl pacIpPaBUTLCS C HEIO HU
3a Kakue 0jara B Mupe.

KpoTko B3risiHyB Ha Moo 06a0yIIIKy M CKJIOHUB TroJIOBY HaOOK,
muctep YWILTUIT cllerka IMOKJIOHMJICS €l M, KOCHYBIIKUCH CBOETO
JIEBOTO yXa, CIIPOCWJI, HaMeKasl Ha XJIomJyaTyio Oymary:

— MecTHOe pa3npaxkeHue, CyaapbiHs?

— Y10? — OTKJIMKHYNIACh MOSl 0aOyllika, BbITACKMBas, KakK
npoOKy, Oymary u3 oJHOro yxa.

Mucrtep Yunaun OBIT TaK MCITyTaH €€ Pe3KOCThIO, — O YeM
paccKas3bIBaJl BOOCAEACTBUY MOE MaTepu, — YTO TOJBKO IO MM-
JlocT Hebec He TOoTepsiT MpUCyTCTBUS ayxa. OH BKpaguuBO MO-
BTOPMWII:

— MecTHoOe pa3npaxkeHue, CyaapbiHs?

— B3nop! — orBeTnna mMosl 6abylika M TOTYacC K€ CHOBa 3a-
KYyTOpUJIacCh.

ITocne aToro Mucrepy Ynmuinily HU4ero He OocTaBaJloCh KakK
CHUIIETh 1 OECITOMOIIIHO CMOTPETh Ha Hee, — a OHa TOXe CHUIeIa
1 CMOTpeja Ha OrOHb, — IIOKa €ro He Mo3Baju HaBepXx. UYepes
YETBEPThb Yaca OH BEPHYJICH.

— Hy xak? — crnpocwia Mos1 6a0yliKa, BBIHMMAas XJIOMYaTylo
Oymary u3 OJvkaiiiero K HeMy yxa.

— Hy uTo X, cymapblHsI, MBbI... Mbl IOMJICHBKY ITOJBUTAEM-
¢, — oTBevaa Muctep Ywui.

— A-a-a!l — npotsiHysia Mosl 6a0y1iiKa, MPe3pUTETbHO U IHEP-
TUYECKM TPSIXHYB royioBoii. 1 cHOBa 3aKymopuiiach.
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