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[To obeum cTopoHaM repeysika KHUTOTOProBIEB TYCKJIO MOOMECKUBAIM BUTPUHBL: Uyleca Co
BCEro CBETa, CKPHITHIE 32 HUMHU, KAaau cBorx KomymOoB n DitHITeHOB. M3-11071 CTaphix aBepeit
HApYXy THEM U HOYBIO TIPOCAYMBAJICS apoMaT OyMaKHbIX CTPAHHII.

Korma no yrpam HeBbicmaBimecs (MOO 3aYMTATMCh JAJIEKO 3a TMOJIHOYb) KHUTOTOPIOBIIBI
n3 Cecusi-KOpTa OTOIBHMTAIM 3aJIBHKKM M TEPEBOPAYMBAIN BHUCEBIIME 33 CTEKJIOM TaOIUYKH C
«3akpvimo» Ha «OmKpvimo», BMeCTe ¢ HUMH TPOCHINANACh BCEJICHHAS HAIlEUYaTaHHBIX CTPAHMUII, BCe-
JIeHHas1 OTKPBITUI U BBILYMOK, BCEJIEHHAS CJIOB — OT U3bICKAHHBIX JI0 HEB3bICKaTe bHbIX. PacraxuBa-
JIUCh CTAaBHU, OTKPbIBasi B30PY MPOXOKHUX 3aXBATHIBAIIIYI0 TAHOPAMY MUPOBOM JINTEPATYPHI, OTKY/IA
Maxajy pyKaMu repor ¥ FepOMHH BCeX UCTOPHIA Ha CBETe, KOPOTKUX U JITTMHHBIX, HEMIPUTSI3ATEIbHBIX
Y 3aMBICJIOBATHIX.

YTpoM, KOrjja HOYHasl CTpaka JaBHO 3aBEpIIMa CBOM 00X0Jl, KHUTOTOPIOBIIbl pacriaxuBaJIH
HACTEXXb JBEPU JIake B 3MMHHI XOJIO[: HE JIJISl TOrO, KOHEYHO, YTOOBI IJIOTHYTh CBEKETO BO3/YXa, a,
HAIIPOTUB, JJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI HATIOJTHUTH YJIUITY KHUKHBIM apOMaToM. DTO OBbUT UX CIIOCOO OOPOTHCS C
mMuasmamu JIoHnoHa, ucTuHHOrO Mosoxa, JpeBHEro YyJOBHIIA, UCTOYABIIETO 3JI0BOHKE, C €r0 S10-
BUTBIMH UCTIAPEHUSIMA MHOTOYMCIICHHBIX (PaOpUK Ha 3a/IHMX JIBOPAX, C BOHBIO OT MCIpPAXHEHUN
’KUBOTHBIX M CTOUHBIX BOJI. Kask/10e yTpo KHUTOTOPTrOBIIbI 3aHOBO OPOCAIUCH B 3TY HEPABHYIO OUTBY
paay Toro, 4ToOkI B JIOHIOHCKOE 37I0BOHKE BIUIETAJICS TOHKUI apoMar, o KOTOPOMY UX MOTJIM OOHa-
PYXUTb €TUHOMBIIIUICHHUKH, UCKATEJT HEOOBIYAIHOTO U BO3BBIIIIEHHOTO, PAJIX TOTO, YTOOB OPOCUTH
BBI30B CKYyKE, OOBIJJCHHOCTU U TOBCEJHEBHOCTU. KHUTOTOProBIbl 3aMaHUBAJIM JIOHJOHIICB B JIAOU-
PUHTBI MEKTy KHM)KHBIMU TTOJIKAMU, HATIOMUHABIIIHE MEIEPbI, CBOIbI KOTOPBIX OBLIH COCTABJICHBI U3
KOXaHBIX KOPEIIIKOB M KAPTOHHBIX OOJIOKEK. B yIuBHUTEIbHOE 1[APCTBO UCTOPUIA.

B s10T yac B apyrux yronkax JlonmoHa apmusi pabovyrx JaBHBIM-JABHO MaplIMpoBajia BO3Je
CBOMX aJICKUX MAIlIMH, a MOJYHUINA KJIEPKOB YCAKMBAIUCh B TECHBIC KOHTOPBI, IIPOIJIOTUB CKY/IHBIH
3aBTpaK C YJAMYHOIO JIOTKA: YAIKy JKMIKOTO 4Yasi WM Kode ¢ JIByMSI TOHKUMH KyCOYKaMu XjieOa
BCETO 32 OJHO MEeHHHU.

Moka yessiib Goraveit CTOproBhiBasia MsICO M OBOIIM HA JIOHJOHCKHMX PhIHKaX U TOMOHMJIA TIO]
CBOJIaMM F'OPOJICKHX CYII0B, B CeCHI-KOpTe HECTIEIITHO HAYMHAJICS JIeHb. B rpsi3HO-KOPUYHEBOI CHEX-
HOM Kallle pacyMIIaIuCh JOPOXKU WM PACKJIa/IbIBAIaCh MEIIKOBUHA, YTOOBI OOJIErYUTh MOKYIaTe-
JISIM JIOCTYT K TOW WJIM MHOM JIaBKe. B meun pasjiyBasii OroHb, KJIsIHsI IIPH 3TOM BOJISIHOM HAacoc B
nojiBasie, B KOTopoM 3amépana Boga. Co IBopa B 3aHIOI0 KOMHATy MPUHOCWIIM JIPOBa, pazOupasu
Oymaru, OCTaBIIKMECS CO BYEPAIITHETO JIHS, JIUCTATM CTPAHUIIBI KHUT — JIIOOUMBIX U 3aYMTAHHBIX WJIH,
HAIPOTHB, eIIE TEPIKO MaxHYIIUX TUHorpacuei. [lepeyJok KHUTOTOProBIIEB, OMH U3 IBYX B CBOEM
pore, cymiecTBoBaBIMX B JIOHIOHE (0 JpyroM YMTaTesy YCIbIIAT YyTh MO3%Ke), ObLT 0a3UCOM CIIO-
KOUCTBUS ITOCPEI CyeThl OOJTBIIOro ropoaa. HecoMHeHHO, U TYT Kuriena padoTa: B3a/ ¥ BIepE ] Ipo-
TUTBIBAJTH SANIVKY, HAOUTBIE (DOIMAHTAMH, a Te, KTO Ha CBOEM ropOy UX TammJi, Oypuanu cede Mo HoC,
KaJysich Ha OOJIb B CITMHE U Ocjiadinee 3peHre. Bpemst OT BpeMeHH CITy4allich CCOphI, €3 KOTOPBIX
He 00OMTHCH, €CIN IBA/IIATh MAra3MHOB, PACIIOJIOKEHHBIX PSJIOM JIPYT C APYTrOM, TOPTYIOT OJHUM U
TeM ke ToBapoM. OIHaKO He MO3IHee 3aKaTa STU CCOPbI YIKUBAIKCH (XOTs Obl B OOIIMX YepTax), 1
JKUATEJN YAUILIBI COOMPATUCH B €TUHCTBEHHOM MECTHOM Ta0e: HaJjl BXOIOM B HETO KPacoBJIOCh U300-
pakeHHe BETYMHBI U HAJIHUCh: «X3M».

OnHako 1Mo yTpam y KHUTOTOPIrOBIEB ObUIO MPUHSATO 3/I0POBAThCS C KHUTAMU U JPYT C JPY-
TOM M, OTKPBIBAs JIABKU, EXKUTHCSI OT CKBO3HSIKA B TYCKJIOM CBETE I'a30BbIX (DOHApEi, MOKa HaKOHeI|
Ha HeOO He BBIKATHIBAJIOCH COJTHIIE: €0 JIyYH Opocasi OTOJECKH Ha CEPHO-KENTHIN IbIM, TIOTHUMAB-
IIMFCS U3 JBIMOXOIOB. B cHeromaj XJornbsi cHera ObLTH CEPbIMH OT KOTIOTH YTOJIBHBIX TIeUeid, a HHO-
raa ¢ 00JIaKOB Ha TOPOJI TIAJAJTU U YEPHBIE KPYIUHKHU, CJIOBHO Yerlyiky HouHoro HeOa. Jaxe Cecui-
KOPT, )KUTEJIM KOTOPOTO YMEJIH LIEHUTh OeJIM3HY OyMard U YKCTOIUIOTHOCTD, TIEPUOIMUYECKU CTaHO-
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BUJICS XKEPTBOH JIOHJOHCKOTO CMOTa, M B HEKOTOPHIX JIABKAX CTOSIM HATOTOBE YEXJIbl ISl YAMYHOM
00yBM TIOKyMaTesiel, MPUXOASIIUX C XOIOAA.

Vrpom 3 nexadps 1880 romga, oKoino MOSOBUHBI CeABMOro yTpa, B okHax Cecui-Kopra, Kak
OOBIYHO, 32XKIJIMCh TIEPBbIE JIaMIIbl. BO MHOTMX MarasmHax BUTPUHBI, BHIXOIAIIME HA YIUILY, ObLIA
caenaHbl B (hopMe SpKEpOB: CUsIHHE, NPOCAuMBAIONIeecs: U3 TIyOMHBl MarasuHa, majajo Ha Toma,
BBUIOKEHHBIE /17151 IPUBJICUSHHU ST KIIMEHTYPbI, M OTOPAChIBAJIO YIJIOBAThIe TEHU Ha MOCTOBYIO. X0351eBa
«["apranTioa u [antarpioans», «Xpama Cepanuca» u «OctpoBa [Ipocniepo» Bceria nogHUMAIUCh
TIEPBBIMU.

Wrak, Tperbero nekaOpsi miepe]] BUTPUHAME MPOXakMBalach (purypa B JUIMHHOM NaJbTO: U3
CBeTa B TeHb M 00paTHO. Tak paHO KUTENM OOBIYHO HE TMOKA3bIBAIKCH HA YJHILIE, TO9TOMY HUKTO HE
MOT' Pacro3HaTh JIMIA HE3HAKOMIIA TO71 IILTATION, HAABUHYTOM Ha caMblil J106. Houblo mopMopo3uiio:
YIMYHAsI CHeXKHAsI Kallla yCIeNa 3aCThiTh. 3aJle[JeHeBIasi KOpKa MOX pyCThIBasIa MO/ KaOyKaMH 3aKy-
TAHHOT'O TOCTS MPU KaKIO0M €ro 11are.

INepen omHOM M3 MaBOUYeK (CBET B Hell OOBIYHO HE 3aropajicsl paHbllle BOCBMHU yTpa) He3Ha-
KOMell OCTaHOBWIICA. JIan€Kuil HOKOT KOIBIT JIOIIAAEN W3BO3UYMKOB CMEUIMBAJICS ¢ KPUKAMU MaJlb-
YHIIEK-Ta3eTYMKOB, TIEPE3BOHOM JIOH/IOHCKMX KOJIOKOJIEH M BOPKOBaHHEM TolyOeid ToJ CTpexamu
JOMOB. 3/1eCb, MEXIy HaBUCABIIUX Haj yiuuen gacanoB Cecua-KopTa, BECh 3TOT AANEKUNA TOPOA-
CKOMH IIyM ¥ CyMaToxa 3By4ajii Kak TIyOOKHUI BIOX, CIOBHO KHUTH COOUPAJIMCH C IyXOM Iepel TeM,
KaK BBICTABUTh HAIOKa3 CBOM OOJIOKKHM M BO BCEH Kpace MpecTarh repest MOCeTUTENIMHU.

Mex OT3BYKOB CyMaTOXH, JTOHOCHMBIIMXCSI C COCEHUX YJIUIl, M1 MOTYaHHUs, OKYTHIBABIIETO
cam Cecui-kopT, (purypa He3HaKOMIIa OCTAHOBWJIACh Niepe/l IBYyX3TaxHbiM IoMoM Ne 14. Crapasich
JBIIIATH Yepe3 YEPHBIN HIETKOBbIN 1mapd, YeJOBEeK B HUIATE Yepe3 OKHO paccMaTpuBall JIaBKY, pac-
TOJIaraBIIyIOCsl Ha IEPBOM 3TaXke.

Ha dacane noma kpacoBanach BbeiBecka «JInbep MyHau»: pa3Manmctast OJecTsiasi HaIuch,
HaIMCcaHHasl 30JI0THIMHA OyKBaMH, TSHYJIACh HAJl BCEl BUTPUHOM 10 BxoAa. B TEMHOI BUTpUHE Tpo-
MO3/IWJIMCh CTOIIKA KHUT, HA BTOPOM, XMJIOM, 3TaXe CBET TOXE IOKA He ropejl. 3a KpOIIeYHbIMU
YepaavyHbIMU OKOIIKaMH, Ka3aJloCh, TPEMbIXaI0Ch TIaMsI CBEUH, OJJHAKO NP ONMKaMIIeM paccMOT-
peHur 00HaPYKUJIOCh, YTO B CTEKJIAX MPOCTO OTPAKAETCS CBET U3 JIOMa HAIPOTHB.

Bce tpoe obutareneit «Jludep Mynan» emé cnami: Mepcu AMOepaeii B CBoeit KOMHATe HaJl
MaraszuHoM, Temnect u @unaHaep — 3TaKoM Bblllle, B MaHcapAe Nof Kpblieid. OHKM HUKOT/1a He MpU-
HAJIe)KATU K YUCITy KHUTOTOProBiieB Cecri-KopTa, MOKUIABIINX CBOM MOCTENIN NIEPBbIMHU, XOTSI UX
JIaBKa BCerJa OTKPbIBaJach POBHO B BOCEMb yTpa. B TO Bpems Kak B Jpyrux JoMax ye rOTOBUIIU
OBCSIHKY WJIA OBOIITHOE pary, B «JIubep MyHau» emié mapuia tumvHa. [109ToMy HUKTO W3 HUX HE
3aMeTwWII, Kak 3arajodHast (purypa, Xpycrsi KabIyKaMu 1o MoaMEP3IIeMy CHETy, MpUOIM3UiIach KO
BXOJY B JIaBKY U, OKQ3aBIINUCh MIOYTH Yy JBEPH, I0JIe3J1a 3a Ma3yXy NajbTo, 3aTeM, UYyTh IIOMEJINB,
HAKJIOHWJIACh U TIPOCYHYJIA MOJ1 ABEPb TIOUTOBBIA KOHBEPT.

Koraa koHBept rcues, 3akyTaHHast purypa 3aMepra, CJIOBHO 001yMbIBas1, PABUJIbHO JIU TIOCTY-
nwia. B KoHIle KOHIIOB OHa BBINPSIMUIIACH, C/€Najia [1Ba Lara Ha3aj U NOBEPHYJach CIIMHOM K 3/a-
HUIO, HE YITYCTUB IPH TOM CJTy4asi OpOCUTb B3IJIs] Ha OKHA BTOPOTro 3Taxa. Tam nmo-mpexHemy ObU1o
TEMHO.

[Tonmép3ias cisiKoTh BHOBb 3axpycTesa MoJ canoramu He3Hakomia. B OKHax 3aKurajmch
namibl: Cecui-KopT IMPUBETCTBOBAJI HOBBIM JIEHb. B nepeyJike crano ropaszio cBetiee, OIHAKO Tenepb
OH cHOBa omycresn. Eciu Obl He crieqipl, Beymye cHavana K apepu «JIudep MyHau», a moToM mpovb
OT JIABKU, MOKHO OBUIO OBI PEIIUTh, UTO B TIEpeyIKe OOBIBAJI IPU3PAK — MPU3PAK U3 TTPOIILIOTO.
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CrepyonmiM 1o3HAM BedepoM Mepcu AmOepreisi B TOJTHOM OAMHOYECTBE TOPOIUIMBO
arasa o HadepesxxHor Tem3bl. Ha Helt ObUTO AJTBTO, CIUIIKOM TOHKOE JIJTsI XOJIOHOM JIOH/IOHCKOW
3UMBI, Y IIANKa-yIIaHKa, HAABUHYTAs HA YIIH U MPEKPACHO AOTOHUBINAS Obl KOCTIOM OOIIMaHa, HO
HUKaK He XPYNKHUi JeBUYMI CHITy3T. VI3-TI0]] marky BRIOMBAIMCH PhIKUE 3aBUTKHU BOJIOC, a U30 pTa
BBIPBIBAIMCH 00J1auka napa. Pyku Mepcu cripsitana B MeXoByIo My(pTy; TaM ke OHa HecJia CBOIO cep-
AEYHYI0O KHUTY Y TIPSMOYTOJIbHBINA KYCOK KapTOHa C Haanuchio: «Hummepmapkr» !

Kak u ocramphble Marasunsl B Cecui-kopre, JaBka «JInbep MyHam» paboTana 10 JOecsATH
BeUepa; cerlyac ke CTpeska yacoB MpHOMMKAIach K oguHHaAuaTu. Ha3Hauate cBUAaHWE B CTOJb
MO3JHUI Yac ObLJIO PEIIUTENILHO 32 TPAHBIO MPUIMYHIA, OHAKO O TOM, COOTBETCTBYET JIM €€ MoBejie-
HUe MTPpaBIJIaM MTPUIIAYHS ISl He3aMyKHHUX JeBUI, Mepcu 6eCrioKOMIIO MeHbIIe Bcero. B 3T yackl Ha
ynuiax JIoH10Ha ITApUJIM TTPECTYITHUKY U TpabUTeN M — ToloBOpe3bl u3 Oanabl Pynenbkornda, 3anpas-
nssive B Coxo, MPUXBOCTHU HEKOPOHOBAHHOM KopoJsieBbl YaitHa-TayHa Majgam Kcy, He roBops yxke
000 Bcex TeX, KTO MPH CBETE JHsI CKPbIBAJI CBOU MATOJIOTMYECKHE CKJIIOHHOCTH MO/l MACKOHM XOPOIINX
MaHep U YUCTHIM ILIaThEM.

Mepcu criermmiia 1o y3Koi Jopokke B1oib Oepera Tem3bl. CripaBa OT He€ Hecia CBOM BOJIBI
peka, cieBa BHICHUTUCH (pacafpl makray3oB. Briepeau Ha Bogou ciiado cBEeTHIIUCH (poHApY U BUJTHE-
JIUCh KaMEHHbIE apKu JIOHZOHCKOTO MOCTA.

JIBoe Opoasr HaBecese 3aCBUCTeNH Benel MepceH, poAosikasi, OMHAKO, KOBBUIATh B TIPOTHBO-
T0JI0’KHOM HaIlpaBJICHUU.

[TpumepHO B cTa MeTpax nepes; MOCTOM BO3BBILIAJICS OMUHOKKI (DOHAphb, B CBETE KOTOPOTO HA
CHETy ChE&XKMIIACh ToIlas crapyxa B nuisirie. Ha e€ nmpaBoM rjieue cujies1 OMHOKPBUTHINA ronyos. Mepcu
OCTQHOBHJIACH B HECKOJIBKMX ITarax oT He€ M yKe OTKpbuUIa ObUIO POT, YTOOBI 3arOBOPUTD C HEH, Kak
BIPYT rofyOb ¥ cTapyXa OIHOBPEMEHHO IMO/IHSLIA FOJIOBBI M YCTaBMIIKCH B JIIIO Mepcu. CeeT (hoHapst
yIaj Ha TIOKpacHeBIMe 1iaza u 0e33yobid por. CTapyxa HepazOOpPUMBO MPOOOPMOTAIa KaKUe-TO
MPOKJISTUSA, U € OAOOPOIOK BHOBb OECCHIIBHO yNai Ha rpyab. OQUH JHIIb ronyOb, THXO BOPKYS,
HEOTPBIBHO CJIE/INJ 32 JEBYILIKOM.

Mepcu pa3msliluisiia, He MPeJIOKUTh JIM HUIIEHKE IOMOLIb — CKaXkKeM, IOBECTH €€ 10 KPbLIbLIA
Onukaiiiero qoma, e oHa Morvia Obl HAlTH 3aIUTy OT CHera U BeTpa, — OJIHAKO cTapyxa yxke Max-
HyJIa PyKOM, KaK 4acoBOM nepe ByKUuHreMcKuM ABOPIIOM: MPOXO/IU, MOJI, He 3ajiepKuBaiics. Mepcu
CyHyJIa CBOIO CEpIeUHyI0 KHUT'Y B KapMaH — My(Ta ocTanach OONTaTrhCsl Ha TeCEMKaX — U 00eMMHU
pyKamu B3sJ1ach 3a HaNMCAHHBINA KycOK KapToHa. BeesHaiika cooOmu eil, uto «HummepmMapkT» —
SIBHO HEMEIIKOE CJIOBO, HO €My HEM3BECTHO, YTO OHO 03HavaeT. Hu B oqHOM 13 OECUMCICHHBIX KHHT,
OTKy/la OH Yeprnaj MH(OPMaLHIO, TAKOTO CJIOBA HE BCTPEYasIoCh.

B konBepre, koTopbiii Mepcu oOHapykuia Ha 1ojty nepen ABepbio «JInbep MyHnu», neBymnika
HallUla BBIIIEOIMCAHHYIO KAPTOHKY U COIIPOBOAUTENILHOE MTUCbMO: B HEM Ha3bIBAJIUCH JIEHb, BPEMSI U
MECTO, KyJa i HaJIexkaslo sBUThCS, a TAKXKe COAEPKAIUCh KpaTKUe YKa3aHUs, 4To CIIEAyeT JeaTh
notom. Hanpasnsisice Ha Geper Temsbl, Mepcr BHUMATENIbHO BbhICMATpUBAJIA, HE MPECIIEAyeT JIN e€
KTO-HUOY/Ib, HO HUKOTO He oOHapyxwia. Kpome He€, 31ech He ObUIO HM TYIIH, €CIIU HEe CUMTATh
HUIIEHKY 10j1 (poHaApEM.

Yacel mpoOmiin oquHHAAIATh. Mepcu 3akalia KapTOHKY B JIQJIOHSIX, CBells UX Tepel IPyIbio B
MOJIMTBEHHOM JKECTE, Ha HECKOJIbKO CEKYH]] 3aKpblila IJ1a3a U CHOBA UX OTKpbLIA.

®oHnapp, crapyxa Mo HUM U rofiyOb Ha e€ Tuleue OCTaJiCh Ha MecTe, OJHAKO BOKPYTI HUYTO
Oosiee He HAIOMUHAJIO O IIAPUBIIIEH 3/1€Ch TOJBKO UTO MycToTe. Terneps nepex Mepcu BO3BbIIIANACH
TpEXITaXKHAsI KaMEHHas1 OallHsI ¢ 3yO4aToil Kpbiiied. MacCHBHBIE MOTYKPYIJIbie BOPOTa ObLIMA pac-

! «HI/IMMepMapKT» JOCJIOBHO IIEPEBOAUTCS KaK «HI/IKOFLLaLHHI/Iﬁ PBIHOK».
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MaxXHYTHl U BEJIM HA MOCT, KOTOPOTO €MI€ HECKOJILKO CEeKYH/[I Ha3a/l 3/1ech He OblI1o0. B3risHyB HaseBo,
Mepcu yoeaumnack, uro JIOHIOHCKHIA MOCT TMO-TIpeskHeMy Ha MecTe. [IpaBa, ceiiyac OH Ka3ajcs 9yTh
PACIUTBIBUATBIM, CIIOBHO TYMaH TOJIBKO UTO CTYCTWJICSA, CEJIaB OKPYXAIOIIMA MUpP OoJiee 3bI0KIM.
Jlpyroii sxe MOCT, TOJIBKO YTO BO3HUKIIMKM TIepe]] IeBYIIKOM U3 MYCTOTHI, IO cpaBHEHHIO ¢ JIOHIOH-
CKMM MOCTOM Ka3aJiCsl IPSIMO-TaKH HETIPaBAONOAOOHO PEaIbHBIM.

Hwuienka no-npexHemMy HEMOABUKHO CHJENa Y MOAHOXHUS (pOHAPHOTO CTON0A, MO-BUIMMOMY
HE 3aMevast MPOM3OIIEANINX BOKPYT He€ n3MeHeHuH. Jlaxke MoAHsIB roioBy, OHa He CMOrIa Obl pa3-
[JIs17IeTh OAIIHIO U MOCT: JJIsl He€ OHM OCTAaBAJIMCh HEBUAUMBIMH. Y He€ He MMEJIOCh MPUTJIAIICHHUS.
Jlopora Ha Ty CTOpoHY OblIa OTKpBITA TOJIBKO it Mepcu.

Bopota He oxpassuuck. MepcH pelmTenbHO 3aiiarayia K BBICOKOMY HOJMYKPYIJIOMY TPOEMY:
TEMHOTa HeMeJIEHHO ToryoTuia e€. JleBymika ¢ TpyJoMm pasiuyajia BUCEBIIHE HA CTEHAX IyCThie
niozicTaBku 1is (pakesioB. C Ipyroii CTOPOHBI BOPOT Ha KaMEHHbIE TIeprJia MOCTa OBUTH YCTAHOBJICHBI
ra3oBble (POHApH, OIHAKO ¥ OHU He ropesiu. ToNbKO OTCBET OrHel peanbHoro JIoHaoHa, oruei rno ty
cTopoHy Tem3bl, HEMHOTO paccerBajl TYMaH, BHIXBATHIBAs U3 HOYHOW TEMHOTBHI OUEPTaHUS MOCTA.
[TpoTuBoOIONOKHBIN Oeper ObUT MOrPyKEH BO MpakK, Kak OyATO TaM B OJMH MUT MOTYXJIM BCE JIAMIIBI 1
ceuu. [lepexons mo mocty, Mepcu nokunana Jlonaon. [lepen Heit Jiexkasu 3eMJIu, I0CTYIT B KOTOPbIe
OTKPbIBAJICSI OJJHUM JIMIIb OMOTMOMAaHTaM.

HummepMapKT sBIISJICS OTHUM M3 TaK Ha3bIBAEMBIX YOSKUIII, CO3/IAHHBIX OMOTMOMaHTaMU, O
KOTOPBIX il MHOT1a paccKasbiBaul Banentun. Cama oHa HU pa3y He ObIBasa B 3THX YOKUIIAX U IaKe
He BujeNa ux; 0osee TOoro, OHa COMHEBAJIaCh, YTO Ty/a HEMPEMEHHO CTOMJIO OTIHPABIISATHCS 32 Yac
10 TIOJTYHOUH.

«51 Oyny xmath Bac Ha MOCTY, — 3HAUMJIOCH B TIFICbME, M, BHIHBIPHYB U3 TEMHOTO TIPOEMa BOPOT,
Mepcu yBujziena, Kak JaJeKo BIepeu, Ha MOIYyTH Mexay Oeperamu Temsbl, 3aKErcsi OMUHOKUIA
oroHék. — [Ipuxonure ogHa. f xouy cnenarb Bam Hekoe npeiioKeHue» .

Mepcu mbITanach YMTaTh MUCHMO Yepe3 JIyrmy UCTHHBI, YTOOBI Y3HATh UCTUHHBIE HAMEPEHUSI
TOr0, KTO MUCAJI €ro, OHAKO OOHApYXuJIa, uTo Jlymna criocoOHa MpOsICHATS JIMIIb HAMEPEHH T aBTOPOB
nevaTHbIX u3Aanuid. Ha pykonucHble JOKYMEHTHI €€ yAMBUTEIbHbIE CBOMCTBA HE PACIIPOCTPAHSLIIHCH.

MocT ObUT ITYCT — HU TTOBO30K, HU TEIIEX0I0B, — TOITOMY CHET, OKPHIBABIIIAI €r0, OCTaBaJICS
MOYTH HETPOHYTHIM. Ha TEMHBIX ra30BbIX (POHAPSIX BO3BHIIIAINCH CHEKHBIE HIATTKH.

OIMHOKMI OrOHEK B OTHAJIEHUN OKA3aJICA MACJISTHOM JIAMITON C BBICOKOH CTEKJISTHHOHN KOJIOOM.
OHa cTosiia Ha iepuiax C JIEBOM CTOPOHBI MOCTa. PsoM ¢ jamMrioit, 0OJIOKOTUBIIIKCH U 3aCYHYB TITy-
OOKO B KapMaHBl PyKH, CTOSUT YeJIOBEK B LIMJIMHIpE, mapde 1 JJTHHHOIOIOM HaJIbTO.

— Pan, uto BBl cMoru npuiity, — npousHéc Ceapuk e Acrapak, korga Mepcu okazanach B
IATH marax ot Hero. OH OTOIIEN OT KAaMEHHOTO Mapamnera U OCTajCs CTOSITh, He MPUOIMKAsACh K
nesymike. Ero nivHHbIE Y€pHBIE BOJIOCH Ma/1ald HA MEXOBOW BOPOTHHK, OCTABJISIS JIMLIO B TEHU, —
€ro YepThl JIMIIb YTaIpBAIUCh. B ouepenHoii pa3 Mepcu nopasui ero 6e3ynpeyHblil aHIJIMACK Ui 0e3
KaKoro-amoo HaMEka Ha (PpaHITy3CKHIA aKIIeHT.

— HoGpeiit Beuep, Cenpuk.

— Beuep no6psiii, Mepcu. [Ipoctute, 4To BHIOpa AJ1s1 BCTPEYM CTONb MPOyBaeMOE MECTO.

— Ionaraio, Bbl BHIOpAJIM €ro HeCIpocTa.

Ha nipotsikeHny nsiTi MecsineB, MPOIIEAIINX ¢ UX OCeaHel BeTpeur, MepcH He pa3 JIoBHIIa
ce0s1 Ha MbICH, uTo Aymaer o Ceapuke ne Acrapake; MHOTJA MPU STOM OHA 33/1aBajlach BOITPOCOM,
HACKOJILKO OH BOOOIIIe MPUHUMAT €€ Bcephe3. OHU 00a ObUM OMOIMOMaHTaMU: OHA TOProBajia aHTH-
KBapHBIMU KHUT'aMH, OH SIBJISUICSI areHTOM AJlamMaHTOBOM akajgemuu. [lonroga Hazan eMy ynayioch
BBISICHUTB, UTO UMs1 Mepcu AMOepzeii1, o, KOTOPhIM JIEBYIIKa BBIPOC/A, OHA MOTyYWIa HE TPH
POXIEHUM M YTO B AEHCTBUTEIBHOCTH OHA — TMOCJEJHUN OTIPHICK pojia AHTHKBA, CUMTABIIETOCS
uctpedaeHHbIM. [IpsiMast 00513aHHOCTh OXOTHMKA 32 peHerataMu ObljTa IMKBUIMPOBATD €€ KaK MOKHO
CKOpee; BMeCTO 3TOro oH otaan e Jlynmy uctunsl u 6eccienno ucues. Bnpouem, nocnenHee, Bepo-
SITHO, BXOJWJIO B MIPUBBIYKYU BCEX TAlHBIX areHTOB.
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— Kak noxuBaer Baiia oxora 3a M3MeHHUKamMu? — IOMHTepecoBaiach Mepcu.

— 41 3TM Gorbllie He 3aHUMAIOCh. $1 TOPOCHIT pa3peleH s COCPEIOTOUUTHCS HA APYTOM Jejie.

Borpoc, MmyumnBmmii Mepcu, cOCTOsIT HE B TOM, MOXHO JI BEpUTh €€ COOECeIHUKY, a B TOM,
XOTeJia I OHA BepuTh eMy. CIHMIIKOM CKYIHBIMHU M OTPHIBOUHBIMU CBEIEHUSIMU 00 AJlaMaHTOBOM
aKaJeMUu 1 e€ peasbHOW BJIACTH pacriofiarayia JIeByIKa; o camoM ke Ceapuke ne Actapake OHa He
3HaJIa TIOYTU HIYEro. Bo3MOKHO, 3TO ObLIM €ro HacTosIIue UMs 1 (haMUJIHsl, Jaxe TUTYJ MapKu3a.
A BO3MOXHO, B JISICTBUTEILHOCTH OH Jaxe He ObUT (DPAHITy30M.

— 310 BCE emé cBsA3aHO ¢ AniekcaHapoM AOGCOIOHOM?

Cenpvk KUBHYJI, M CBET JIAMITBI CKOJIL3HYJI MO ero Jinily. OH Oosbllie He BB TAKIM U3MO-
TaHHBIM, KaK BO BpeMsl UX nocieanei Bcrpeun B Cecusi-kopTte, U BeE ke Mepcu ucryraiach. 3a 3To
BpeMs ¢ CeIpuKOM 4TO-TO MPOU3OIILIO; PaHbI, IOTyYEHHbIE UM, Ka3aJI0Ch, OCTABMIIN ITyOOKHIA CJ1ejt
HE TOJIBKO Ha TeJie, HO U B Ayie. Ha ero suie jexana neyatb OeCKOHEYHOU YCTaIOCTH.

— 3HauuT, BbI €lI€ HE MONMaJId CBOETO 3aKJISITOrO Bpara.

— Her, oH He xenaer obneryars MHe 3Ty 3a/1a4y.

Mepcu ynbIOHYyIaCh:

— Bb110 OBl %autb, ecyii Obl OH TIOJAJICS BaM, He MpaB/ia Jiu?

Cenpyk CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY, Kak Oy/ITO PUKU/IBIBASI, CMEETCS OHA HaJl HUM Wik HeT. [TopeiB eps-
HOT'O BeTpa cOWJI TOPCTh KOJII0YEro CHera C maparieta U paccesi ero HaJl MOCTOM.

— Hagaiite npoiaémcs. — Cepuk MpUIIIAIIAIIIE MAXHY/I PYKOW B HAIpaBJIeHUU JPYron CTO-
POHBI MOCTA, IJIe ITaprjIa KpOMEITHasi TEMHOTA.

PazBe otciona He JOMKHBI BUAHETHCS OrHU yoexuma? OQHaKo 3HaHUS O MOpTasiax u Mepexo-
Iax, KOTOpbIMU pacriosiaraia Mepcu, ObUTH CJIMIIIKOM CKYAHBIMH, YTOOBI 9TO OOCTOSITENIbCTBO BCEPhE3
YIOUBUJIO €€.

V6exuIa mpeicTaBIsiiv coO0i OCKOJKH MapasuIeIbHON pealbHOCTH, CO3JJaHHbIe OMOTMOMAaH-
TaMU C TIOMOIIBIO KHIKHOM Maruw [yisi ceOst v cede nonoOHbIX. [ToroBapruBaim o ToM, 4YT0 HEKOTOPBIE
13 YOEXKHIIl CYIECTBOBAIM ellé BO BpeMeHa nouteHHou Deapwl ['epkynanuu, mpamarepu Ouodmo-
MaHTHKH, OJHAKO OOJIBIIIMHCTBO M3 HUX BO3HUKJIO ropaso nozxke. Ha nensru Tpéx pomoBs, nmpaBuB-
X MUPOM OUOTMOMAHTHKY C TIOMOIIIBI0 AJJAMAaHTOBOM aKaJIeMUM, COIEePKaIMCh MAaCTEPCKUe, Tie
JIHEM M HOUBIO KHTIesa padoTa Mo MPOEKTUPOBAHMIO HOBBIX yoexwutl. [Tpuémusiii oter; Mepcu Basen-
THH PACCKa3bIBaJI €l O HEKOTOPBIX M3 HUX — MPEsK/ie BCEro 00 YHUKE, I7ie pacrosaraiuch YHUBEPCH-
TETHI, B KOTOPBIX MPENOIABAIH BBICIIYI0 OMOTMOMAHTHKY, — OAHAKO €My CaMOMY He JJOBEJIOCh MTOOBI-
BaTh HU B OMHOM U3 yOexwull. «JIOHIOH TIOCTATOYHO BEJIMK U TOJIOH Yy/IeC, — TOBApUBaJl OH, — HO B
TO e BpeMsl 10 KpalHOCTH yKaceH». U rae B HEM MOXHO ObLIO HAUTHU YTOJIOK, TPOMMTAHHBINA OUO-
JIMOMAHTHKOM OoJibITie, YeM repeynok Cecu-KopT, mpruodekuIe KHUrodeen?

— ¢4 moutn HMYero He 3HawW 00 yOexwulne 1Moja HazBaHueM «HummepmapkT», — mpon3Heca
Mepcu, niaras psaom ¢ CerpukoM U COMHEBAsICh, YTO MPABMIIBHO MTPOU3HOCHUT 3TO CIIOBO.

— D10 HeyaMBUTEIbHO. Maio KoMy U3BECTHO O TOM, YTO Mpou3oiuio ¢ HummepmapkTom.

[Toka oHM MeJJICHHO IIarajiy Mo MOCTY, TIOHSIB BOPOTHUKHW CBOWX MAJIBTO U TIOIUIOTHEE YKY-
TaBIIUChH B 1Iapdbl, MepcH MuITajlach pa3IMuUTh XOTh YTO-HUOY/Ib B KPOMEITHON ThMe, B HAIPaB-
JIEHMH KOTOPOM OHM JBUTanuch. Kaxercsi, TaM rpoMO3/IMIOCh HEUYTO TEMHOE — BEpPOSITHO, BTOPas
HaJIBpaTHas OallHsi, CAMMETPUYHAS TOU, YTO CTOsIIa Ha Apyrou cropore. Jlanamadt 3a OarHe mo-
MpexXHEMY CKpbIBajia TEMHOTA.

— HummepmapkTa 6orbliie He cylecTByeT, — npopokain Cenpuk. — Bel momHuTe, 51 KOraa-To
pacckasbiBal BaM O TOM, 4To AJiekcaHap AGCosoH roryown rienoe yoexwie? Tam, Briepeau, Jiexar
€ro PyvHBI.

Uem panblnie OHM IIUTM, TeM sIBCTBeHHee Mepcu Ka3anoch, 4TO BOKPYT He€ 3ByYar IuiavyyInue
kKaJIoOHBIe Tojioca. .. Vi 9T0 3UMHMIA BeTep IMOCBUCTHIBAJ B IIEJISIX KAMEHHOW KJIaaKu?..
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— HummepmapKT ObLT yOeKHIIeM BBICIIErO paHra, OQHUM U3 MEPBBIX, CO3/IaHHBIX MO MPUKa3y
ponoB Autoro 3ajia. IMeHHO O3TOMY OH HOCHJI HEMEIIKOEe Ha3BaHUE, XOTsI OPTas, BeAyIIH Ty/a,
HaxonuJiics B JIoHIOHe.

AJIBIIA 3271 YITPABJIST MUPOM OMOJIMOMAHTOB 10 CO3/IaHUs AJTaMaHTOBOW akaaemuu. Terneph u3
AT HEMEUKUX KHUTON34aTCJIbCKUX III/IHaCTI/Iﬁ, YUYpE€OAUBIIHNX €r0, OCTAJIOCh TOJILKO TpU: APYIHU€ IBa
pona, AHTHKBA U Po3eHkpeiill, 0OBUHUIM B n3MeHe 1 uctpedusm. Ilocine storo cemeiictsa Kanroc,
Xummenb 1 JIOOHMYT, 3aXBaTUBIIME BJIACTb, OOBEAMHUINCH, YTOOBI CO3/1aTh AIaMaHTOBYIO aKajie-
MUIO, ¥ C TeX TIOp HANPAMYIO YIIPABJISIA YOXKUIAMU, TPH HEOOXOAMMOCTH ITyCKasi B XOJ OTPSI/IbI
nonuimu. B JIoOHIOHE 1 ApYrux ropojiax OHM MOKa JeHCTBOBAIM MEHee sIBHO: TaliHOe 00IIEeCTBO O1O-
JIMOMAHTOB BJIMSLJIO HA TIPOMCXOJSIIIEE B MUPE TIOCPECTBOM CBOMX IOCIIOB M ar€HTOB.

— Yro npousomnwno? — Yem Omrke OHU MOAXOIWIN K 6echopMeHHON YEPHON Macce Ha Tpo-
THUBOIIOJIOKHON CTOPOHE MOCTa, TeM CHJIbHee Mepcu cTaHOBUIIOCH He 1o cebe. — [Toyemy AOconioHn
YHUUTOXUII 11e510€ yoexure?

— Honras ucropusi. [lymaio, 94To HM OMH YeJIOBEK Ha CBETE HE B COCTOSHUU TOHSIThH €r0 10
KOHIIa. Jlaxke 5, a 51 Beb YK€ MHOTO JIeT WY IO €ro CJemdy.

«Moit 3aknsaThiid Bpar». Tak korma-to HaszBan ero Ceapuk. «Hemeswna, kapawoimasi JMYHO
meHsi». Torga Mepcu npo ceOst XUXUKHYJIA: AeCKaTh, He CIMIIKOM JIM MHOTO nateTuku?.. OHaKo ¢
TeX TIOp €€ MpeACTaBICHNs] O HEHABUCTH M BPaX /e 3HAYUTEIIbHO pacIIMpuiInch. Tereps el Ka3auioch,
YTO OHA JIy4Ille TOHMMAET, YTO OH XOTeJl CKa3aTb.

— SlcHo omHO, — Tem BpeMeHeM mnpopokan Cenpuk, — B Humvepmapkre AOCOTIOH BBITYCTHIT
Ha cBoOOjIy HeuTo yx)kacHoe. Kak oH cam Ha3biBaeT, «HeoOxomumoe 3110». ITo HEUTO Bpo/E MOMeIla-
TEJIbCTBA, OXBaTHBIIero yoexurie. [To-Buaumomy, AOCOTIOH HEIOOIIEHHI €T0 OMIACHOCTb, U THICSYaM
OMOIMOMaHTaM TMPUIILJIOCh 3aIUIATUTh 32 ero omMOKy. He coMHeBaloCh, UTO M CErofiHst OH TPYIUTCS
HaJ| ycoBepiieHcTBoBaHHeM HeoOxomumoro 3ma, a Takxke Haj TeM, YTOObI TOJHOCTBIO KOHTPOJIUPO-
BaThb ero. Ecim 3710 ynactcs emy, OH CMOXET IPUMEHSTD €r0 ¢ ropaszio OOJbIIeN TOYHOCTHIO, U TOTAa
noMuiyit Hac bor.

— Heo6xoaumoe 3:10... — TUXO moBTOprUiIa MepcH 1 CHOBa MPHCIyIIaiach K xkanodam, pa3Ho-
cuBmmMcs HaJ MocToMm. [Toxoxe, 3a moroneit Ceniprika 3a AGCOJIOHOM JIEHCTBUTEIFHO CKPBIBAIOCH
HEUTO MOCJIOKHEE «HEKPACUBOU UCTOPUM O B3aMMHOM MECTH», KAK OH OJIHAK/1bl BBIPA3KJICS.

— [Ipoiig€r MHOTO CcTONETUH, — TeM BpeMeHeM roBopui CejpuK, — OKa 3TO MECTO CHOBA CTaHET
MIPUTOHBIM 151 KU3HU M TIPEBPATUTCSI B HOBOE YOEKHIIE. DTO CIIYYUTCS HE Ha HAIlleM C BAMU BEKY.

Mepcu ocranoBuiIach U npuaepxaina Cenpuka 3a pykas:

— ITouemy BbI pacckaspiBaeTe MHE 00 3TOM?

- HOTOMy 4To 4 X0o4y, IITO6]:»I BbI [IOHAJIH, [IOYEMY ITATb MECALEB Ha3ad A TaK BHE3AITHO UCYE3.

— Boi e O6H3EIHI>I JaBaTb MHE OTUYET.

— Mepcu, cerogHs BedyepoM s MPUITIACKI Bac ciofia He u3-3a AOcosnona. O1HaKO UMEHHO U3-
3a UCTOpUH ¢ AOCOJIOHOM BBl HE JIOBEpsieTe MHE, TIO3TOMY, TPEsK/IE YeM TMOIPOIY 00 OJOJIKEHUH, 5
X0TeJ1 Obl OOBSICHUTD BaM BCE OOCTOSATEIIbCTRA.

Her, xoneuno, Mepcu He nipeanonaraina, uto CepuK yCJIOBHICS BCTPETUTHCS C HEW MPOCTO
MOTOMY, UTO 3aX0Tes1 e€ yBuaeTh. Jlaxke ecm 1 mpepronaraia, To cama 3Tomy He Bepuiia. OHa Morbl-
TaJ1aCb COXPAHUTH HEITPOHUITAEMOEC BBIPAKCHUEC JIMLIA, I1ITO6I>I HE BbIJJaTh CBOCTO pa30vyapOBaHUA.

— Bbl 3aMEp37H, — MPOU3HEC OH.

— HeynuButenbHO, 3uMa Ha ABOpE.

— IToBepuém oOpaTHO.

— Kak Bam Oyzet yronHo. — B elicTBUTEIBHOCTH OHA ¢ 0OeryeHrueM nepeBera ayx: mpuonu-
KaThCsl K MOTUOIIeMy YOSKUIIy el He XOTEeJIOCh.

— C npomyckom nipo6Osiem He Obut0? — cripocut Celipuk.

— 4 Benp 31€Ch.
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— 4 Xouy ckazaTb, 3TO MPOCTO KapTOHKA. MIHOT/IA OBIBAET HYKHO TOMBITATHCS HECKOJIBKO a3,
npexje 4eM noprai cpadoraet. Bbl 10 cHX MOp He MOJIb30BAIUCH MPOIYCKaMHU, He TIpaB/a Jin?

— Bl onAATh KOMAMKCh B MOEM JIMYHOM JIEJIe.

OH nokaya’ rojioBoi:

— 41 mpocTO XpaHio B IIamMATH BCE, YTO CBA3AHO C BaMHU.

— 3BYUYUT HEMHOTO 3JIOBELIE.

— [Ipomy nporenusi. — BriepBbie B rojioce Mapku3a mpo3Byvasia HeyBepEHHOCTb, M, HECMOTPS
Ha XOJIOJ] U KaJIOOHbIE 3aBbIBAHKS BOKPYT, MepcH UCTbITala HEKOTOPOE YIOBJIETBOPEHHE.

Kakoe-To Bpems1 OHM MOJIYa 11araiy psioM IO 3aCHEKEHHOMY MOCTY, [IOKa CHOBA He MO/IOLUIN
K JIaMIle, OCTaBJIEHHOM Ha €ro Cepe/iuHe.

— Wrak, BB coOMpaeTech MOMpPOCUTh MEeHsI 00 OJOJIKEHUH? — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB HapyIInyIa MOJI-
yaHue Mepcu.

— CogepieHHo BepHo. Ho, KoHEe4YHO, HEe AapoM.

— Moruu 661 ¥ IPOCTO OMPOCHTH. Sl BaM He 0CEN, KOTOPOro HYKHO MPUMAHUBATh MOPKOBKO.

— Ceituac. Bot 31ech OyzieT J0CTaTOuHO CBETIIO.

VYckopus mar, Cepuk nepBbM A00pascs 10 MACSHOH JIaMIThl, KOTOpasi yKe yToraa B CHery,
HaIAJaBIeM Ha MapareT MoCTa. 3a JIaMITor HaJ| peKOW TUTBLIH KeJITOBaThie KJIyObl TyMaHa.

— Hymato, 310 3anHTepecyeT Bac. — IlpunonHsas nony nansto, Ceapuk JOCTad U3 KapMaHa
HEuTo, 3aBEPHYTOE B Oymary.

BubmoMaHTHYeCKyI0 aypy STOro mnpeamera Mepcu ModyBcTBOBajla €i€ 10 TOro, Kak B3siia
ero B pyku. [Ipexae uem pazBepHyTh OyMaxHYI0 0OEPTKY, OHM C MAPKU30M OOMEHSUIUCH B3TJISIaMH.
[Mox Gymaroit o6Hapy)uIach OyThUIKA U3 KOPUIHEBOTO CTEKJIa 0e3 STUKETKU. J[poxaimumu pykamu
Mepcu nofHecna e€ K J1amIie 1 B e€ KoJeOmoIeMcst CBeTe YBH/IeIa MOATBEPKICHUE TOTO, YTO MO-
CO3HATEJIbHO TI0JI03peBajia U paHsbiiie. B OyThIIKe JIexkana mayka CBEPHYTHIX B TPYOKY JIMCTOB.

—3T0 %€ He... — HavaJla OHa U 3aMOJTJasia Ha MoJTycioBe, 0e30IMO0YHO YyBCTBYS, UTO AEPKUT
B pyKax.

—I'naBa u3 Knuru Oy ThIIOUHOM MOUTHI, TpUHaJIekaBias Majaam Key, — mponomkun Cenpuk. —
[Nocnenuss rnaBa, KOTOPOW HE XBaTaeT BaileMy 3akazuuky, Puseacy CeqkBHKY, 4TOOBI cOOpATh
KHUTY 1eJTMKOM. Eciii sl paBHJIbHO MOHMMAIO, OH TMOMPOCKIT Bac JOCTaTh €€, Kak M OOJBIITMHCTBO
OCTaJIbHBIX I71aB, KOTOPBIMH OH BJIQJIEET B HACTOSIIIEE BPEMSI.

— 51 6bI He cKkazana, YToO OH NONPOCUA MEHS CIENIATh JTO.

— OH 3acTaBuI Bac, 51 3Hai0. Korna Bbl MOMBITANMCH AOCTAaTh €€ B TIEPBIA pa3, MPOU30IILIO. .. —
OH 3aK0JIe0aJICsl, — CITyYMIIOCh HECUYACTheE.

— Kcy youna 6para Temmect, — npomenTaia Mepcu. — OH 0bu1 MouM Apyrom. — ['poBep Obu1
el GoJIbIIIe YeM JIpyroM, U OHa He COMHeBasIach, uTo CeaprKy U3BECTHO U 3TO.

— Tem He meHee komuccap CemkBUK yOequ Bac MPEANPUHSATH elE OfHY TOMBITKY JOCTaTh
IJIsl HEro 3Ty IaBy, — npopokan Ceapuk. — B kauecTBe OTBETHOHM YCIIyTH OH 3aMsil HEKOTOpbIE
00CTOSITEIbCTBA, KOTOPBIE MOIJIM MPEICTABIIATH AJIs1 BAC OMACHOCTb.

Mepcu noBeptena OyTBUIKY B pyKax:

— K10 no6b11 31y OyTHUIKY M3 Xpanuuiia Key?

— Koe-koMy ynanoch neperoBoputh ¢ Hell, U B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHa OT/aja IJ1aBy MO J0Opoi
Bosie. Tak Bcerga ObIBaeT, Koraa AkajgeMust CTaBUT repe]] cOO0M YETKYIO 11eTb.

¥V Mepcu 3axBaTHJIO AyX: MOTydaercs, BiussHue TpEX pogoB ObLIIO HACTOIBKO BEJMKO, UTO pac-
MIPOCTPAHSIIOCh JaXKe Ha caMyl0 MOTYIIECTBEHHYIO — 110cjie KoposieBbl Bukropun — xeHimuny Jlon-
nona! BeposiTHO, pu HEOOXOAMMOCTH €€ BEIMYEeCTBO TOXe MOBUHOBaIach Obl M. Ecin yx He cama
KOpOJIeBa, TO €€ MHOTOUMCIICHHbIE COBETHUKH U TIPUXJIEOATEIN TOYHO.

— 51 He X0uy UMETh C STUM HHYEro OOIIero.

— Hy xe, Mepcu. CeKBUK yKe HECKOJIBKO MECSIIIEB JOCAkKIAeT BaM, TpeOysl JOCTaTh JIIsl HETO
3Ty OyTBUIKY, @ Bbl KOPMHTE €ro OECKOHEYHBIMH «3aBTPaKaMU».
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— BbI 4TO, IIMHMOHNTE 32 MHOM?

OH nokaya’ rojioBoi:

— Her, cioBo yectu. OjHako HEKMeE BIUSTENbHbIE JIOIU BecbMa UHTepecyloTcss Ce)KBUKOM U
ero JeJHIIKaMU, KOTOpbIe, KaK eMy KaKeTcs, OH AEPKUT B TIIyOOKOH TaiiHe. BO3MOXHO, B Bammx
I71a3aX OH BBHIIVIIAUT MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM CEPbIM KapIMHAJIOM, HO, IOBEPHTE, JaMbl M TOCIOAA, KOTO-
PbIM OH UMEJT HeCYacThe MePenTH AOPOry, 00IaaioT He B IpUMep OOJBIITMM BIIUSTHUEM B OOIIECTBE.

— CHoBa Akazemus?

— OguH u3 Tpéx ponoB BHUMATEIHHO HAOMIOAAET 32 TeM, 4TO HoesbiBaeT CeakKBUK.

— BelI X0THTE CKa3aTh, YTO NEPEAAETE MHE IJIABY M0 NOPYUYEHHUIO. . .

— §1 arent, Mepcu. W, roBopst HAUKCTOTY, TIpesk/ie BCero s 3aHnmaroch Adcononom. Ho cemeii-
cTBy JIOSHMYT M3BECTHO O HaIllEM 3HAKOMCTBE, M1 OHU CUUTAIOT, YTO Bbl, BOBMOXKHO, IPUCITYILIAETECH
K MOUM CJIOBaM, €CJIH $1 TIOTPOIITy Bac 00 OTHOM OJOJKEHHUH.

Omna nipoTsiHyna emy OyTBUIKY, Jepka e€ Ha BBITSIHYTOW pyKe:

— INouemy, uépt nodepH, s TOIKHA JOBEPATH BaM?

OH He OTBeTUJT HUYero, HO cyioBa «[loToMy 4To 51 cOepér Bainy TaiHy» MOXHO ObLJIO TIPOYH-
TaTh Ha ero juie. M 31o OblIa mpaBaa: MpoMoavaB O TOM, YT0O MepcH — NMOC/eJHUN OTHPBICK poaa
AHTHKBA, OH cHiac AEBYUIKE KU3Hb.

«Ecmi oH Oeiicmeumensio HUKOMY 00 STOM HE paccKasayl», — 3aCOMHEBaIach BHE3AITHO
Mepcu.

— Ax, cemeiictBO JIOOHMYT? — XOJIOAHO Mepecnpocuiia OHa. — DTO OHU BaMm IUIATST?

— MB#i, areHTsl, paboTaeM Ha AKageMHuI0 U TeM caMbiM Ha Onaro Bcex Tpéx pomo. OmHako
OOJBIIIMHCTBO TEX, KOMY sI TOAUYMHSIOCH, 110 TPAAUIIMKA OTHOCATCSI UMEHHO K ceMelcTBY JIOSHMYT.

Mepcu nipeHeOpeKUTENBHO (PHIPKHYIA:

— 3abepure 3T0.

Korma Cenpuk He mpuHsI OyTBUIKY OOpaTHO M3 €€ pPyK, OHAa TOIPOCTy YpOHWIA €€ B CHEr
NpsIMO TIepe]] HUM, TIOBepHY/Iach M BO3HaMepmiiach yiTH. [1oqoO6HOoe moBeeHre MOIJIO IJI0XO ISt
He€ KOHYUTHCS, HO B JAHHBI MOMEHT el 3TO ObUIO Oe3pa3IuiHO.

B nocneanuii momenT Ceapuk yxBaTuil e€ 3a miedo. [lanbiel Mepcu cKob3HY/IM B KapMaH,
JIe JiekKasa e€ cepieyHasi KHUra.

— Iopoxaute. — OH yOpast pyKy mpex[e, 4YeM OHa ycriesna norpedoBars ot Hero 371o0. — [Toxka-
JIyHCTa, BBICITyIIIANTE MEHSI.

— §1 He coOupaloch ydacTBOBaTh B BalllMX areHTCKUX mryuykax, Ceapuk. — OOepHYBIIKCS,
Mepcu pemmTenbHO BIMIsIHY/Ia eMy B I1a3a. — CBuaaHue Ha Oe3/TI0HOM MOCTY, B TyMaHe, BCe 3TH
Pas3roBOpHI O 370AeSTHUSX AOCOIOHA U MPOYMH ArOKAJMIICKC. .. BBl IeHCTBUTEIBHO TIoNaraeTe, Yto
MeHsI TaK MPOCTO OOBECTH BOKPYT MaJIbIla M 3aCTaBUTH IUISICATH MO Bally JTyIKy?

Harnygsrmch, Ceipyk B3sUT B pyKH OyTBUIKY € T71aBOM U3 KHUTM OyTHIJIOYHON TIOUTHI BHYTPU:

— AGCOJIOH — 3TO COBEpILIEHHO Jipyroe. S pacckazay BaM 0 HEM, IOTOMY YTO ITOJIarajl. .. OTOMY
YTO sI XOTeJI, YTOOBI BbI 3HAJIH, YeM 51 ObUT 3aHAT. UTO MOMeIano MHe YBUAETHCS C BAMH CHOBA.

— To 0OCTOATENBCTBO, UTO BB MOIIAIMIN MEHs, He OOSI3bIBAET BaC PETYJISIPHO HAHOCUTH MHE
BU3UTHI BEKJIMBOCTU. — Mepcu XoTena 3a1eTh ero. OH 3aCTaBUII €€ TOBEPUTB, UTO ITPUTTIACHII €€ CIoa,
Ha MOCT, IOTOMY YTO MX YTO-TO CBSI3bIBAJIO, YTO-TO €/1Ba yjaoBuMoe. [Toka He JocTan u3 KapMaHa 3Ty
MPOKJISITYIO OyTBUIKY.

— IIpocro BeICTymIaliTe TO, YTO I coOMpaioch ckazath Bam. — Cyns mo Bcemy, cioBa Mepcu
0c000 ero He 3a/1eJIH, ¥ TO pa303JIJIo e€ emme 6onblie. — Panbiie JIoOHMYThI TOXKe MBITATIICH COOPaTh
B CBOMX pyKax raBbl U3 Kuuru OyThUIOUHON MOYTH, OfHAKO y CeIKBHKA 3TO MOYTH MOTYYHIIOCh.
Ecnu emy ynacrcs 3aromy4uTh NOC/IEIHION [JIaBy, OH CTaHET MEPBbIM, KOMY Y1aJl0Ch BHOBb CBECTU
Bce r71aBbl U3 KHuru Oy ThUIOYHOM MOUYTHI BOSAMHO.

— Ecnu JlosumyTsl uHTepecyiorcsi KHuroit, mouemy Obl IM IIPOCTO HE OTOOpATh y HETO Jpyrue
IJ1aBbl ¥ HE 3aBEPLIMUTBH JIEJIO0 CaMUM?
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— Iloromy uto CeqXBUK yXke IaBHO BEIET M3bICKAHMsI, YTOOBI MOHSATH conepxanue Kauru.
KHura HanvcaHa ¢ TOMOIIIBIO CEKPETHOTO KofIa: YTOOB! paciimdpoBaTh €ro, Hy’KHO JepKaTh B PyKax
Bce raBbl. [1o Bcell BUAMMOCTH, B CBOMX UCCIIEAOBAHUSIX KOMUCCAP /aJeKO MPOIBUHYJICS, EMY He
XBaTaeT JIUIIb HEKOTOPBIX AETaJIel, U MOCIeIHss I71aBa MPEA0CTaBUT eMy UX. BeposiTHO, OH CMOXeT
UCIIONB30BaTh pacimdpoBaHHyio KHUTY crycTst Bcero mapy AHEH rmocie Toro, Kak IyiaBa rnonaier K
Hemy B pyku. UToOBI 3aHOBO TTPOJIEIaTh BCIO 3Ty padoTy, JIOSHMyTaM MOHAI00SATCS TOJIBL.

— 1 oHM O3BOJISIIOT €My JIeJ1aTh 32 HUX YEPHYI0 paOOTy M HAHECYT yAap TOJIBKO TOT/Ia, KOT/Ia ero
M3BICKaHUs yBeHYaloTcs yenexoM. Kopriets Haz paciimgpoBKkoii OyaeT oH, a BOCHIONB3YIOTCS €10 OHH.

— Bcé HeckomnbKo criojkHee, HO B LIEJIOM — []a, UMEHHO TaK OHH, BUMMO, U COOUPAIOTCS CIIeTaTh.

— W g nomxHa NpUTBOPUTHCS, YTO HU O YEM HE MOAO03PEBAI0, U NEPeIaTh EMY HEAOCTAIOILYIO
r1aBy? A IOTOM MHE HaJUIeKUT OTHPABUTHCS JJOMOM 1 3a0BITh BCIO 3TY UCTOPHIO?

B neiictButenpHOCTH 3Ta Mes MpeAcTaBisiach Mepcu BecbMa coOnazHuTenbHON. OHa Obl
BBITIOJTHUJIA 00s13aTeNIbCTBO Tiepenl CeKBUKOM, U ¢ KOMUCCApOM e€ Obl HAKOHEI-TO HUYTO Oojiee
He cBsi3biBasio. MHorga e€ mocemany Meicau, 9to CeKBUK — UCTHHHBIN IbSBOJ B YEJIOBEUECKOM
oOJIMKe, Yy/IOBHUIIe, CKpbIBaBIIeecs MO MacKou Imeda JOHIOHCKOW momuimn. s noctuxkeHus
CBOMIX IIeJIel OH TOTOB ObUT HATH 110 Tpynam. C Ipyroil CTOPOHBI, OH MoMoT el ¥ Temrect n3oexarb
TIOPbMBI 32 youiicTBo DnBapna TopHaaiika, KOTOpoe MOIIH Obl TOBECUTh HA HUX. OH He HpaBHUJICS
Mepcu, oHa 60si1ach ero, OJJHaKO OHa, HECOMHEHHO, OblIa eMy 00sI3aHa.

Cenpuk, moxoxe, mogo3peBa, o 4éM aymana Mepcu:

— BbI cuntaete, uto Bbl B Jonry nepea CeakBUKOM, U 9TO JieaeT BaMm 4ecTb. Ho Bbl He B OTBeTe
3a TO, YeM KOMHCCap 3aHUMAETCs 32 3aKpHIThIMU ABepsiMU. OH TpedyeT oT Bac r1aBy U3 Kuuru OyThi-
JIOUHOH TOYTHI, X paHsILyocs y Maaam Kcy, Tak npuHecute e€ emy — 1 Bbl HAKOHEI[-TO OCBOOONUTEChH
OT HEro.

—Ionmy4aercs, s1 BBIIOJIHIO CBOE OOEIIaHke ¥ OTHOBPEMEHHO M03BoJTI0 Ce/1KBUKY MOABEPIHY Th
ce0s1 HEeMHHYeMOi oracHOCTU. Bbl Beib MMeeTe B BULy IMEHHO 3TO, He MpaB/a Jin?

— Ecnu BB ipesinovrTaeTe OnrchBaTh 3TO B CTOJb APAMATUYHBIX BBIPAKEHUSX, TO J1a.

— Kr0-TO upe3BbluailHo yMHO OpraHu30Ball BCE 3TO.

— [IprMepHO 3TUM MBI, ar€HTHI, U BHIHYKJEHBI 3aHUMAThCS €KESJHEBHO.

— BoI camu BHIOpasu 3Ty mpodheccuio.

Cenpuvk BHOBb MPOTSIHYT Mepcu OyThIIKY CO CKPYUYE€HHBIMHU CTPAaHUIIAMU BHYTPU:

— OrtpaiiTe eMy 3TO U IOIIPOCUTE pa3peleHus] IOCMOTPETh, KaK OH COEJUHUT 3TY IJIaBy C JIpy-
T'MMH U Kak OyaeT nonb3oBatbcss Kuuroil. Bam HyxHO OyaeT Bcero Juib NOHAOMONATh 32 HUM, a
MIOTOM COCTAaBUTh OTUYET O TOM, UTO Bbl BUJEJIH.

—To ectb MHe emmE npuaETcst 00bACHATH JIO9HMYyTaM, Kak MOJIb30BaThCsI 3TOM NMPOKJIsAToi KHu-
rou?

— Pa3Be Bam caMoil He XOueTcs y3HaTh, 3aUueM OHa Tak HykHa CemKBUKY?

— Ilo MHe, Tak OH MOXET XOTb OOKJIEUTh STUMHU CTPAHULIAMH CBOIO KOHTOPY BMECTO 000€B.

Bo B3misige Cenprka CKOJNB3HYJIO HEJOBEpHe, HO Ha TOT pa3 OH PEUIMTESIbHO OMIMOAascs B
OTHOIIeHH Mepcu.

JIBa ¢ monoBuHOI roga Mepcu 3apadaTtbiBasia Ha KU3Hb, JOObIBAsI peIKUE U3IaHUSI ISl COCTOSI-
TEJIbHBIX KOJIJIEKIIMOHEPOB. 3a4acTyI0 9TO MPUXOJUIIOCH AeaTh Ha BEChbMa HEBBITOIHBIX YCIIOBUSIX, HO
Mepcu npuBBIKJIa COOMOIATh TOJMHYI0 KOH(PHUIEHIIMATBHOCTD. PadymeeTcs, nHOrma ei Obuio Jooo-
MIBITHO, YTO TAWJIHM B ce0e CTPAHMIIBI KHUT, 32 KOTOpbIE JTIOOUTENN TUIATUIIN BBICOKYIO 1IEHY, OHAKO
OHa yMeJia JIepKaTh CBOE JIIOOOMBITCTBO B y3/1€. 3a 3TO BpeMs el ynaioch J0ObITh 11s1 CemKBUKa U3
TIIATENILHO OXpaHseMbIx Onomrotrek Aurvu u [lloTnanauu nsaTh ri1aB u3 Kuuru Oy ThIIOYHOM OUTHI,
Y HU pa3y OHa He MOAJANIACh UCKYIIEHUIO OTKPHITh OOHY U3 OYTBUIOK U MPOCMOTPETh CKPyUYEHHBIE
CTPaHMIIBL, JIeXKABIIME BHYTPH. DTO ObLT TOBAP, KOTOPBIN OHA 00513a71aCh IOCTABUTh 3aKAa3UKKY, U €0
coziepkaHue e€ He Kacayloch.
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— O KHure OyThIJIOYHOM MOYTH MHE U3BECTHO MaJlo, — CKa3ajia oHa. — S HUKoraa He cooupa-
JIach BJie3aTh B 3TY MCTOPUIO TIIyOke, YeM TpeOOBaIOCh, U3 MYCTOrO JIDOOIBITCTBA, MTPOCTO YTOOBI
BOCTIOJTHUTH MPOOEITB B 3HAHUSX.

— Ho BHI yxe 1aBHO HAXOAMTECh B CAMOM SITUIICHTPE 3TON UcToprn! AKaJeMUr U3BECTHA POJib,
KOTOPYIO BHI B Heit urpaete. A Ce/IKBUK TIBITAETCs JaBUTh HA BaC. ..

— YT0, KOHEUHO, HUKOT/Ia HE MPHIILIO OBl B TOJIOBY BaM. . .

— MBI, areHTHl, Te e coaaThl. MBI IOAUUHSIEMCS IPUKa3aM, HPaBATCS OHU HAM WJIH HeT.

Mepcu rpyctHO yinbiOHYIach CepuKy U MeJIeHHO KUBHYIIA!

— 51 me cmory momoub Bam, Ceapuk. Hu B ToM, uto kacaetcs CemxBuka u ero Kauru, Hu B
TOM, YTO KacaeTcs BallluX COOCTBEHHBIX IMPOOJIEM.

— Mowx npo6iiem?

— Ckopee, COMHEHUI, KOTOpbIe Bbl UCHBIThIBaeTe. [laBaiiTe MOCMOTPUM Ha HAC CO CTOPOHBI.
Benpb s — ogHa U3 poOieM, KOTOpble MyJaloT Bac. B riyOuHe Iy1iv BaM MPOTHUBHO BBHITIOIHSATH TO, YTO
BaM IMOPYYMIIM, HO Bl TEM HE MEHee UyBCTBYeTe ceOs1 0OsI3aHHBIM AenaTh 3T0. Bam ropasno Gosnbiie
HPABUJIOCH OB JaJIbIIIe UT'PaTh B KOIIKU-MBIIIKK C AOCOJIOHOM TaM, Ha CBOOOJE, YeM OOBACHSITHCS
CO MHOM 110 TTOBOJly BCEH 3TOM MEP30CTH.

Ero onepxxumocts AGconmoHoMm Mepcu pasrajiaia emé Toraa, Ha Kpeliie, U To, 4to Cepuk
BbI3BAJI €€ Ha Oecelly UMEHHO CI0ofIa, HA MOCT Tepe]] YHUUTOKEHHbIM yOEKHUINEeM, BHOBb TTOATBEP-
®1ayo 3710. [To Kakoi-To HeBegOMOW Mepcu MpUYHMHE eMy XOTeJIOCh, YTOObI OHA 3arjisiHyJIa B €ro
A1y, TIOHSIIa, YeM OH JKUBET. MepcH 3a/1aBaiach BOIIPOCOM, CJISIYeT JIM el BOCIPUHUMATH 9TO Kak
KOMIUTUMEHT, VI K€ OH MPOCTO MBITAJICS HAWTHU emE OAMH Crocod NEprath e€ 3a HUTOYKH, Kak
MapuoHeTKy. HeT, oHa permmresibHO ObUIa He B COCTOSTHUM TIOHSITh €TO.

— MHe ka3zaiock, 9to Bel MHe oporu, Ceapuk. BozmoxHo, 51 ommbdanacs. Co BceMu oCTasib-
HBIMU JIIOIbMH, KOTOPBIE JOPOTH MHE, 51 9yBCTBYIO ceOs1 MHaYe, YeM ¢ BaMu. MHe Clie/IoBaJio BCIIOM-
HUTBH 00 3TOM, TTpek/ie YeM MPUHSATH Ballle mpuriamieHe. — OHa MoBepHY/IACh U HAIIPABUJIACH ITPOYb.

— Mepcu, noxainyicra.

OHnHa He OCTaHOBWJIACh 1 TTPOIOJIKAJIA MJITH TTI0 CBOMM CJIe/IaM B CHer'y Ko BXoHOU OarrHe. Kaza-
JIOCh, BETep, AYBIIUI €l B JIUIIO, 32 BpeMs MX Oece/Ibl cTall eme 0ojee MPOHU3BIBAIOIIUM.

— Mepcu!

JleByIKa 3aKkpblia I71a3a, BRIIOXHYIA — N30 PTa BRIPBAJIOCH OOJIAYKO Mapa — U OCTAaHOBHJIACh.
OO0epHYBIIIMCH Yepe3 TUIeU0, OHa yBuaea, yTo CeipuK MouTH TorHai e€. ByThUIKy ¢ HeoCTaomMMu
CTpaHHUIIAMHK OH BCE emié iepxkai B pykax. CeKyHay el Ka3aJloch, YTO MOTYaHUE Pa3/IeUIIO UX HEBU-
IIIMOU CTEHOM.

— CemxBUK J0OBEpsieT BaM, — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CKa3aJl MapKu3. — Bel HUKOTIa He CripaivBaig
ce0s1 mouemy?

TiarenbHO ciie/isl 32 TeM, YTOOBI FOJIOC MPO3BYYAI KaK MOXKHO OoJiee HEMPUHY X IEHHO, Mepcu
OTBETHJIA:

— ¥ MeHs MoJTy4aioch BHITIONHATH €ro TpeOOBaHMs. B KOHEYHOM UTOTe OH ITPOCTO MCTIOJIL30BAT
MeHs.

Cenpuk nokavasi rojloBOu:

— W3 npopomkuTenbHBIX HaOmoaeHui 32 CeIKBUKOM MOKHO CJIeJIaTh BHIBOJI, YTO OH HE JIOBE-
pser HUKoMy. Jlaxke Tem, ¢ KeM COTpyOHUYAeT MHOTHE rojibl. BO3MOXKXHO, 3a HCKIIIOYEHHEM ero MPH-
XBOCTHSI, Hekoero [1lapmuHa, KOTOpBIN clieyeT 3a HUM 110 rsitaM. XoTs u uM CeIKBHK, CKOpee BCero,
MOJTb3yeTcsl Kak MHCTPYMEHTOM. B To BpeMs Kak BHI... [10 KaKMM-TO MPUYMHAM OH UCIIBITHIBACT K
BaM HEUTO BPOJIe CUMITATHH.

— Hy koHeuHo! — capkacTruecku BOCKJIUKHYa Mepcu. — B atom Bcé aeno. d emy Hpasaroce.

— OH cunraer ceOs1 KeM-TO BpOJIe BaIllero YUUTe s U 3allUTHUKA. BO3MOXHO, B ISWCTBUTEITh-
HOCTH 32 3THIM CKPBIBAETCSI HEUTO OoJIbIIee.

16



K. Maitep. «Marust KHUT»

— Y0 BBI XOTUTE CKa3aTh? — MepcH marHysa Brepen Tak, 4to e€ JHUIO BILIOTHYIO MPUOIH3U-
nocsk Kk iy Cenpuka. — Bel roBopute BC€ 3TO MOTOMY, UTO s HE 3HAI0, KTO MO pogHou otell? Bol
cobupaerech yOeqUTh MEHsSI B TOM, UTO sl MOTY ObITh 1o4epbio CemKBHKa, TOTOMY 4TO 3TO XOPOIIO
BITUCHIBAETCSI B KOMOMHAIMIO, KOTOPYIO Bl ceiiyac mpoBopaunBaeTe? ITO HU3KO, Jake HUKe, YeM
Ballle COMHUTEJIbHOE JOCTOMHCTBO areHTa.

— 4 Bcero nummb mpoIy Bac BOCIOJb30BAThCS €r0O JIOBEPUEM, UTOOBI NMPOHUKHYTh B €rO
3ambIcyibl. — CepuK MOHM3WI Tojioc. — M s uCKpeHHe Xouy u30ekaTh CUTyallli, B KOTOPOH MHE
MPUIILIOCH OBl YTPOXKATh BaM.

Ecnu Ob1 OH co Beeid cuiTbl yiapuil €€ KYJIakoM B I'py/b, 3TO He IPUYMHIIIO OB €l Takoi 0oy,
KaKyI0 OHa MCIbITajla OT €r0 CJIOB.

— Vrpoxatb Mue?..

Brnepsbie 3a Bpems nx Oecesibl Cepuk OTBEN I71a3a, XOTS U HEHAJOJTO:

— ExenneBHO B JIOH/IOHE CHOCST 11eJ1bI€ YITUIIBI 11 CTPOUTEIBCTBA MOI3EMKHU 1 3aMEeHBI OOBET-
IIABIIKX IOMOB HOBBIMHU 3IaHUSIMH. DTO MPOUCXOAUT IO BCEMY TOpOAY, BCKOpPE CTPOUTENH a00e-
pytcs u 10 Coxo u Cent-Kusa. OnHax sl u Cecun-KopT NajET KePTBOM rOpOACKUX apXUTEKTOPOB.
ITO MOXKET IMPOU30MTU Yepe3 JAeCATh WM Aaxe MATHAIUATh JIET, a MOXET, U B CIIE/1YIOIEM MeCsLIE.

OT BO3MYIIIEHUSI U OT TIOMCTUHE OE3rPaHUYHOTO Pa30vapoBaHus y MepcH nepexBaTuiio Jibixa-
HUeE:

— boxe munocepansiii, Ceipuk. . .

— BrI He ocTaBisieTe MHe BBIOODA.

— Bul nipocto ucnonusiere cBou 1oir, aa? — B ronoce Mepcu nosiBuiiach XpunoTia, Npu4eéM
BOBCE HE M3-32 MOPO3HOTO BO3/yXa. — BBl MPOCTO UCHONHSETE CBOM 0T, YEPT €ro moodepu.

— Iloutn BO BCEM, yTO TBOpUTCA B JIOHIOHE, TaK WM MHa4ye 3amelnaHa Akagemus. U ato
Kacaercsl He Tonbko JlonmoHa, Ho u IMapwka, BepnuHa u Oor 3HaeT KakuWX eIme JAPYrux ropoos.
Ecmu Tpu pona — wim 000 U3 HUX — MOKENAI0T CTEPeTh TOT UM WHOM TOPOJICKON KBapTal C JIMIA
3eMJIM paHbllle, YeM 3TO 3aIUIAHMPOBAHO I'PAJJOCTPOUTESLHBIM BEJOMCTBOM, UM, — TETIEPh HA JIMLIE
Cenpuika ObUIO HaNIMCAHO HEMTPUKPHITOE OTUasTHKE, — He HAJ0 OyIeT Aaxke naaviem nouteseaums. VIx
JHOJY TTOBCIOAY. YeCcTHO roBOpsl, OHM XOTEJH, YTOOBI 51 Cpa3y Hayajl yrpoxkarb BaM, YTOOBI BB JIaKe
HE IBITAJINCh [IEPEeYnTh. 51 HaziesyIcs, YTO CMOTY YTOBOPUTH Bac, HO CeYac BbIHYK/IEH BBUIOKUTD BCE
KaK €CTb: OHM KaMHsI Ha KaMHe He ocTaBAT oT Cecri-KopTa, €C/Iv Bbl HE C/IENIaeTe TO, YTO OHU BEJISAT
BaM. Sl HUKaK He Mory nomemars uM. Hukak.

Mepcu nokavasia rojaoBou:

— Heyxenu BbI ) a€Te, 9TOOBI s1 00BSICHIIIA, KaK BbI IOJKHBI ObLIM TIOCTYNUTH? Bam crieioBasio
OTKa3aThCs ¥ MOCIATh BMECTO cedsi Koro-To apyroro. Koro yromHo. Y He mprXOauTh Cloa CaMOMY.
OpHako nmpaBJa COCTOMT B TOM, YTO BaM PELIUTEBLHO BCE PABHO, KAKOTO 51 O BAC MHEHHUSI.

— Mepcwu, 1...

— Haiite ciona. — [leBymika BeipBania u3 pyk Cegpuka OyThUIKY; HAa MTHOBEHHE y HEE€ MeJIbKHYJIA
MBICJTb TIPOCTO BBHIKMHYTh €€ B peKy 4epe3 maparer. BosaMoxkHo, Tyna eii Oblia 1 Jopora — 00paTHO
B BOJLY, OTKY/Ia KTO-TO €€ OIHAK/Ibl BbJIOBHUIIL.

[Toxoxe, Cenpuk onacajcsi, 4To OHa UMEHHO TaK U ITOCTYIIUT, IOTOMY YTO [PUTOTOBUJICS MTE€pe-
XBaTUTh €€ PYKY.

[Momenne, Mepcu paccTerrysia CBOIO CyMKY M 3aTOJIKaJia B He€ Oy ThUIKY:

— CKaxxuTe UM, 4TO BbI YCIIEIIHO BBIIOJIHWIIN CBOI0 MUCCHIO. YUTO BBI 3aIlyrajav MeHs, 1ypOUKy,
10 CMEPTH Y BBIHYAMJIM UCIIOJHUTH MpUKa3. BCE MpoIUIo MMEHHO Tak, Kak M 33 yMbIBajloch. Bam
ecTb yem ropauthest, Ceipuk.

C stumu ciioBamu Mepcu pa3BepHyJiach U 3aiiarayia mpods. Ha 3ToT pa3 oHa OTUETIMBO CIIbI-
masa 3a cnuHoi mark CeJiprka, Kak Oy/ATO OH IPOBOXKAJI €€, OHAKO CITyCTsI HEKOTOPOE BPeMs IIaru
ctuxim. MepcH 1o cMepTy 00paioBajiach, KOraa OH OCTAHOBUJICS U ITPOCTO MOJTYa CMOTPEJ i BCIIes.
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Hakower oHa BcTynmia B rycTyIo TeHb HaJBpATHOM OalllHU, a 3aTe€M yBUJEJa CBET eIMHCTBEH-
HOTO Ha HabepekHOU ra3oBoro ¢roHaps. JKeHIuHa ¢ roimyoem Beg elié cresa moj HAM, BHTapaiiiB
Ha Mepcu raza. Koraa ngeBymika o0epHys1ach, OAIIHs M MOCT YK€ YCIIeIN paCTBOPUTHCS B BO3IyXE,
CJIOBHO KJIOUbs] TyMaHa HaJjl TeM30, pa3MeTaeMble BETPOM.

Hecmotps Ha mpucyTcTBHE CTapyXH-HUILIEHKH, Mepcr Ha MTHOBEHHE 1T0Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO HA MHO-
r'vie KWIOMETPhI OHAa €MHCTBEHHBIN YesloBeK B okpyre. CyMKa ¢ Jiexaieid B Hell OyThIIKOIM OTTSTH-
BaJIa IJIeY0, a Ha Cep/lIe Terepsb Jiekal KaMeHb, KOTOPHIA OHA C OTPOMHOM OXOTOM OCTaBHJIa Obl TaM,
Ha Npu3paqyHoM MocTy. C 3TUMU HEBECENIBIMU MbICISIMU Mepcu HallpaBUIlach JOMOM.
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3

Kpacubie nmopreepsl pacnaxHyiuch nepen Mepcu, mpomyckast JEBYIIKY B BeJIMYEeCTBEHHBIN
YUTATBHBIN 3251 OMOMMoTekn bpuranckoro mysesi. 3aj 3aHUMaJI MACCUBHYIO MTOCTPOUKY C KYTIOJIOM,
BO3BEJEHHYIO BO IBOpe My3esl JOOPBIX ABAALATH JIeT Ha3a/l. Bosb cTeH Bcex TpEX Taxkel Kpyriioro
3aJ1a TSHYJIMCh JKeJIe3Hble CTeJTaXKU C KHUTAMU; [IBa BEPXHUX 3TaKa MPECTaBIIsIA cCOOOM rajiepeu ¢
pe3HbIMu OastiocTpagaMu. Hasl HUMU HaBrcala TMTaHTCKas TIepeBEPHYTAsl yalia Kyrona.

Boito panHee yTpo — Mepcu Okazanach B YMCIIE MEPBBIX MOCETUTENe YMTATIBHOTO 3aja. 3a
OKHaMH eIl¢ [apuiia TeMHOTAa. MacCHBHBIE CTOJBI [JTs1 UTEHUs U3 Iy0a M MeTaljia, OOTSHYThIE 3eE-
HBIM CYKHOM, OBUTH paccTaBiIeHbl 3Be31000pa3Ho. [1o cepemHe KaxI0ro cToa CTosia Neperopoaka,
HE MO3BOJIABIIAA YUTATEIAM, CUACBIIUM JIPYT HAITPOTUB Apyra, MCIIaTb CBOMM BHU3adBU.

[Nontopa roga Hazaxg Mepcu — pasymeercsi, HeO(pUIMATBHO — Yepe3 MOCPEJHUKA BHIOIHIIIA
IBa MOpy4eHus riaBHoro oubnmorekaps bpuranckoro mysest. Hesagosnro 10 Toro nocon PymbiHum B
JlonnoHe B3511 U3 OMOIMOTEKU PEIKYI0 KHUTY C JTIIOOOBHBIMH CTUXOTBOPEHHUSIMU TPY3MHCKOTO T103Ta,
YTOOBI, KaK BBISICHIIOCH TO3XKe, TIOIapuTh €€ CBOoel MoJiofou xeHe. Korpa 6ubmoTteka monpocuia
ero BEepHYTb LIEHHBIH SK3EMIUISP, MOCOJ COCNANICS Ha JUIIOMATUYECKYI0 HEMPUKOCHOBEHHOCTh U
OTKaz3aJcs 3TO cjiesaTth. Mepcu HOUbI0 MTPOHUKJIA B 3[IJaHME PYMBIHCKOTO TMOCOJILCTBA B Mbtidepe,
He3aMEeUYeHHO! MPOIIa MUMO OXPaHBl U TIOXUTHIIA COOPHUK C HOYHOTO CTOJIMKA CYIPYTH TOCIA.

Bropoe nopyudenue okazanock nocioxHee. Ha cronke KHUT U3 BepxHeW rajieper YuTabHOro
3dJIa HAlIUTK JIBA ITOPBAHHBIX W IMOHApAaIiaHHbIX CPEAHEBEKOBBIX KOJCKCA, — U IIPUTOM, KOI'ld KHUTH,
T10 TIPEATIONOKEHUSIM MTEPCOHaIa OMOMMOTEKH, TIOABEPIIMCH BAHAATN3MY, B UUTAIBHOM 3aJie He ObUIO
HU aymy. [Tociie HeKOToporo KomvecTa OECTIONHBIX PacCpocoB MepcH HaKOHEI[ HATKHYJIACh Ha
cleibl ITUYbEro MoMETa Ha GamocTpae 1 Hanuia yépHoe niepo. OHa y3Hana, 4Tto 4yepe3 OoJblive
OKHA B KyIIoJIe, 4epe3 KOTOpble OMOIMOTEKY MEPUOIUYECK TPOBETPUBAIIH, B 3aJ1 MHOT/IA 3aJIeTaln
ntuusl. [Ipexe yem BbuieTeTh 00paTHO, OHM HEPEAKO OCTABJISIM B OMOIMOTEKE CIIeAbl CBOETO Tpe-
obiBanus1. Tak Mepcu Hamasia Ha ciiej «3JI0yMBIITUIEHHUKOB : cepeOpstHbIN 00pe3 000UX MaHYCK PHIT-
TOB, BEPOATHO, CBEPKAJI HA COJIHLIC, 3TO IPUBJICKJIO BHUMAHUE COPOK, U OHU, B TIHICTHBLIX ITOIBITKAX
YHECTH ¢ cOOO0M OJIECTSIIYIO ITYKY, BHIPBIBAIN CTPAHUIIBI U YTACKUBATH UX Yepe3 OTKPBITOE OKHO.

Tpu nHs Mepcu kapaOKaiach Mo IIMPOKUM KpbIIIIaM My3es, TPexkie YeM CMOoria OOHAPYKUTh
THE3/I0 «T0J03PEBAEMbIX» COPOK M, XOTS M B yKacaloIlIeM COCTOSHUM, BEPHYTh HEIOCTAIOIINE CTpa-
HUIIBI B OMOMMOTEKY. PectaBpatopsl, B UbM PyKH MONAIA MaHyCKPUNTHI, TEM He MeHee ObLTH upe3-
BBIYAIHO MTPU3HATENIbHBl MepcH 1 B 3HAK OJ1arogapHOCTH O(pOPMIMIIM €l CHIeINaIbHOE YUTATEIbCKOE
yZIOCTOBEpEHHE, JaBaBliiiee MPaBo Mpoxoja B OMOIMOTEKY 3a J1Ba Yaca [0 e€ 0(PUIIaIbHOTO OTKPHI-
THSI M OCTaBaThCs TaM Jaxke Mocye e€ 3aKpPhITHSI.

Ienblit ron 1eByIka He MpUKacanack K ynocropepenuto. Tonbko nocie Toro, kak Mepcu Bme-
cre ¢ Punangepom u TemriecT Bbexajia B TeCHbIe KOMHATYIIKU Hall «JInbep MyHam», oHa mepuo-
JOMYECKU CTasla MPUXOAUTH CIofIa, YTOOBI 0e3 ToMeX OOIyMaTh 3aHUMaBIIHUeE e€ BOMPOCH. Tak Kak
HpHBHHCFHCﬁ MNpUXOOUTL OO OTKPBLITUA W OCTABATHCA IMOCJIC 3aKPBITUA YUTAJIBHOI'O 3ajla MOIJIA
MOXBACTaThCSI JIUIIID C IECATOK YUEHBIX, MTapa OTHPHICKOB aApUCTOKPATHUECKUX CEMEH, TOPCTKa MOJH-
THKOB U WIEHBI KOPOJIEBCKOM (haMUJIHH, 110 yTPaM JEBYIIKA MOIJIa HAXOAUTHCS B OMOIMOTEKe MpaK-
TUYECKU B TIOJIHOM ofinHOYecTBe. [leskypHbIii OMOMMoTeKaph OMyKaasl Mo rajepesM B MOUCKaX TOW
VI MHOW KHUTH: OHA CJIBIIIAJA, KaK ero JeJUKATHBIE IIard Haj e€ TOJIOBOW TO MPUOIMKAIUCh, TO
otnansumch. Beuto camoe Hauano BockMoro. [ocne Berpeun ¢ Cenprkom Mepceu mpoBena 0eccoH-
HYI0 HOYb. JI€Xka B MOCTENM ¢ OTKPBITHIMU TJIa3aMU, OHA CJIeHIa 32 OTPaKEHUEM, KOTOPOE Tra30BbIi
(oHapp Ha APYroi CTOPOHE YJIUIBI OTOPAChIBAN HA TIOTOJIOK €€ CrajbHH.

B xonne koHoB Mepcu Bctasla M oTnpaBmiack Opoauth mo yimuiam Coxo. B TemMHOTe oHa
no6paiacek 10 Biaymcoepu. [laxke KpUBHIMU MEpeyIKaMH, Ie Kojiéca keOOB He MECHITH TIO MOCTOBBIM
CHEXHYIO CIIIKOTh, OT Cecui-kopra 1o Bpuranckoro mysest 0110 He Oosnbiiie Mutd. Tem He MeHee,
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Korga Mepcu HakoHel[ JIONUIa [0 JBEpPell YMTAIbHOrO 3ajia, el MoKa3ajaoch, YTO OHAa JOOUpPasach
CIoJIa 10 KOJICHO B I'PSI3HOM JIE/ISTHOW Kallle C IPUMECHIO0 YTOJbHOM MBI U JIOMaJMHOro HaBo3a. Ho
BO3MYIIATHCS HE TPUXOIIIIOCH: TO ObliIa 00BIYHAS Cy/b0a JIOHJIOHCKHX TEIIEX0I0B 3UMOM.

VYeTpouBIIMCh HA CBOEM JIIOOMMOM MecTe B OMONMMOTEKe W YAOCTOBEPHBIIUCH, YTO 32 Heu
HUKTO He CJIenT, Mepcu BITaliiIa OyThUIKY U3 CYMKH | MOJIOKMIIA Tiepe/i cOOOM Ha CTOJ. 3aayM-
YHMBO MEpeKaThiBasi CTEKJISTHHBIN COCY/l KOHUMKAMHM TaJIbIEB, OHA MOMMasia ce0sl Ha MBICIISIX O CBOEH
MatepH: «A Kak Obl IOCTYIIJIA OHA, €CJIK Obl el MPHUIIUIOCh BHIOMpATh, YTO JesaTh Jaibine? Bepo-
ATHO, AHHaOeab AHTHUKBA TOIBITANACh Obl B3SITh MHUIMATUBY B CBOM PYKH, M, BEPOSITHO, KTO-TO
APYroy MorIaThics Obl 32 3Ty MHUIIMATHBY TOJIOBOW».

Mepcu 3Hasa 0 CBOe MaTepH JIMIIIL HEMHOTO€, HO 3TOTO ISl IEBYIIIKM OKa3aJI0Ch IOCTATOYHO,
4yTOOBI Mpe3upaTh e€. OqHaKO TsKeNee Bcero Mepceu nepeHocusa ToT (hakT, YTO OHA He YCIiena CIpo-
CHTh MaTh O TOM, KeM ObUT e€ HacTosmii otell. «Heyxenu ato u BripaBny benmxkamun Karrep?»
JlokymeHTHI, KoTopble nepeaia et @raopenc OykeHXEPCT, yKa3blBaJIM UMEHHO Ha 3TO0. « TpeTbecopT-
HBI COUMHUTETb UCTOPHIA O KOBOOSIX M KPACHOKOXHX, YK€ MHOTO JIeT MOJBUCABIINI Ha aMepUKaH-
ckoMm [Jukom 3anane? [TbsiHUIA, KOTOPOTO TOpa3ao OOJbIle HHTEPECOBAIN CATYHBI M IIPOYKE COMHH-
TeJIbHbIC 3aBe/ICHN S Ha IPAHHUIIE C MHASHCKUMU 3eMIISIMU, YeM pojiHasi 104b? Jl0ub, KOTOPYIO OH XOTS
1 0OBSABIII B JOKyMEHTaX CBOEW HACJEHUIICH, HO HEe BUJIEN YKe MOYTH JBAIIATh JIeT?»

TpsixHyB roynoBoii, Mepcu mnomnbITanach He AymMaTb O HEM, PaBHO Kak M He oOpararh BHUMa-
HUS Ha 03HOO, OMBIIMIA €€ Tocie MporyJku no yauraMm. OHa yMena corpeBaThCsl, CIIOKOWHO CHIS
Ha MeCTe U 3Hasl, YTO CKOpPO €l CTaHeT Terulee, M Ha/esyIach, YTO BOIPOCHl O COOCTBEHHOM IPOMUC-
XOK/IEHVH, TeP3aBIIHUe e€, TOKe OTCTYIIST caMu coO0i. BeposATHO, B OIMH MPEeKpacHBIN JeHb BCE 3TO
CTaHeT HEBAXHBIM, IMOSTOMY Kakasl pa3HMIIA — Mapoil BOIIPOCOB OOJIbIIe, TApoil MeHblle. B xu3Hu
6e3 BOITPOCOB BCE paBHO HE OOOWTHCH.

ByTbliKa nepekaruiach Mo CToiy H, 3BIKHYB, OCTAHOBIJIACH BO3JIE Neperopoaku. Mepcu BHU-
MaTesIbHO paccMaTpHBalla JieKaBIlie BHYTPH CTPAHUIIbI, UICIICAHHBIE YOOPUCTBHIM MOYEPKOM, CKPY-
YeHHbIe B TPYOKy M MepeBsi3aHHbIe NIHYpKoM. Yepe3 TEMHOE OyThIJIOUHOE CTEKJIO ei Bpsif JIU ya-
JI0Ch ObI IPOYMTATh U CaMblii OOBIKHOBEHHBIN TEKCT, & YK 3aKOAMPOBAaHHASI TAHOMMUCH ObLIa 17151 Heé
MPOCTO KUTaKCKOM rpamMoToid. OHa MophUIach B CyMKe U AocTaa JIymy UCTHHBI — 9yecHyI0 Ouomo-
MaHTHYECKYIO BEIIUILY, UMEBIIYI0 (hOpMY OOBIYHOM JIYTIbI B UBSIIHOM TSKENION pe3Hoit onpase. Eciu
B3IJISIHYTh yepe3 JIyrmy MCTHHBI Ha CTPaHUIIbI KHUTH, MOXHO ObLIO Y3HATh UCTUHHBIE HAMEPEHUS e€
aBTOpA.

Mepcu HaBena Jlyry Ha OyTbUIKY M B3DIssHyna uepe3 He€. OOBIMHO TpeOOBAJIOCh BCETO
HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUH — 1 Mepcu 3axJ€cThiBajia BOJIHA TMIEPEeKUBAHUN aBTOpPA, KOTOPhIE OHA OIIY-
Imaja Kak cBoM coocTBeHHble. OHAKO B 3TOT pa3 HUYEro MOJOOHOr0 He MpoU30nuio. Bo3mMokHO,
aeno ObUIO B CTeKJie OyThUIKH, pazaessasineM Jlynmy u OymMaxHblid cBEPTOK. Mepcu MpHKHUIbIBATIA,
HE CJIOMaTh JIM CYPrydHylo Tle4aTh Ha TOPJIBIIIKE W HE JAOCTAaTh JIM CTPAHMIIBI, YTOOBI MCCIIEA0BATh
ux noxgpodHee. OnHako, noowsBas A1t CekBUKA MATh APYrUX 171aB n3 KHuru OyThUIOYHON TOYTHI,
Mepcu He mpozensiBaia HU4Yero nogo0OHoro. [Topa3MeicinB, OHa cousia, YTO U HAYMHATH HE CTOMT,
TeM OoJiee UTO HEMOHSATHO, YAACTCS JIM el YTO-TMOO0 BBISICHUTH C roMotibio Jlymel. BosmoxHo, Taii-
HONVChH MPEACTABIsIIA Uil He€ NOTOHUTEbHYI0 TPYOHOCTh. [la u CelkBUK cpasy ke 3aMEeTUT, YTO
OyTBUIKY OTKPBIBAJIM. MepcH CTpaliHO He XOTeI0Ch BO30YKaTh €ro HeIoBepre: KOMHCcap BCE emié
MOT B JTI0O0I MOMEHT 3aKJIIOUYHTH Mo cTpaky e€ u Temnect 3a youiictBo DnBapaa Topuaaiika. Tem-
niecT BbIcTpeniia B TopHAaiika B OTYasHUM, YTOOBI CiacTi MepcH, HO ceiyac, HECKOJIBKO MeCSIIIeB
CITyCT$1, 3TO BPsIJ JIM yIACTCS JJOKA3aTh.

HeBymika cyHyna Jlymy MCTHHBI OOpaTHO B CYMKY. 3BYK IIaroB OMOJMOTEKapsi 1Mo rajepee
CTaJl rpoMye: coBepliasi 00X0/, OH CHOBA MPUOIMKAIICs, TO3TOMY Mepcu ObICTpO cripsiTasia Oy ThUIKY
1o/l pacKkpeiTyto KHUTY. [TofgHSB I71a3a, OHAa 3aMeTwa, Kak OMOMMOTeKaph NMPUBETIMBO KUBHYI €l
Y HarpaBwiIcs Jaibiie. JJoKIaBIInCh, KOTAa OH YHAET, OHA MOCTaBUiIa OYTBHUIKY, TOJIOKMIA JIOKTH
Ha CTOJI, CKPECTHJIA MAJIbIIBl B 3aMOK U ONEpach Ha HUX nogdopoakoM. Kak 3arunmHoTuzupoBaHHas,
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OHA paccMaTprBaJia CTPAHUIIBI 32 KOPUYHEBBIM CTEKJIOM, pa3yMbIBasi HAJl TEM, KaKyIo ke TaiiHy OHU
XpaHsrt, ecnu v CeKBUK, U Jaxke JIOSHMYThI TOTOBBI 3aILIATUTD JTIOOYIO IIEHY, YTOOBI Y3HATh €€.

Cama Mepcu npakTHYeCKM HUYEro He 3Haja o KHure OyThUIOYHOM MOYTHI, TOJBKO TO, YTO
pacckazan eid Beesnaiika. Cumtasnoch, yto 31y Kaury Hamucan B XIV (i, Bo3moxHO, B XVI?)
Beke OMOMMOMAaHT, aXUMUK ¥ (pusocod o mmenn bappadac ne Bappabac. Beiio oueBHIHO, YTO
9TO BCETO JIMIIb [ICEBIOHNM, ITOTOMY UTO HU B KaKOW JIPYrOil CBSI3M 9TO UMsI B MUPOBBIX aHHAJIaX He
yroMuHanock. O3HaueHHbI Bappadac nbITaicsi OTKPBITH BOPOTAa MEk/Y BRIMBICTIOM M PEATbHOCTBIO.
BubmmomMaHTy, KOTOPBIN cMOT OBl BOCTIOJIB30BATLCS €r0 YKA3aHUSIMH, YIAJIOCh ObI TIOMACTh B JIIOOYIO
KHUTY WY TIEPEHECTH B PEAJIbHBI MUP KHUKHBIX TIEPCOHAKEH.

Bce 3t m3mbluieHns kazanuch Mepcu HecObTOUHbIMEA MeuTaMu. OOpbIBKY CITYXOB U3 Tpe-
TBUX M YETBEPTHIX PYK, 3aTECABIIUECS B MUPOBYIO JIUTEPATYPY, YTBEPXKIAIH, YTO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB
Bappabacy ynanoch mpeoiofieTs YepTy, pa3aesisaBIIYIO BbIIyMaHHbBIH 1 peabHBIA MUPHI, TIPEX/IC YeM
OH OCO3HAJI OMACHOCTb, KOTOPYIO TaUT B ce0e HEKOHTPOIMPYEMOE CMEIICHUE JCHCTBUTENIEHOCTU U
BeIMBICNIA. Tem He MeHee Bappabac He cMor 3acTaBUTh ce0sl YHUUTOKUTh TPYIl BCel CBOESH KU3HU
U CKe4b eIMHCTBEHHBIN 9K3eMIUIsp HanrcanHON UM Kauru. Bmecto atoro on pasopsan Kuury Ha
I71aBbl, paccoBaj MX MO OyTBUIKaM M BO BpeMsl CBOero nepeesna u3 Mapcenst Ha MasibTy B pasHble
JHU BBIOPOCHIT 3T OyTBHUIKH 32 OOPT KOpadisi, 4TOOB MX HE BBIJIOBUJIM BMECTE, a 3aTeM OeccleHO
ucye3. [ToKOHYMIT JTM OH CUETHI C KU3HBIO, OPOCUBIINCH B MOPE, WM MPOJOIKUT CBOM M3bICKAHUS
101 CBOMM MCTHHHBIM MMEHEM, HUKTO He 3Hal. CToneTussMu OyTHUIKMA HOCHJIHCH TI0 BOJIHAM, MOKa
KaKMM-TO HETIOCTHKUMBIM 00pa30oM OJIHY 3a JIPyroil uX He BBUIOBIIIM. Bce oHM XpaHuiuch B coOpa-
HUSX SKCLIIEHTPUYHBIX OMOTMO(pUIIOB Kak 3a0aBHbIE Kyphe3bl. [IBe r1aBbl CeKBUKY YIaJIOCh JOCTATh
camomy, enié nATh J00bUIa Uit Hero Mepcu.

W Bot mepen Helt BocbMasi, IOCJAEHsIS, T71aBa, Ta, KOTOPOM HEIOCTABAJIO VISl TOTO, YTOOBI
3anicu bappabaca cHOBa LI€TMKOM OYYTHJIUCH B OHUX pyKax. IMEHHO B Hell 3aKJII0YaJIHCh Bce Helo-
CTaloINe CBEeJIeH!s1, KOTopble TpeboBamch CeKBHUKY, UTOOBI HAKOHEI] MOJTHOCTHIO paciiidpoBaTh
TalHBIA Kof. B mocieaHee BpeMs OH BCE HacToiunBee TpeboBat oT MepcH T0OBITh eMy HeJIoCTalo-
mryio yactb Kauru. ToT akt, 4To OH He puKa3a MOIMIEHCKUM MTPOCTO-HAPOCTO B3STh IITYPMOM
Jlaiimxayc, cBsATas CBATHIX Majgam Kcy, roBOpUJI O TOM, KaKUM BIIUSIHUEM CTapyXa-KUTasHKA MOJb-
3oBasiack B Jlonmone. C qpyroii CTOpOHBI, AKaIeMHUH yIANoch yzogopums Kcy 10OpOBOIBHO OTIATh
UM TJIaBY: MOKHO OBLJIO MPEJCTaBUTh, KaKas OrpOMHasl CHJla Haxoauiach B pykax Tpéx ponos. [lpu
MBICTIH O TOM, YTO M cama MepcH yroauia B TOJie 3peHUsl STHX YKACHBIX JIOIEH, el CTaso JIypHO.
Terepb OT HeB3pauHOW OYTBUIKHU B €€ pyKaX, OT 3TOM MYTHOU 3aCKOPY3JIOM CTEKJISIIKY, YAUBUTEITh-
HBIM 00pa30M MepeKXUBILEH CTONETHS], 3aBUCea CyIb0a BCEro, YeM OHa JIOPOKMIIA.

[Marm 6ubMMOTEKapss CHOBa pazgaivch modmu3octd. Ha ator paz Mepcu ObicTpo cyHyna
OyTBUIKY 00paTHO B CYMKY, 3aTeM IOCHEIIHO BCTajla U HarpaBuiach K Bbixony. Illaru mosagy Heé
CMOJIKJIH, HO Mepcu He peraiack 00epHyThesl. CeapuK yOek1all, 4To He CJASANUT 3a Hel, OHAKO KTO-
TO APYrod He3pUMO IIEN N0 e€ ciieam, B IPOTUBHOM Cilyyae AJaMaHTOBasi akajeMusi He Oblia Obl
TaK XOpOIIO ocBeoMIeHa 0 e€ aenax ¢ Puneacom CeaKBUKOM.

OcraBuB 3a co00i BHICOKHME KOPUAOPHI U 3ajbl, Mepcu HakoHell cOexana BHU3 0 IHUPOKOM
JIECTHUIIE TJIaBHOTO BXoAa B BpuTaHCKMIA My3ell M TOJBKO Temepb ¢ OOJierYeHueM IMepeBena ayX.
Besbie konoHHBI (hacana 3a e€ CrUHOM Jeslaid 3JaH|ue My3esl ITOXOKUM Ha aHTUYHBIA XpaM.

— HeBaxxHo criasin? — mocslmaics MyKCKO# rojioc. — YikacHo Beiissaute. Ho Huuero, Benb
eni€ paHo. Bc€ eme MoKeT U3MEHUTBCS.

— Mucrep llapnuH. — OHa Jake He cTapaiach CKPBITh CBOIO HEMPUS3Hb K HEMY.

— Mucc AmOeppeii.

[TpumepHO B IATH Iarax ot He€ Ha BEpXHEW CTyIEHbKE JIECTHUIIBI CTOSUT YeJIOBEK TMIAHTCKOTO
pocTa M pa3BiIeKasICsl TeM, YTO KOJION OpeXH, CKUMAsl X OOJBIINM M YKa3aTeJIbHBIM MaJIbllaMu; Ha
JIECTHUIIE y €r0 HOT BaJIsIach Ky4Ka IMyCThIX CKOpIyToK. Ha HEM ObLJIO ATMHHOE KOPUYHEBOE MANIBTO,
Kakoe HOCWJIM KeOMEHBI, U3 KOTOpOro 6e3 TpyAa Moaydmiach Obl Ofesk/a AJisl JBOMX UYeJIOBEK HOp-
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MaJIBHOTO pocTa. B u€pHbIx Bosocax u okynaauctoi 6opone [apnuna Menpkaiu cepeOpsiHble HUTH,
€ro MATePHHU 0 pa3Mepy HAOMHHAIM HABO3HbBIE BUJIBL. Yke MHOTO JieT [llaprnuH Hen3MeHHO MpaBul
kapetoil CeKBHKa, a TAK)KE BBITIOJHSUT 32 HETO Pa3jIMUYHOrO poja Ipsi3HyIo padoTy.

— 4 mpu€n croaa no nNpuKasy KoMuccapa.

— W 4t0 oH oT MeHs xoueT? — Mepcu He3aMeTHO MOATsAHYNA K cede CYMKY ¢ JieKallel B He
rnaBoi u3 Kauru OyThUIOYHOM NOUTHI U KOCHYJAch e€ pykou. [llapnvH sBmsuics nuib npuxiiedare-
nem CeKBHKa, OH HE YyBCTBOBAJI OMOIMOMAHTHUYECKOW ayphl, UCXOAMBIIEH OT OyThUIKUA. Tem He
MeHee UCKJIIOUMTh BAPUAHT, YTO OH YTO-TO 3HAET, ObLJIO HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Mucrep CemxBuK oxkuaaeT Bac B otesie «CaBoii» B Tpu 4aca. B xosie, Kak Bcerja.

— Ilo kakomy ooy ?

— Camu 3Haere.

— O rocniony, laprnuH, YT0 UMEHHO OH cKazan?

[laprnvH XUTPO IISHYJ HA JEBYIIKY CBOMMM Y3KMMH IJIa3KaMH, HAKJIOHWJICS U 3aTe€M yCTa-
BUWJICS] HAa HE€ CBEpXy BHM3, KaK XMIIHAS MTHUIA, CUASIIAS B 3aCa/ie B IYCTOH JIMCTBE:

— Bo3moxkHo, y Muctepa CekBUKa UCCSKJIIO TeprieHre. Bo3MOXKHO, OH He IIOHUMAET, IoYeMy
BBI TaK JIOJITO BOZIUTE €0 32 HOC.

ITO JEWCTBUTENBLHO ObUIO BIOJHE BeposiTHO. OHa CIMIIKOM JOJTO OTKJIaAblBala Kpaxy
nocyieqHed raBbl n3 KHuru 6yTeutouHoi moutsl, 1 CeKBUK, MOHSATHOE JIEN0, TPeObIBal OT 3TOTO
HE B BOCTOpre.

— Hepxwurte cBom goraaku npu cede, [llapnun. YxaxuBaiiTe 3a JIOMAAbMH, OTCKpeOaiiTe Ipsa3b
C MX KOMBIT — CJIOBOM, JieJIaiiTe TO, 4TO BaM ropodaeT. CeqKBHUK MpPUCIAT Bac, YTOOBI BB MEepeaaiu
MHe cooOmenue. Ecimm 31o BCE. ..

[IpaBwiii yron pra IlapnyHa ckonb3HYJ BBEPX B /IbSIBOJILCKOM yCMEIIKe, OT KoTopoi Mepcu
MPOIHO XOJIOAHBIA MOT.

— §I mocTaTOYHO MOBU/IAN TAKUX, KaK BbI, MUCC AMOepaeit. [IeBuIl, KOTOpbIe CYUTAIOT, YTO OHU
— TIyTI 3eMJIM, M XOTSIT OOBECTH BOKPYT Majiblia JHKEHTIbMEeHOB Bpoje muctepa CemkBuka. TombKo ¢
HUM BBI IPOCYUTAIUCH, MUCC. CKOPO OH MPUKAXET MHE HATIOMHUTh BaM O COTJIAIIIEHNH, KOTOPOE BbI
3AKJIIOYMIIN C HUM, O€3 SKMBOKOB.

Mepcu yausuiio He 1o, uto IlaprnuH Tak rpyoo yrpoxkaer ei, a cKkopee To, 4TO eMy HAaCTOJIbKO
nosepsi1 Cemxpuk. OHa mooOerana cede BIpe/b JIydlile OIEHUBATh ero.

— BbI uTO, mImuoHuTe 3a MHOU? — cripocuia oHa. — Ciequre 3a TeM, 4to s aenan? Kaxabii
IeHD?

— He cuuraiite cebs Tako# yX BaKHOW MTHUIICH, MUCC AMOepIei.

— OTKypa e Bbl Y3HaJIU, 4TO 5 3/1eCh?

OH HErpoMKo paccMesuics:

— Komuccapy CemkBuKy 51 Hy’KeH He 3aTeM, 4ToObl Oerath 1o JIOHI0HY, BIEMMBIINCH B OO
Ballei 100ku, Mrcc AMOepaeit. Y Hero xBaraeT APYrux IJ1a3 v yiiei Ha Kaxaoi yauie. — OH KUBHYIT
B CTOPOHY IIMPOKOM TUIOIIAIM NEPe]l My3eeM, KOTOpasi B CTOJIb PAHHUI Yac MPaKTUYECKH MyCTOBaJIA.

Kapera CemxBuka cTosiia Bo3jie KOBaHBIX BOPOT co cTopoHsl I'peitt-Paccen-crput. Tonbko
BIVISIACBIINCH, MepcH 3amMeTuia, 9o niepes (acagaMu Ha JPyrof CTOPOHE YJMIIBI CTOUT «0000m» —
OJIETHIM B YEPHOE TOJIMIIEUCKUM, OIMH U3 TeX, KTO MaTpyaupoBai ropoa. Heckomnbko JieT Ha3zag um
MPUIILIOCh CMEHUTh CBOM LIMJIMHIPHI Ha KPYIJIbIE IIJIEMBI, C TeX TMOP MX MOXHO ObLIO 3aMETHTh B
TOJITIE U3AAJIeKa.

—3t0 npaBaa? — cnpocuia Mepcu. — CeqKBUK MOCBUIAET MOTULEHCKUX IIIMUOHUTD 32 MHOM?

[Mapnuaa, oyeBUIHO, M03a0aBUII €€ BOIPOC.

— Moskert ObITh, M Tak, MUCC AMOepaela. A MOXeT, U HeT... — YXMBUISASCh, IPOU3HEC OH. —
[MocTapaiitech OCTaBaThCsl 3aKOHOMIOCITYIITHOM I'pakJAHKOM, U BCE OyJeT KakK HaJlo.

[MpuxBoctens CeqxBUKa MOJHEC Majel] K MOISIM CBOEH IILISATBI U HAMPABUIICS BHU3 TIO JIECT-
HUIIE.
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— B tpu yaca B xome «CaBosi», — He 000pauMBasich, KPUKHYJI OH, — HE OIa3/bIBaiiTe, NHAYE,
KaK 3HaTh, BaC Ty4a MOTYT U B HApYYHHMKaX MPUBECTH !

Packaructeiii cmex Illaprnunaa ObUT CTIBIIIIEH BO BCEX yrojkax ruiomanu. KoMmmanus y4eHbIx,
HAITPaBJISIBIIUXCS B My3€i, YCTaBIJIACh HAa HETO, MPeHeOpeKUTeIbHO CKpUBUB PTHI. [llapnH KuBHY
UM, TIPOIIEN Yepe3 BOPOTA ¥ 3aIPhIrHY.I Ha KO3Jbl. Ero BRICOKMI POCT ¥ TYYHOCTD OBbUT OOMAHUHUBHI:
eci TpeOOBaJIOCh, OH ABUTAJICS C TPOBOPCTBOM SIIIIEPHIIBL.

Mepcu ocranach CTosTh Ha JiecTHHLE. [110THee 3anaxyBasi BOPOTHUK MAJIbTO JIEBOU PYKOWH,
OHA Pa3MBIILISIA O TOM, MTOXOJIOJAET JIM elIE TOW 3UMOM.
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4

— OH 3HaeT o ToM, 4To 171aBa y Te0s1? — CTonKa KHUT, MapuBIIas BEICOKO HaJ TIOJIOM UX KHUXK-
HOM JIaBKH, TIOBUHYSICh MpUKa3y Temrect, akKypaTHO CIJTAaHMpPOBaja BHU3.

— CemxBuk ? — Mepcu noxaia riedamu. — [Tonstus He umero. XoTsl yIMBUTENILHO, KAKOE KOJIU-
YeCTBO JIIOZIEH, OKa3bIBAETCsl, B Kypce MOEH KU3HHU.

— W a0 myraer 1eds1, — koHcTatupoBai ®uanaep. iHorna eMy Hy:KHO OBbLIO TPOM3HECTH BCITYX
BeIllM, OUEBHUIHBIE [ISI BCEX, KaK OyTO 9TO MOMOrajo eMy JAyMaTh.

OH cTos11, 00TOKOTHBIIMCH HA KOHTOPKY [UIsI YTEHH S, CITyKUBIIYIO B «JInGep MyHau» mpuias-
KOM. 3a ero mpaBbIM YXOM Topyai Kapangani. C STUM KapaH/JaIloM U B HOBOM CIOPTYKE OH BBITJISIIE
KaK 3arpaBCKUi KHUTOTOPTOBEIl: B 3TY KAPTHHY HE BIUCHIBAIMCH JIMIIH €TI0 CBETIbIE BOJIOCHI JIO I1JIeY,
KOTOpbIE OH KaTerOPUYECK! OTKa3bIBAJICS TOICTPUYb.

— Her, uépt noGepu! — pa3apaxk€HHO OTKJIMKHYNach Mepcu. — 3Haellib, 3To JbCTUT MHe. Bee
TOJIBKO 000 MHE 1 gymaioT. Kakast pesnects! KoneuHo, y MeHst OIKUIIKY TPSICYTCsI, ¥ BOOOIIE-TO BCe
MBI T10 JIOTHKE AOJIKHBI MIeperyraTbest 10 cMepTu. — OHa TOJIBKO uTo pacckasana Temmect n duman-
aepy, Kakas cynp0a OCTUTHeT mepeysiok Cecri-KopT, eciiv OHa He Oy[eT XOIUTh Mo cTpyHke. OHa
HE COMHeBaJIach: AKaJeMHsl BBITIOTHUT CBOIO YTPO3Y MPH MEPBbIX MPU3HAKAX €€ HETTOBUHOBEHUSI.

— ThI He xodvenb pacckazath 00 3ToM Aprypy? — cnpocuina Temmect. — EctectBeHHo, 0e3
noyipodHocTeit. Ho XoTst Obl yHOMSIHY T, UTO THI CJIBIIIAJIA O TUIAHaX cHoca Cecuil-Kopra.

Mepcu nokavasia rojaoBou:

— YT0 XOpOIIIero B TOM, YTO BCIO YJIMILy OXBATHUT IMaHUKA?

IMukpueT ObUT KEM-TO BpoJe HEO(MUIMAIbHOTO OyproMUcTpa YJIUIbl KHUTOTOPrOBIIEB. YKe
MHOT0 JIET IMEHHO OH BEJ meperoBopsl ¢ rpadom CorcOepw, BiIaAeBIINM 3eMIIEH, HA KOTOPOW HaXO-
muncst Cecuit-kopt. Ecimin 661 CHOC KBapTasa sIBJISUICS AEIOM PeIEHHBIM, OH Y3HAI ObI O HEM MEPBBIM.

B okHa naBku «JIubep MyHau» maaas TYCKJIbI JHEBHOM CBET JIOHAOHCKOH 3uMbl. Ha nipyroit
CTOPOHE YJUIIbI CTapblil MUCTEP BapHCTelOM nepecTaBiisiii KHUTH y ceOsi B BATPUHE — CKBO3b U3MO-
PO3b Ha CTEeKJIe CMyTHO BUJIHEJICS JIMIIb €r0 CUIYy3T. MHOro JieT Ha3a BajleHTHH yTerymi OKHa, 1
C TeX MOp MEYHOE TEIUIO JEePKaloCh 3[€Ch JIONbIIE, YeM Y MHOTHX COCEIe, HO HOYHbIE 3aMOPO3KU
ObLTN CJIMIIIKOM CHJIbHBIMHU.

— Tebe e cnenoBao BcrpevaTbesi ¢ CeipukoM OHOM. — TeMrecT cKpecTuia pyK Ha rpyau. —
Kak MoxHO 1oBepsATh areHTy Akagemun?.. — E€ KOpoTkue 4€pHble BOJIOCH ObLITA PacTpEmaHsbl, Koe-
I7ie B HUX 3acTpsiia naytuHa. [1o Bceil BUOMMOCTH, OHA OMSTh PhLIACh B JATBHUX YIJIaX KHUKHOTO
NojIBasIa MO Mara3uHoM. Ha pykax y JeBYIIKM KpacOBaJIUCh OMOIMOMAHTHYECKHE MIENTKOBbIE TIep-
YaTKH, KoTopble BasienTuH 3aBenan Mepcu 1 ¢ KOTOPHIMU OCTaBWIT €1 OOJIBIITYI0 YaCTh HAKOTIJIEHHBIX
UM 3HaHui. ToMy, KTO HaJleBaJl epYaTK, CTAHOBUJIOCh M3BECTHO COIEpKaHKUEe BCEX KHUT, KOTOPHIE
BanenTrH xorma-moo auTai.

— Ho on HacrauBan Ha 3TOM, — BO3pasuia Mepcu.

dunanaep BHITAIINI U3-32 yXa KapaHJall ¥ HErPOMKO MOCTYYaJl 10 KOHTOPKE, ITPUBJIeKast BHU-
MaHUe:

— U 4gto memaio Tebe paccka3arh HaM 00 3TOM, MPeKe YeM OTIIPABUTHLCS Tyaa?

— A BBI UTO, ITPOCTO TaK OTIYCTUIIA Obl MEHs1?

TemnecT rHeBHO B3MJIsIHYJIa HA Mepcu:

— Kro-T0 13 Hac Mor XoTsi ObI TPOBOAUTD TeOsI IO MOCTA.

BbUI0 IOHATHO, HA YTO OHAa HameKaeT. XOTsl OMOIMOMaHTHUYECKUe criocoOHOoCcTH PutaHaepa
MO-TIpEKHEMY He IPOCTUPAJIUCH Jajibliie (POKYCOB C BHIITyCKaMU « POIIIOBBIX yKacOB», TaJIaHT CAaMOM
TemnecT pa3BuBajICs He MO THAM, a 1o Yacam. C Tex mop kak y TemmnecT mosiBUiach cepaeyHast
KHHT, OHA C KaXJbIM JHEM CTAHOBUJIACh BCE OoJiee yMenoi OMOIMOMaHTKOM. 3arac mpuéMoB, KOTO-
PbIM MOTJIa HayYuTh €€ MepcH, Moaxoaus K KoHIly. PuiiaHaep CTpaIIHO FOpAWIICS CBOEH BO3IIO-
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JIEHHOM, COBEpILIEHHO He 3aBU]Iys €M, KOrla OHa, CKakeM, NlepeBUrajia B BO3IyXe CTOIKM KHUT WJIH
OXUBJIsUIA CLIEHBI U3 CBOMX JIIOOMMBIX NMPOM3BEICHUH, TIEPEHOCs UX Ha MOTONOK «JInbep MyHan»,
CJIOBHO CIIEKTaKJIb TeaTpa TeHEeu.

— Ecim ObI Tl kJajla MeHsI Ha HaOepeKHOW, 3TO HUYero Obl He M3MEHWIO, — BO3pasuia
Mepcu. — M notom, HUYEro ke He cyuriock. Kpome Toro, Bo BCEM 3TOM ecTh U Tutockl. Harmpumep,
MHE He NPUAETCA eIIE pa3 HaBeAbIBAThCA K Majgam Kcy.

JIBa ¢ MONOBMHOM Trofa Ha3all, BO BpeMsl NepBOW MOMNBITKM yKpacTh Aias CelkBUKa I71aBy U3
KHuru OyThIJIOUHOH MOYTHL Y CTapoil KUTastHKY, orud ['posep, crapimii 6pat TemnecT. 1o coObI-
THe 4yTb He pa3Besio Mepcu, ®unanaepa u Temnect HaBcerza; TeM JIparolieHHee it Mepcu Oblia
MX HBIHEUIHsIS Ipyxk0a, U JIeByIIKA BOBCE HE KaXJajla BHOBb MOABEprarh €€ UcreiTaHusam. Kpome
TOTO, OHa KAaTerOPUYECKH He XOTeJla PUCKOBATh KEM-TO M3 CBOUX Jipy3eil. OHa pajoBaiach, IIsiis Ha
TporareJbHble OTHOILIeHUs1 Mexay Punanaepom u TemriecT, KOTopasi ¢ TeX Mop, Kak OHU Iepeexau
CO CTaporo M3BO3YMYbEro ABOpa B KBaprasie CeHT-Kuib Ha yepnak «JIubep MyHan», OyKBaJIbHO
pacngesna. OHM BTPOEM BEJM JieJ1a B JIABKE U Xy/10-O€IHO CBOAMJIM KOHIIBI C KOHIIAMH, XOTSI cefuac
3TO MOJTYYaAJIOCh Y HUX TJIABHBIM 00pa30M 3a CUET CTOPOHHMX 3aKa30B, 32 KOTOpble Opaiack MepcH,
BpOJIE MOMCKOB COPOYbETO THe3/1a Ha Kpbiie bpurtanckoro myses. [Toka Mepcu 1ocraBaia JeHbIH,
TemnecT ycepIHO MOArOTaBIMBajIA TOYBY IJIsI TOro, YToObl «JInbep MyHIu» HaKOHEI-TO Havasa
MPUHOCUTH IPUOBUIL U TEM CaMbIM OOeCTieurBasia ponuranue BceM Tpoum. Kacarensno kaur Tem-
TMIeCT 3apakajia BCeX CBOMM HTY3Ma3MOM, U HE MOJJAThCsl eMy ObLIO MPAKTUYECKH HEBO3MOXKHO.
Jaxe Bce3Haiiky OHa BBIHOCHIIA CO CTOMYECKUM XJIATHOKPOBUEM.

Bor u ceituac nocneaHui KpaCHOPEYMBO KalUTsIHYJ y ceOsl B 3aJHEl KOMHaTe, Tak 4To Mepcu
KPHUKHYJIa Yepe3 OTKPHITYIO IBEpb:

— Hy uro Te6e?!

— Co cBOEH CTOPOHBI, MIJIEAN, — HAYaJl BETEPATOP CBOMM HAIBIIIEHHBIM TOHOM JIBOPEIIKOTO, —
ecs Obl KTO-HUOYAb B35UT Ha ceOsl TPyIl y3HaTh MOE MHEHHE 110 JAHHOMY BOTIPOCY, s BBIHYKJIEH ObLI
Obl 3aMETUTDb, YTO BaM MO-TIPEKHEMY HEJIETKO MPU3HATh, YTO BBl HE MOXETE OTBEUaTh 3a BCE CaMM.
Bbl cMIIIKOM JOITO pacCUMTHIBAIM TOJILKO Ha CBOU CUJIbL. Celiyac Bbl CTOJIKHYJIUCH C TeM (haKToOM,
YTO Balll BO3BMOXKHBII OTEI] He MHTEPECyeTCsl BAMH, B TO BpeMsI KaK APYrod MyXXIMHA, BPsi[ I UMEB-
U OTHOIIIEHHE K BallleMy POKICHUIO, UCTIBITHIBAET MO OTHOIIEHHIO K BAM 1yBCTBA, CXOJHBIE C OTe-
YecKUMHU. B TO ke BpeMsi OC/IeJHUN JKEHTIbMEH UCTIONb3YeT Bac, YTO YaCTO BCTPEUYAETCS B CEMbSIX
Onpedenénnozo Kpyaa.

OTKpBIB pOT, Mepcu ycTaBuIach B HAITPaBJICHUH 3aIHeH 1BepH, a PutaHaep MHPOKO YXMbLIb-
HyJics. TemriecT coracHO KMBHYNA, My MepcH BO3HUKJIO BIeYaTieHHe, YTo 00a MpOCTO-HAIPOCTO
CTOBOPWJIMCH cO BcesHalikoil B €€ OTCYyTCTBUE.

— Yro, u€pt modepw... — mpodOpMOTaa OHA, MOAOOpaIa TPSA3HBINA MOAON IUIAThsI, YTOOBI HE
3anavykarh KHUTH, JISKaBIIHE Ha TIONy, M TIOCTIEIIMIA B 33JHIOI0 KOMHATY.

Beteparop Boccean TaM B MosiHbINA pocT. OH peACTaBIsI COOOM KHUBYIO MMPAMUIY U3 KHUK-
HBIX CTPAHMII, JOXOIUBIIYIO €i TIOUTH J0 Mosica, KOTOPasi HEMPEPHIBHO IIEBEJINIIACH, MEHSIs1 OYepTa-
HUs. B BepXHel yacTy MUpaMu/ibl CTPAHUIIBI 0OPAa30BBIBAIH JIMIIO ¢ HOCOM-KapTOUIKOM, BHU3Y W3-
1oJ1 He€ BBINIABIBAIIM JBE TPEXMasble Jiarsl (pyK y BeTepatopa He Obuio). Ceifvac Jiarbsl HEPBHO
MIPUTOIIBIBAJIY TIO TIONY: OUeBHIHO, BeesHalika onacasicsi, Kak Obl Mepcu He CXJIOMHYA ero B KOXa-
HYIO TIaIKy, U3 KOTOPOH OH MosiBIisiiics. Ecm oH neficTBoBa eil Ha HepBbI CBOEH OONTOBHEH, OHA He
CTECHsIJIACh AaXke MPUIABUTDH MAIKY TSKEIBIM Ipecc-Tiarbe.

Cros B 1Bepsix, Mepcu 1nogoovYeHnIach:

— YTO THI TaM FOBOPHIIL 00 OTIIAX U CEMBSIX OMPENeIEHHOrO Kpyra?

— Kak BaM M3BECTHO, — MPOCTPAHHO HAyYaJl BETEpaTop, — s UMEK0 JOCTYIl K JEeCATKAM ThICSY
KHUT. B MX uucie st xoten Obl yIIOMSIHYTh M3[IaHUsI, TIOCBSIIIEHHBIE HOBOM HayKe IMOJl Ha3BaHUEM
«ricuxonorusi». Ecnu xenaete, s Mor Obl IPOIIUTUPOBATh TPyasl ['epbapra u ByHara, mpeameTom
KOTOPBIX SIBJISIETCS TIPEKAE BCETO. . .
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— Veterator recedite!® — npukazana Mepcu.

— Ha myctb ObI 6omTal, — ¢ yasiokon 3ametnn Puanaep 3a e€ crnuHoi. — OH Kak pa3 Havyas
paccKasbIBaTh YTO-TO MHTEPECHOE.

Bcesnaiika cocTpont 00MKEHHYIO POKUILY U3 KHUKHBIX CTPAHUI] 1 MOJTHUEHOCHO YMEHBIIHJICS
B pa3Mmepax, Kak OyJTo B IOy TOJl HUM oOpa3oBasiack BOpoHKA. [locieiHue cTpaHUIlbl caMmu coOou
CJIOXWJIUCh B aKKYpaTHYIO CTOIIKY, a TIOTOM pacKphbITasl KOXaHas Marka, JiekaBlasi Ha Moy U JI0
CHX TIOP CKPBITast TIOJ] JIATlaMH 3TOTO YAMBUTEIBHOTO CYIIECTBa, 3aXJIONMHYIach. MepcH NogHsIa e€ U
TMOJIOXKWJIA B TIEPBBIN MOMABIIUIICS OTKPHITHIN SNTUK KOMOJIA. B 3a/1Heilt KoMHaTte 1iapuJl MOJIHBIN Xaoc,
MO3TOMY OTKPBITBIX SIIMKOB TYT MMEJIOCh BEIMKOE MHOKECTBO. Bripouem, 310 ObLJIO O4eHb yIOOHO,
€CJIM KTO-TO XOTeJl COPOCHTh BHYTPEHHEE HAIpsiKeHHE, XOPOIIEHbKO CTYKHYB IO YyeMy-HUOyab. 13
MAarKy, YTOAUBIIEH B AIIMK CTAPOro gyO0BOro KOMOJA, MOCIBIIIAIOCh THXOE BOpYAHHE.

— OH xoTen Kak Jyule, — 3ametit Puanaep.

— Bol Bcerga ¢ HUM 3a00HO, — MoxanoBaiach Mepcu.

Psapgom ¢ @unannepoM B IBEpsX MOKa3anach Temrect:

— ITotoMy 4TO MBI He 3alUpaeM €ro B BOHIOYMI KOMOJ M HE CKJIA/JbIBAEM Ha HEro Ips3HbIE
TapeJIKu.

— BaMm oH u He AeiicTBYeT Ha HEPBHI!

— Yo OGynem nenarb, ecu Cenpuk NosiBUTCS 31ech? — cripocu Puanaep.

— Ckaxure eMy, 4To MeHs1 HeT. Chexasa.

— MosxeT ObITh, CTOUT BCE K€ CIIPOCUTD BeTepatopa? — Puianiep CHOBa yXMBUIBHYJICS. — YBe-
PEH, YTO OH OXOTHO MPOYEN Obl HAM JIEKIMIO U O YyBCTBAX, HE CXOIHBIX C OMeUeCKUMU.

— OueHb CMeIIHO, — MpayHo 3aMeTriIa MepcH.

—3roT TUI paboTaeT Ha AKageMuIo. — TeMriecT BepHy/Iach K TeMe C MPEKHUM BO3MYIIICHUEM. —
OH — onuIeTBOpeHHe MPaBSIIIero Kjacca TUPaHOB U yrHetaresiedl. Ho korga-HuOymb OKOBBI YOEKHIIT
najyT, ¥ TOrAaA. ..

E€ tupany nepeOusio 3BsKaHbe IBEPHOTO KOJIOKOIbYMKA. Temnect u ®uanaep 0OepHyIUCh.
Mepcu ucIyraHHO BCKHUHYJIA TOJIOBY, TIBITASICh Pa3IJIsSAETh 32 CIMHAMM OCTAJTBHBIX, YTO MTPOUCXOUIIO
B TOPrOBOM 3aJie.

Boreammii B 1aBKy 4esioBeK OKa3asics TOJHOM MPOTUBONONOKHOCTBI0 CepuKa e Actapaka.
OH ObLT KOpPEeHACT M BechbMa yIUTaH, OT X0JIOZla €ro JIMIO MOKpacHes 0. Ero rycreie ycbl ObUM 3aKpy-
YeHBI B KOJICUKU U CMa3aHbl OPHOJIMHOM, Ha TOJIOBE TUIOTHO CHJENIa IUIATNA-KOTeIOK. My K4KHa TIa-
TEJIbHO OTPSIXHYJ CHET, HAIMIMIIHNIA Ha ero carory, Ha KOBPHUKe Nepe]] ABEPhI0 M MOMPHUBETCTBOBA
UX C BBICIIPEHHEW BEKJIMBOCTHIO.

— HoGpelit IeHs, ¢3p, — oTo3Basack Temrect. — Mory st ObITh BaM MOJIE3HA. . .

— Bpsin sn, — rHycaBo nepeOu nocetutensb. — Eciu no3Bonute, st XoTea Obl OCMOTPETHCS CaM.

— Ioxanyiicra. Ecii y Bac BOZHHKHYT BOIPOCHI, OyJeM pajibl TOMOYb BaM.

Jlaxxe He OOEpHYBIIKCH K HEH, YeJIOBEK HAIPABUJICS BJIOJIb CTEHBI, CKENITUYECKH Pa3IiisablBast
PSIIIBI TIOJIOK.

OtBepHyBLIHCH, PHIIAHIEP CKOPYHIT POXKY U MPOIOIKUI COPTUPOBATH OyMaru o pa3inyHbIM
siYeiKaM, YCTPOSHHBIM B CTEHE 103a/1M KOHTOPKHU. MepcH ocTanach HepelMTeIbHO CTOSITh B IBEPSX
3aJjHell KOMHATBI, OIIlyIasi ceOsi COBEPILEHHO JIMIIIHEN B CBOEH ke COOCTBEHHOM JIaBKe.

TemniecT TeM BpeMeHEM CHOBa 3aHSUIACh KHW)KHOHM CTOINKOM, HO, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI CHOBA
3aCTaBUTh €€ BOCTIAPUTh CUJIOW MBICITH, OHA TIOMHSIA €€ 0OeMMH pyKaMu C Tojia M yopasia ¢ MyTH
MIPUBEPEITUBOTO NIOCETUTENsI. YesloBEK B KOTENIKE Yy Th HE CTOJIKHYJICS C Hel, oiHaKo TeMmecT JIOBKO
YBEPHYJIACh U, JIABUPYsI MEKAY CTOJIAMU U APYTUMH CTOTIKaMH, OTIIPaBUJIach cBoel goporoi. Haoumo-
nasi 3a Heit, Mepcu nogymara, 4to rofibl, IpOBEAEHHbBIE HA YIIUIIEe, HECOMHEHHO, cienanu Temmnect
HEYS3BUMOM JIJIS1 Uy)KUX OCKOPOJICHUH.

2 Berepatop, yxonu! (saam.)
26



K. Maitep. «Marust KHUT»

«Yero oHa, JOIKHO OBITh, TOJILKO HE HACITYINAIACH | »

Uepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT TIOCETUTENTh 0OpaTwiics kK Puianaepy:

— Monognoii yenoBek?

— YemM s MOTy Bam 1omMoub, c3p?

— 41 monararo, BbI BiIafiesiel] STOU JIaBKU?

— Her, cap.

Mepcu oTKalIsAIacs:

— Bnagemmma — 4.

YestoBeK B KOTEJIKE HAMOPIIKII JIOO:

— 3Hauurt, 3TO MpaBja.

Temriect Opocuiia e peaocTeperanvi B3I/,

— Yro BBl UMeeTe B BUjLY, cp? — cipocuiia Mepcu.

— Yto KHMXKHas J1aBKa, KOTOPOU 3aBe/IyeT JKeHIIMHA, TSUCTBUTEIILHO CYIIECTBYET.

— 41 BnoyHe Brafei0 HABBIKAMY YTEHHUS, ©CJIA Bbl COOMPATTCH YCOMHUTBCS B 3TOM.

— Her-ner, B 3TOM 51 He coMHeBaioch. — [1o MITy moceTuTens CKOJb3HYIA MOKPOBUTEIbCTBEH-
Has ynpioka. — OnHako 60I0Ch, YMEHUE YUTaTh MOIpa3yMeBaeT HeuTo OoJbIlee, YeM YMEeHUe CKJla-
JbIBaTh OYKBBHI B CJIOBA.

dunannep HaOpa ObUIO B TPY/Ab BO3AYXa, HO OT BMEIIATEILCTBA BO3IEPKAIICS: OH JOCTATOYHO
XOpOIIIO 3HaI MepcH ¥ IOHUMAJT, YTO OHA B COCTOSTHUU TIOCTOSITh 32 ceOsl.

Mepcu marHysaa Oamke K MOCeTUTEeN0. 3a ero CnuHoi TemriecT Mojiya 3aMoTajia rojIoBOH,
YTOOBI yIepKaTh TOAPYTY OT 3aIaIbYMBbIX BHICKA3bIBAHUIA.

— BBl XoTHTE CKa3aTh, YTO YMEHUE YUTATh MOpa3yMeBaeT HAINIMe YMEHWS MBICTUTh ?

— Cnoco6HOCTH MBICTIUTH 00pa3HO, Joporas Mosi. — YeloBeK B KOTEJIKE BOWHCTBEHHO B3TJISTHYJT
eil B m1aza. — 31ech TpedyeTcsl TAIaHT YUTaTh MEXIY CTPOK, MOHMMaTh OoJibllie HarucanHoro. Jlap
aOCTPaKTHOTO MBIITUICHHUS.

— U BBl yTBEpik1aeTe, 4To BCE 3TO UCKJIIOUUTEIBHO MYKCKUE KauecTa?

— ¢ HMYero He X0uy CKa3aThb, OAPBIIIHS, OJHAKO MIMEHHO Oarofapsi CHiie CBOEro BOOOPaKEHH S
Y OJJHOBPEMEHHO TPE3BOCTH MBICJIU AHIJIUS CMOIJIa BO3HECTHUCh A0 bpuTanckoit umnepun. U Bepo-
SITHO, €CTh TIPUYMHBI, IO KOTOPHIM UMEHHO MY>KUMHBI IPUBEJTN HAIITY HAIUIO K TIPOIIBETAHUIO.

— 51 nymato, koposieBa Obl C BAMU MTOCHIOPUIIA.

—INocne cmepTH cyripyra KopoJjieBa peKo nosipisiercs: Ha moasax. OHa nepeana Opas/isl pas-
JIEHVUS] MUHUCTPaM. — YeJIoBeK B KOTEJIKEe CHOBA YIIBIOHYIICS. — HecOMHEHHO, cMepTh Myka cTaja s
HeE TSKKOM YTpaToil.

Mepcu xotena ObII0 4TO-TO BO3pa3uTh, Korjaa Temmect nepedua eé:

— MBI TONIBKO YTO MOMYYMIIU MApy PEeAKUX K3eMIUIIpoB. Eciiu BB MOXkenaeTe B3MISIHYTh Ha
HUX, 5 K BalllM yCITyTaM.

— Hymaio, 1 BUzien JOCTatoyHo, Onmarogapio Bac. — OH M300pa3iil YOMOPHBIA MOTYTIOKJIOH,
3ateM Oeryio KMBHYI B cTopoHy Punanaepa. — Mononoi yenoBek, OapbiliHu, 4ecTh nven. — C
BBICOKO TIOJTHATOM TOJIOBOM OH BBIIIIEJ U3 JIABKHU, AKKYPaTHO MPHUKPBLT 32 COOOM ABEPh M MOILIENA
0 CHEKHOM Kallle K Mara3uiHaM Ha JIpyroil CTOPOHE YJIUIIBI.

— XoTb ObI OH TIOCKOJIB3HYJICS U JISITIHYJICS KaK CJIeAyeT, — Heromayloie mpoopyai Puianzep,
CTaHOBSICh MeX 1y Mepcu 1 TemnecT y OkHa ¥ BMeCTe ¢ HUMU HaOMIo/asi 32 YBAHJIMBBIM [TOCETUTENIEM.

Temriect noxasa njiedyamMu:

— OH Bc€ paBHO HMYETO HE COOMPAJICS TIOKYTATh.

— Yero sxe oH xoten? — cripocuia MepcH.

— TornazeTh Ha Hac, 4YTOOBI TIOTOM MOXBAIUTHCS IPY3bsIM, UTO ObUT 31ech. «[IpeacTapisere
ceOe, sl BUJe UX COOCTBEHHBIMHU IJ1a3aMu. M 3TOro kankoro cyObeKTa, KOTOPBIH CITyXKUT Y HUX, TOKE.
Jla, 9TOro HeCcYaCTHOro MajbyrKa Ha MOOeTyIIKax, 3TOro. . .» — TyT TeMriect 3aBu3xasa, HOTOMY 4TO
dunanaep ¢ HeroayIIUM BOILIEM YIIUITHYJI €€ B TUIed0. Bors u xoxo4a, OHM HaYaJIu TOHSTHCS IPyT
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3a IpyroM, JIaBUpysl MeX/y CTOIIKaMH KHUT, ITI0Ka HakoHell TemnecT He I0pKHYJIa B 3aJHI0I0 KOMHATY
U, 3aJIMBAasiCh CMEXOM, He MoOexkasa BBepX 10 JIECTHHUIIE.

dunanaep nocaenoBa 3a Hell, Ha X0y Nepelpa3HUBasi IOCETUTENS:

— «BappiHs! Y Bac MOTHOCTBIO OTCYTCTBYET CLIOCOOHOCTB MBICIUTD 00pa3HO. Ml HUKaKOH CHITBI
BOOOpaskeHus1. TOJIIBKO HACTOSAIIME MYKUMHBI IPUBEIYT HAIlly HAIMIO K TipouBeTanuio! Herpekion-
Hble MyXuMHbI!» — TemnecT 3aBu3kajia, KOrja OH HACTUT €€ Ha ypOBHE BTOPOro 3Taxa. — «becro-
1a/IHbIE MYKUMHBI!»

Mepcu 3akaTvnia 11a3a ¥ Opocuiia B3IJIs] Ha HAIMOJIbHbIE Yachl, CTOSIBIIIME MEK/1y KHKHBIMU
nonkamu. [lomoiinist K ABepsiM 3a/iHEel KOMHATBI, OHA KPUKHYJIA:

— B yac y Mens HaszHaueHo cBujanue ¢ Pnopenc! YV He€ ecth kakue-To HoBocTU O Kartepe,
KOTOpbIE OHa o0elana paccka3arb MHe. Bbl MeHs cibiimte? Dit!

CBepxy No-TpekHEMY TOHOCHJICS BU3T, K KOTOPOMY Terepb MPUCOEANHUIINCH 3BYKU OOPHOBI.

— 4 ymna!

— «bappinsg-a-a!» — cHoBa qypanumBo 3asonul Punanaep.

— DI, g cepbE3HO!

— «becnomnagHpie My KYUHbBI!»

B3noxnyB, Mepcu HaTsiHy/1a MaIbTO, ABXIbI OTKPbLIA M 3aKpbUIa ABEPb, YUTOOB! KOJOKOJIBYMK
MIPO3BEHEJT TIOJI0IbIIIE, Y BBIIIUIA U3 COHHOTO TeIlIa JJABKM HA 3UMHUIA XOJIOf.
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5

— Korza-To Moii oTelr 3a710:K 1T 34€Ch CBOIO JIIOOMMYIO KHUTY, M BOT I KTy TIO €r0 CTOIaM, — Ipo-
usHecna dnopeHc OyKeHXEPCT HAPOUUTO HEMPUHYKAEHHBIM TOHOM, HO MepcH Bujiesa, HaCKOJIbKO
HaIyckHoe e€ criokoicTBre. To, 4TO MPOMCXOAMIO Ha e€ ra3ax, ObUI0 PaBHOZHAYHO IMyOINYHOMY
OOBSIBIICHUIO O OAHKPOTCTRBE.

Ha npotusononoxnoii cropone IleHTOH-cTpUT, B IBYX 1Iarax oT XailMapKeTa, pa3melajiach
HermpuMeTHas JlaBOuka. B He€ Benma y3kas JBepb, TEMHO-3eJIEHBIC 3aHABECKM HAa BUTPUHE OBUIH
TUIOTHO 33A€PHYTHL. Y3Ke OTCIofa, C APYrod CTOPOHBI YJMIIBI, OBUIO 3aMETHO, YTO JIBEPh JIABOUKH
MOKOCUJIACH U €JIe AeprKaJlach B METIISAX, a BbIBECKA HaJl BATPUHOM BbILIBEJIa U 3apxkaBena. Ha rpssHom
¢one kpacoBanack cepast Haamuch: «JlomOapn PaBOPUTOB>.

— Tel yBepeHa, uto TeOe ygacTcsi JOCTaTh 3[eCh JIeHer? — CKeNTUYECKU MOMHTEPECcOBaIaCh
Mepcu. — DTO MECTO BBIIJISITUT TaK, OY/ITO €ro XO35MH MOKET IMPOCTO MIAPaXHYTh TeOs MO roJioBe U
3a0paTh TBOIO JIIOOMMYIO KHUTY OECIIIaTHO.

[ToBepHyBIIKCH JTMLIOM K BUTPUHE, BO3JIE KOTOPOM CTOSIM JEBYIIKH, DPIOPEHC KPUTHYECKU
OKMHYJIa B3[JIs1IOM CBOE OTpak€HUE.

— 4 BHIISIKY Tak, OyATO HE crajla HECKOJIbKO HOo4el. Bripouem, 3TO BIOJHE COOTBETCTBYET
JeUCTBUTENBHOCTH. — OHa BBIIPSMWJIACH, paclipaBuia IUIEYM U CHOBA B3IVISHYJIA Yepe3 AOpOry Ha
XKAJIKYIO JIABOUKY. — [IpHXOAsAT Kak-TO pa3 [IBe JEBHIIBI K POCTOBIIMKY, OfHA OJOHAWHKA, Ipyras
pbiKas. ..

®openc Ob1a Ha MONToNoBH Bhille Mepcu. CBoM pacTpEnaHHble BOJIOCH IEBYIIIKA MOMbITa-
Jach 3a0paTh 1o (PHOJETOBYIO IUISATKY, OJHAKO YKPOTUTH CTPOIITHBbIE JIOKOHBI OKA3aJI0Ch HE TaK-TO
ripocto. Eil To 1 Aes10 npuxoauiiock CyBaTh € JIMLA HEMOCTYIIHbIE TPSIIY, KaXKbli pa3 IPU 3TOM U30
pTa y He€ BBIPHIBAJIOCH 00auKko mapa. PropeHc ToBopuiia mpasjy, YTo TMOJ IJla3aMu Y He€ 3ayeriu
rTyOOKHE TEHH: OHA TIOUTH KPYTJIble CYTKU O0poiach 3a To, YToObl «M3naTenbckas koMmanus OykeH-
XEpCT» OCTaBajach Ha I1aBy. HecMOTps Ha TO UTO MpuHAIeKalllee JEBYILIKE U3/1aTeIbCTBO PEry-
JISIPHO BBIITYCKAJIO TIO JIECSATKY HOBBIX «['POIIOBBIX yXkacoB», OAHKPOTCTBO Ipo3mio jaeruiry Pio-
PEHC UyTh JIM HE KaXAylo Heaemo. Manaxaij, aBTop, KOTOPOro Ipex/e pacKkynajiu Jy4dlle BCero,
ObLT MEPTB, U, XOTsA PIOPEHC MO-TIPeKHEMY TIOJIb30BAJIACh €r0 UMEHEM (KaK T U3JIaHus UCTOPUI
CBOEr0 COOCTBEHHOT'O COUMHEHMs, TaK U IS MepPen3/IaHnsl CTapbIX Mpou3BeneHnii Manaxaiaa mnoj
HOBBIMH Ha3BaHUSIMU), YUTATEIH, TTOXOXKe, Mouysutn ooMaH. benkamun Karrep, Bropoii aBTop, Ha
KOTOpOro paccuuthiBasia PropeHc, COUMHSABIINNT MOOACEHKH O MPUKIIOUeHUsIX Ha [Jukom 3amane 3a
OyTBUIKOW JUKMHA B aMEPUKAHCKUX CaJlyHaX, MO-TPEXHEMY IPUCHLIAT €l CBOM PYKOITHUCH, OJHAKO
oHM Joxonwi 1o JIoHmoHa Bc€ MeHee peryssipHo. [Ipyrue ke aBTopbl, KOTOpBIX myonkoBasia dio-
PEHC, CH/IeM B CBOMX KaMOpKax B OeMHAIKMX KBapTagax JIOHIOHA ¥ CTpOYMIIM, BHIOMBAsICh U3 CHJL.
Cama m3fatenbHUIIA HOYaMU TIBITAJIACh COYMHUTH YTO-TO, YTO CHACKO OBl €€ OT pa3opeHus, U Mmyo-
JIMKOBaJia CBOM ITPOM3BE/IEHU 11O MOTYAI0KMHOM IICEBIOHMMOB. HecMOTpst Ha BCIO 3Ty JIMXOpaa0d-
HYIO JICSATeJIbHOCTb, B HACTOSIIIIEE BpeMsI U3aTeNIbCTBY «OyKEeHXEPCT» CHOBA IPO3UJI0 OAHKPOTCTBO, U
TOJIBKO JIABOYKA HAITPOTUB MOIJIa ToMoub PJiopeHc ynepkaTbes Ha IUIaBy elI€ MOoJITopa-ABa Mecslia.

— Ecmu 611 51 Moriia, 1 61 IOMoTIa Tede, — mpousHeciaa Mepcu. — Ho ceituac, korma «JIubep
MyHau» He IPUHOCUT MOYTH HUKAKUX JOXOJIOB, 5 caMa €Ba B COCTOSIHUM ILJIATUTD 32 apeH/Ly.

dopeHc ocenuTeNIbHO YIBIOHYIACh, B3sila MepcH 3a TJIeur U MOLeJIOBaNA MOAPYTY B IIEKY.

— $1 GBI BCE paBHO HIUETO OT TeOs He B3siia. — JIyKaBo MpHIIy puBIINCEH, PIopeHC cierka yibio-
HyJack. — Pa3Be uto 6e3 TBoero BegoMa. — JleByIika Top;kecTBylomie nokasaia Mepcu Jlyy UCTUHBI,
KOTOPYIO HE3aMETHO Bbly/lMJIa U3 KapMaHa e€ nanpro. OHa napy pa3 kauHyJja Jlymy B nmasjisliax, Kak
MasiTHUK, JIepXka e€ 3a pyuKy, 1 otaana oopatHo Mepcu.

Ta paccessHHO B3BeCHIIa Uy/IECHYIO BEIIUILYy Ha JIAJOHH U CyHYJIa OOpPaTHO B KApMaH.

— Pa3Be He y MeH# TyT pernyTauusi BOPUILIKU?
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— Taxénple BpemeHa criocoOOCTBYIOT PA3BUTHUIO AyPHBIX PUBBIYEK.

— Ecnu npupércs coBceM Tyro, s Mo-IpekHeMY CMOTy ITpojarth e€. B camom KkpaiiHeM cityvae.

— YT0 yrogHo, TOJIBKO HE KHUTY BasieHTrHa, — moHuMarolie KueHyJa diopexc.

Mepcu nokavana rojoBoid. Pazymeercs, oHa yHacieioBajla KHUKHYIO JIaBKY, U, pa3yMeercs,
OHAa 3aHMMaJIach POJaKel KHUT, KOTOPbIE OCTAIMCh B HeH nocsie cMepty Banentuna. Ho ogHo neno
— riepeaBaTh HECKOJIBKO KHUT B JIeHb Ha OepeXHOe NonevYeHue Ipyrux Ouomo@uioB 3a J0CTOMHYIO
UIaTy, ¥ COBCEM APYroe — YCTYIUTh Cpasy BCIO OMOMMOTEKY OJHOMY M3 KOHKYPEHTOB IO OpPOCOBOIA
IIeHe, TTOTOMY UYTO OOJIbIlIe HUYEro He OCTAETCsl.

dnopeHc, yHacne1oBaBIIasi CBOE U3AATEIbCTBO OT OTLIA U UCTIBITHIBABILAS K HEMY T€ ke UyB-
cTBa, 4To U Mepcu k «JInbep MyHau», MOHMMasa MOAPYTy, Kak HUKTO Apyroi. OJHaKo KU3Hb Yy
dopeHc ceituac OblIa HE B ITpUMep CJIOKHee, yeM y Mepcu: MOMUMO U3AATENbCKUX PACXOI0B, OHA
BBITJTAYMBAJIa ONT 3a jJedenue. [locne Hanmanenus TopHIaiika el MpUIIOCh MTPOBECTH B OOJBHUIIE
HECKOJIBKO HeJIeJIb.

Mumo HEMX npoexasa Kapera, 3alpsikéHHasi YeTBEPKOM JIOUIAJeN: U3-10[] KOIBIT Ha MOJOJbI
o0erx JAeByIIeK TOoJeTe OpbI3ry CHEKHOM Kammu. OHU OTCKOYMIIM, BHIKPUKMBAsI OCKOPOJICHUsT B
CrMHY Ky4epa. YepThIxasich U Koe-Kak OTPSIXHYBIIUCh, OAPYTH OOOAPSIOIIE MePerIssHYINCh U HAKO-
Hell IBUHYJIMChH B HamnpaBjieHnn «JlomOapna ®aBopuToB».

JBepb okazanach 3anepra. PIopeHc B3sjia JBEPHOM MOJIOTOK U MOCTyYaJa.

— Moxer ObIThb, 3T JIABKA YK€ JIaBHO 3aKpbUIach, — 3amMeTmwiia Mepcu, TIIETHO HaJlesich BCE-
Tak# OTrOBOpUTh PriopeHc ot e€ pemieHus. Yepes 1Beph OHa OIIyIaga MOUIHYI0 OMOIMOMaHTHYe-
CKYIO aypy: BHYTPHY XPaHUJIOCh UYTO-TO O4€Hb HerpocToe. OT najbleB HOT JO KOPHEN BOJIOC O KOXke
noOesxaad MypamiKu.

W3HyTpu mocnielancs CKpexeT OTOABUIaeéMoro 3acoBa, M JIBepb NpUOTKpbulach. CHavasa
Mepcu nokaszanock, U4TO 32 HE HUKOTO HET; IOTOM OHA IepeBesia B3I/ HUKE U YBUZAEIA CyXoe
CTapylleybe JIUYMKO, MOKPHITOE MUITMEHTHBIMU ITSTHAMU U MOPIIMHAMM, CJIOBHO JPEBHUI KHUKHBIN
neperier. CTapyxa Tak y3KO COIIypwWIa IJa3a, 4TO OHU Ka3aIucCh 3aKpuIThiMU. EE€ cenbie BOIOCH
ObLIM 3aIUIETEHBI B KOCY, IEPEKUHYTYIO BIIEPEN Uepes TUIeUO U CIYCKABIIYIOCS HIKE TOsICa.

— Ilokynaere uinm npogaére? — COpoCcKiIa OHA XPUILIBIM FOJIOCOM.

— IIponaém, — oreetmiia ®ropenc. — JJoOpwIi IeHb, MOE WM. . .

— JlypHble HBIHYE BpeMeHa, — repeduia e€ ctapyxa. — Bce TObKO M XOTAT, 4TO MpoJaBaTh, a
TMOKYTIaTh HUKTO HE MOKymaeT. LIeHbI-To mon3yT BHU3, cpa3y BaMm roBopio. 3axoauth Oynere? Bynere
MOKa3bIBaTh, YTO TaM Yy Bac?

Mepcu TkHYy/1a PriopeHc B OOK U 3aTpsiciia rOJIOBOM.

Opnnako ®nopeHc He oOpaTria Ha 3TO BHUMAHUS 1 IIPOU3HECA!

— HenpemenHo.

Crapyxa uzgaa 3ByK, OTJAIEHHO HAIOMUHABLINI XUXUKAHbE, U OTCTYIUIIA, IIPOITyCKast UX B
naBky. Co BceX CTOPOH AEBYIIEK OOBSIT TSKEBIM KHUKHBIA TyX — MOYTH Kak B «JIubep MyHmu»,
OJIHAKO 3[CIIHSS JIaBKa HACTOJIBKO MPONHTaNach OMOIMOMAHTUMKOW, YTO MepcH MHCTUHKTUBHO
CyHyJIa PyKy B KapMaH MajbTO U B3sJIaCh 3a CBOK cepaeuHyio kKHury. Oonoxka «HacraBienwii
Mamanm-u3-bopnens 11 MOJIOABIX PACIyTHUL> 3aApOKalia Moj €€ najblamu.

BHyTpr slomOapa mpencTaBisii coOOM O4YeHb BBICOKOE UIMHHOE M y3KOe TOMelleHHe, He
OobIIIe JBYX IIAroB B IIMPHHY U MATHA/IATUA B ITyOuHY. Boonbs 06enx cTeH 10 camoro moTojka B
TP YEJIOBEUYECKUX POCTa BO3BBIIIAIMCH KHMKHBIE NTOJKU. KpoMme Toro, cieBa BIOJIb CTEHbI TAHYIICS
JUTMHHBIA MPUJIABOK, KaK B OaKaJIelHOM JIaBKe. B y3koM mpoxofe, ocTaBaBIeMcsl CBOOOIHBIM, eJie-
eJie MOIJIA Pa30OUTHCh JBa YesioBeKa. K monkam Obliii pUBEIeHb JBe ChbEMHBIE JIECTHUIIBI Ha KOJE-
CHKaX, KOTOpbIE OT MPUKOCHOBEHMSI PYKH IBUTAIIMCH TyAa-CIo/ia 10 BCel AHe tomOapaa. Bripouem,
KOHIIEHTpaIysi OMOJIMOMAHTUKY B JIaBKe OblIa Tako, yTo Mepcu coMHeBaiach, 4To KOMY-HUOYIb
31ech MOHA00MIach Obl JIECTHUIA. B TaKMX yCIOBUSAX Jaxe He CIUIIKOM OAapEHHbIe OMOIMOMAHTHI
MorIM 6e3 0co00ro Tpy/ia BOCIAPHUTH B BO3IyXE.
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Jlombapn ocBerasics KOpUYHEBATHIM CBETOM, CJIOBHO NMPOCAYMBABIIMMCS CKBO3b MOXKEITEB-
mryio Oymary. OqHakoO HUIKOMY U3 TIOCETUTEIeH JIABKM He MPUIIIO OBl B TOJIOBY YUMAMb BBICTABIICH-
HbIE 3/1eCh KHUTH, YTOOBI KyITUTb OJHY U3 HUX. [Ipy mpruoOpeTeHnu N31aHusI TAKOTO POZa BCE PEIaio
COBCEM He UX COofepKaHHe.

— Hy-ka, Hy-Ka, aBaiiTe-Ka MOCMOTPHM, YTO TYT y HAC, — IIPOM3HEC/IA CTapyXa, BEPHYBILHCH 32
npuiaBok. OHa OblJTa Takasi HU3EHbKasl, YTO M3-3a MPHUJIaBKa BUIHEIMCh TOJIBKO €€ TOJI0Ba U TUICUH.
Omna He oOparaza HIKakoro BHUMaHusl Ha MepcH, OTHAKO Kak Hesb3sl Oojee MPUCTATIbHO pasIiis-
npiBaia PropeHc. — CkakuTe-Ka, MOsi MUJIasi, Mbl C BAMU 3HAKOMBI?

dopeHc oTpHLIATENIBHO MTOKavajia TOJIOBOM:

— Ho moii oter ObUT y Bac HECKOJIBKO JIET Ha3a].

Crapyxa yIOBJIETBOPEHHO KMBHYJIA:

— Ia, B 3TOM, BEPOATHO, BCE Nes10. HaBepHOe, ero KHUra €€ CTOUT 3€Ch, U S Yyl CXOICTBO
MeXJIYy UCXOJSIEN OT He€ aypoil U Balleil.

®dnopeHc pelnumTeIbHO MOCTAaBUIIA CBOIO TSIKETYIO CYMKY Ha IMpriiaBoK. CBepXy B Hell Jiexkasa eé
coOCTBEHHasl cepievyHasi KHUTa, HeB3payHoe 1MmocoOue 1o casoBoAcTBy. CTapyxa MorbITanach B3sTh
ero B pyku, ofHako PiopeHc HeNMpeKJIOHHO MOTsIHYIa KHUTY K ceOe. [Tox yuyeOHnKkoM B cyMKke oOHa-
PYKUJIHCH €IIE TPH TOMA, BCE C KOPUYHEBBIMU KOKAaHBIMHU KOPEIIKAMU C 30JI0THIM TUCHEHHUEM, TJia-
cusimM: «I'pad Monte-Kpucto». 910 ObUIO MEpBOE aHIIOSA3BIYHOE U3IaHKE poMaHa AJIeKCaHIpa
Ioma 1846 ropa.

— Tak-Tak, — mpoOopMoTasIa cTapyxa, BBUIO)KUB BCE TPY TOMA Ha IPUJIABOK M TIPUCTAJIBHO pas-
TJIgabiBas Ux.

— DTO OuUeHb IIEeHHbIE KHUTH, UX OBICTPO KYIIST, — BCTaBUIa MepcH, — ake eciy OHH He. ..

Crapyxa nopHsiIa JIeByI0 pyKy, IpU3bIBasi IEBYIIKY ToMon4ath. [IpaByio pyKy oHa morepe-
MEHHO TIOJIOXKMJIA Ha KaXKIyI0 U3 TPEX KHUT, COIIYpHJIa CBOM M O€3 TOTrO y3KHMe IJ1a3KH, a 3aTeM IJIy-
OOKO B3[I0XHYJIa ¥ BBIIOXHYJIA.

Mepcu u DropeHc neperisiHyIuCh.

— Bynpre mo0Oe3Hbl, HAKJIOHUTECH KO MHE.

Korga ®nopeHc nociyimanach, crapyxa Mojoxkuia eid pyKy Ha JioO, 3amMepiia U KOPOTKO KUB-
HyJa:

— Jla, 3T0 ¥ BIIpaBIy Balllvl JIIOOUMbIC KHUTH.

— Moii oter1 mogapuI MHE UX, KOT/Ia s OblJIa MaJICHbKOW. DTO MOM TIEpBbIe COOCTBEHHBIC KHUTH.
On 6ororBopu lioma, HO ero modumoii kauroi Obul He «I'padp MonTe-Kpucrto», a...

— «Y€pHblii TIONMBIIAH», — Mepeduia e€ Xo3siKa JomMmbap/a.

— Tak BbI ero moMHure?

— 4 nomH10 3TY KHUTY. OHA CTOUT B YETBEPTOM CEKIIMU, BO BTOPOM PsIIly CBEPXY, HOMEp TPHJI-
1aTh CEMb.

— Bbl Tak 1 He nipogau e€?

— Emé He npuinén yenoBek, KOTOpOMY OHa TipeHa3HadeHa. Ho paHo wii mo3HO KTO-HUOY/Ib
SABUTCA.

«JlomOapn @aBOPUTOB» 3aHUMAJICS TEM, UTO JaBasl OMOIMOMAHTAM JJCHbT'Y B IOJIT TIOJT 3aJI0T UX
HIO6I/IMBIX KHUT', HO ITPUHECTHU OHU MOIJIU BCETO OAHY KHUT'Y — €IUHCTBCHHYIO, OCO6€HHy10, Koraga-To
BIIEUATJIMBILYIO UX OOJIbIIIE, YeM Kakasi-mOo apyras. Kiuentam jomOapaa qaBaaoch YeTbipe Heleau
Ha TO, YTOOBI BBIKYIIUTh KHUTY 00paTHO. Eciii 3T0 He yaaBanock MM, KHUTA Mepexoauia B COOCTBEH-
HOCTB JloMOapa ¥ e€ MOTr KyluTb KTO YrofHO. UTOObI MOMY4UTh MO 3aJI0T IEHBIM, YEJIOBEK UMe
MPaBO MPUHECTH CIOJIa TOJIBKO TOT SK3EMIUISIP KHUTH, KOTOPOMY KOTAa-TO O30S THO OTAA CBOE
cepate. ITo SBIISIOCh HETPEMEHHBIM YCJIOBUEM CIEJKH.

Kauru, OpiBIIME TIOOMMBIMU, U3ITy4ald OCOOYI0 SHEPruio, He TaKylo, Kak ceplcuHble KHUTH,
HO TOXe BechbMa MolHyo0. ObnagaHue ToOMMON KHUTON Ipyroro OMOiMoMaHTa ObLIO M3MI00IEH-
HBIM CITOCOOOM YCHJIUTh COOCTBEHHYIO MOIIlb, Pa3yMeeTCsl, IPY YCJIOBUH, UTO OMOIMOMAHT 00JIaaas
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JOCTATOYHOM CYMMOM JIeHer, YTOOBI KYyIUTh TaKylo KHUTY. Toma, CTpOWHBIMU psiIaMH CTOSIIIIME Ha
TMoJIKax JioMOapa, 0ObeIMHSJIO OJIHO: X IIeHa OblIa TIOUCTUHE 32001aYHOM.

K HecyacTbio, cyMMa, KOTOpasi BBIILJTAYMBANIACH TIO]] 3QJI0T STUX KHUT TeM, KTO CKperisi Cepile
MPUHOCKJT UX CI0Ja, TAKOBOKM COBCEM HE SIBJISLIAC.

Korna u3 ycr crapyxu npo3Byyaiiu cjioBa « YEpHbIil TIonblaH», Mepcu yBuaena, kak aiuo Pio-
peHc o3apuia Hajexa. JIeByIike oT4assHHO 3aXOTeNIOCh 3aMoNyylTh 3Ty KHUTY. Ecim Obl el yna-
JIOCh BBIKYIIUTH JIIOOMMOE MTPOM3BECHUE CBOETO OTIIA M3 STOM MPAYHOH JIABKH, TOXOXKEH Ha CKJIer,
B OIPE/ICIEHHOM CMBICJIE OHA OBl BEPHYJIA IOMOM YaCTHUKY OTIIOBCKOM AyIIIH.

— MHorue KHUTY MBUIATCS 3[€Ch JOJITUE TO/bl, 1 HUKTO MU HE MHTEPECyeTcsl, — MPOJOoIKaa
BiIaenmia jgomoapaa. — OJHako 3T0O HUYEro He TOBOPUT HU O CAMUX KHHTax, HU 00 UX MPEKHUX
xo3sieBax. Ho ofHa bl TIOSIBIISIETCS Y€JIOBEK, KOTOPOMY Ta WM WHAsl KHUTA TIpe/IHa3HauYeHa Cy/lb-
6oii. [IpuxoaUT M HaNpaBJIsAETCs MPSIMO K HYKHOM TOJIKE, CJIOBHO 3TO caMo codoit pazymeercs. Coo-
CTBEHHO, B OOBIYHBIX KHMKHBIX JIABKaX IMPOUCXOAMUT MPUMEPHO TO ke camoe. He mpaBaa i, mMucc
Awmbepneiin?

Mepcu BCTpeneHyach:

— Bam u3BecTHO MOE nms?

— 51 3naBasia Banentuna Amoepneiina. U «JIubep Mynaum» Toxe.

— OH ObIBas 31€CH?

— Tpu mnm detbipe pasa, HO 3TO OBLIO JIABHO, €IIE /0 Ballero poxiaeHus. Kaxapii pa3 oH
OCTaBJISUJT B 3aJI0T CBOIO JIIOOMMYIO KHUTY, OH YacTO HYKAAJICS B JEHbIaX, YTOOBI CIIACTH CBOIO JIABKY.
W xax[plii pa3 3a JeHb 10 UCTEUSHUsI CPOKA BBITUIATHI OH SIBJISUICS CIOJA C IeHbraMU M BBIKYTIAJ e€
oOpaTHo.

Mepcu 3HauIa, YTO B YKCIIO JIOOMMBIX KHUT BaseHTHHA BXOAMIIO HECKOIBKO poMaHoB. Ompe-
AEMUTH TY CaMyIo, €IMHCTBEHHYIO, JTIIOOMMYIO KHUT'Y OHA OBl HE CMOIIA.

— Kaky1o e KHUTy OH IpUHOCKII BaM?

— M1 cobmogaeM KOH(PUASHITUATBHOCTh, MUcC AMOepreiis. 1o tomOapa. Jloau moBepsior
HaM CBOM CaMble COKPOBEHHbIE TaliHbI. JII0/1sIM He MOHPABUTCS, €CJIM Mbl Oy/leM BblIaBaTh CBE/ICHUS
00 uX JIOOMMBIX KHUTax MepBoMy BcTpedHoMy. Ha camoM jienie MHOTHE ITPOCTO-HAPOCTO CTHIASATCS
npaBabl. Ha coBax monu mpeBo3HocsT Mepeauta® u Tpomsona?, a joma, cujsi B Kpeciie, OHH 3a4a-
CTYIO IJIOTAIOT JIIOOOBHBIE POMAaHBI U JISAEHSIINE KPOBb UCTOPUUKU. VT pa30OMHNYBN POMaHBI TOTO
ke 3uOeHITepHa.

Mepcu 3aziepxaiia B3IJIsI Ha X03sIiKe JJombapya.

«[loyemy oHa yroMsiHy/Ia UMEHHO 3UOEHIITepHA, STOr0 CTPAHHOTO HEMI[A, KOTOPBI HUKOTAA
HE TI0JIb30BAJICA MOMYJISIPHOCTBI0 B AHIMU? YTo eii ObUIo Ha caMoM Jejie U3BECTHO 0 MepcH U o
POJTH, KOTOPYIO KHUT'M 3UOEHIIITEpHA ChI'PaI B UCTOpUH ¢ Manaxaiinom-TopHaaikom 7»

Opnnako, npesx/e yeM Mepcu ycrena 3a1aTh XOTs Obl OIMH M3 BOIIPOCOB, BEPTEBIIMXCS y HEE
B TOJIOBE, JIOMOAp/IIHIIA CHOBA oOpaTmiach K PopeHc, HepBHO MEPEMHUHABIIENCS ¢ HOTH Ha HOT'Y:

— XotuTe coarth cpady Tpu Toma? Pasymeercs, Bbl MOHUMaeTe, YTO HA MHOTOTOMHOE M3/IaHHE
OyleT cloxHee HaWTH Mokymnartess. JIloOMMble KHUTH 3[1eCh MCHOIBb3YIOTCS He ISl YTeHHs, a A
KOe-4ero apyroro. — Yto-To MprKUHYB B yMe, cTapyxa HazBasita dropenc cymmy. Cymma okasasnach
HEBBICOKOH, HO M HE CTOJIb MU3EepHOM, Kak onacajack Mepcu.

Ha nurie y ®rnopeHc, Toxe HEeTIoxo yMeBIei 0OBOANTD IPYTUX BOKPYT MaJIblid, YUTAJIOCh, YTO
el 10 cMepTu xoueTcs eie notoprorarbesi. Ho crapyxa onepenunia ee:

3 J:xopazxk MepeanT — BeylInii aHIIMACKIIA MUcCaTeNTb BUKTOPUAHCKON SMOXH, OHUM U3 OCHOBHBIX JIOXOIOB KOTOPOTo ObUIa
paboTa B KauecTBe PelakKTopa B Pa3IMIHbIX U3IATEIbCTBAX.

4 DHTOHHU TpOJIJIOIl — AQHTJIUICKUI nucaresib, OAWH U3 HaunOoee YCHENIHBIX U TAJTAHTIIMBBIX POMAaHUCTOB BHKTOpI/IaHCKOﬁ SIOXH.
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— 41 3Hato, 0 4ém BBl qymMaete, Mucc OykeHxeépct. Bol ipaBbl. Ho st Bam He Apmust criaceHusl.
Cornamaiitech umm yxoaute. — OHa OTOABHHYJIA CTOMKY U3 TPEX TOMOB OT ceOsl, TOKa OHU He yIEp-
JIMCh B CYMKY MOJIOJION M3[aTeTbHUIIBL.

K Bamemy ynusiienuio Mepceu, e€ noapyra KMBHYJA:

— Bul Boiurpamm. I coracHa.

— D710 He BbUrphi. Y He ipourpseiit. 1o caenka. OgHAKo s He cOOUPAIOCh YTOBApUBATh BaC
Ha TO, O YEM BbI BIOCJIEICTBUN MOKETE TIOKAJIETh.

drnopeHc npukycuia ryoy.

— XopoIio, — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CKa3aJjia OHa.

JIuIio crapyxu 03apuiioch 3aralouHoi yIplOkor c(prHKCca, 1 OHa CHOBA MTPUABUHYJIA CTOTIKY U3
TpEX ToMOB K ceOe. CyHyB pyKy Ioj IPUJIaBOK, oHa Bpyumia Propenc koueept. CymMma, cosiepkas-
Iasicsi B HEM, ObUIa, OYEBUIHO, HA3HAYCHA M OTCUMTAHA emE no npuxoaa PraopeHc.

PropeHc nepecunTana Kynopsl.

— 51 GBI XOTENIa MOCMOTPETH, UTO y BaC €CTh, — Ipor3Hecia Mepcu.

— Pasymeercs1, 6apbiiHs.

— W ciona, — no3Bajia oHa MojIpyry, KOTopasi CKpersi cepilie crpsitajga KOHBEpT.

Ha npyrom KoHIle AJTMHHOH y3KO# JIaBKM ObUIO TeMHO. CBeTa e/iBa XBaTajio, YTOObl C TPYAOM
pazobparh Ha3BaHMSI HA KOPEIIKaxX KHUT, BHICTPOMBIIUXCS HA TOJKaxX. B y3Ko# 3a/Hell cTeHe Haxo-
AWJIach ABEPb, M MHTYUIMS MOACKa3biBasIa MepcH, UTo 3a Hell CKpbIBAeTCsl He KOHTOpA U He CKJIAI.

— Tam, manblie, ecthb e nomMernieHre?! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA, OOpalasich K ctapyxe, Bcé ee
NepeMCThIBaBIIEN TPEXTOMHUK [loMa.

— A BBI YTO JlyMaJIi, 3TO BCE, YTO MBI TIpejiaraem?

— MoxHo nocmoTtpeTtsb?

— JIBepb ycTpoeHa TaM UMEHHO JIJIsI 3TOTO.

Mepcu B3si1ach OBUIO 32 PYUKy J1BepH, HO PiopeHe yMOJISIoIIe BleNIach B Hee:

— 41 661 x0oTena modkIcTpee coexath oTciona. MiHade s mpocaxy 3/1ech BCE, UTO Y MEHSI €CTh, U
00aHKPOYYCh IIIE 10 BHIXOIHBIX.

— Mu1 HeHaonro. — Mepcr OTKpbUTa ABEPh U MEPECTYIIIA MOPOr. 3aHOCs HOTY, YTOOBI Tepe-
IIaTHYTh Yepe3 Hero, OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO 3TO HE OOBIYHBIN MTPOEM, BELyIIIUI U3 KOMHATHI B KOM-
Hary. 3agHss aepb «Jlombapna ®aBopuToB» MpecTaBisiia coO0N OMOTMOMAaHTUIECKUH MOpTal, a
3aJ1, OTKPBIBILIMIACS WX B30paM, MPEACTaBIsUI COOO0W He UTO MHOE, KaK yOexKHIIle.

— Boske muntocepansiid, — nporrentaia diaopeHc. — Thl 3HaIA 00 ITOM?

— Her.

dopeHc HeIOBEPUYHMBO YCTaBUIIACH HA TIOAPYTY.

— Tonbko npeanonarana.

W3-3a mpunaBKa 3a MX CIMHAMM TOCITBIIIAIICS TOJIOC CTAPYXH:

— 3akpoiTe 3a coOOH JBEph, MHAYE OIATH HAJIETHT 3Ta MoIIKapa. — [loMomuas, X034iKa JIaBKU
nob6asmia: — M He mpITaliTech HUYEro YKpacTh. 51 y3Hao 00 3TOM.

— BBl 4TO-TO TaM roBopmid 0 KOH(pUAEHITMAILHOCTH? — BO3pasuiia Mepcu.

— Ecnu BHL XO0THTE OOCYIUTH UTO-TO C I71a3y Ha I71a3, He CTeCHANTECh. Sl He moacIynmBa.

— Koneuno, noacinymmBaer, — mennyina ®IopeHc Tak TUXO, YTO € e[Ba paccibliiaia gaxe
Mepcu.

— Hu B koem ciyuae, — Bo3pasuiia X03siKa.

Mepcu npuKpbLIa 3a cOOOH IBEph M BHOBb MOBEPHYJIACh K OTPOMHOMY 3aJTy, OTKPhIBIIEMYCS
niepe] HUMHU. 3aJ1 HAOMHHAJI LIEHTPaJIbHbIA He() TOTUYECKOro coO0opa ¢ BHICOKUMHU CTPEIbUaThIMU
OKHaMM, B KOTOPBIX CUAJIM PA3HOUBETHLIC BUTPA)KU, C ABYMA pAJaMU MACCUBHBIX KOJIOHH, CO CBO/-
YaThIM TOTOJIKOM, TJie, TIeperuIeTasiCh, CXOMUINCh «pEOpa» KOJMOHH. [IBepb, yepe3 KOTOPYIO BOIILIH
AEBYIIKH, pacroyiarajach Ha BO3BBIIIEHHH, TIO3TOMY OTCIOAa XOPOIIO MPOCMATPUBAJICS BECh 3al;
BHU3 BeJla IUpoKas JecTHula. ['mazam Mepcu u @inopeHc OTKPBUICS LIeNIbI TaOUPUHT U3 KHYKHBIX
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TIOJIOK B HECKOJIBKO METPOB BBICOTOM, HACTOSIIIIMIA TOPOJI, YJHIIBI KOTOPOTO OOPaMIISIITA PSIIbI KHIK-
HBIX KOpemKoB. CKBO3b BUTPaKHbIE OKHA Ha OMOIMOTEKY Mafaid NECTPhIe COMTHEYHbIE OJUKU.

— 4 Tyna He noiiny, — npousHecia PropeHc.

Mepcu nogymasia o0 ToM, Kakie COKPOBHINA, I0TKHO OBITh, TAWIUCH HA TUX KHIKHBIX TTOJTKAX.
Crowio el yriyOuTbesl B JJAOMPUHT, M COONA3H OTIPABUTHCS HAa MX MOWCKH TIepeBeCcHI Obl JII0ObIe
JOBOJIBI PACCy/IKa, OHA MIPEKPACHO MOHUMaUIa 3T0. JII0OOBb K KHUTI'aM, KOTOpYI0 Mepcu HaJlonro yTpa-
Tiiia nocsie Tudenu I'poeepa B JlaiiMxayce, mocie e€ Bo3ppaineHus B «JIlubep MyHam» pacipena B
e€ Jqylie C HEBUIAHHOM IO CHX IOpP CUJION.

— Yro 310 MOXET 03HauaTh? — cpocuiia PiopeHc. — YTo-To Bpoje UcIbITaHusi ?

— Bonpoc B ToM, /17151 KOTO OHO ITPEJHa3HAYEHO.

[o KHMKHBIM KOpEIIKaM, psIaMH CTOSIIMM Ha ONMMKAMIIMX K BBIXOAY TOJIKaX, CTalKaMu U
MOOAMHOYKE TOPXAJIA OpUTaMH. 3aMeTHB MPUOTKPHITYIO ABEPb, HEKOTOPbIE U3 HUX CKAYKAMU CTaJIH
MIPOJBUTATHCS B €€ CTOPOHY, TeMepb ke, KOT/a ABepb 3aXJIOMHY/IaCh, OPUTaMy BEPHYJIUCH B KHUKHBIH
JTaOVPUHT.

C TOi1 CTOPOHBI IBEPH JIOHECCS TOJIOC XO3STAKU:

— DTO NPOCTO-HAINPOCTO Halll cKjaj. VcnbiTaHue, roBopuTe, — CKaXKUTE Ha MUJIOCTB!..

— OHa Hac BCE-Taku MOJCIYIIMBaEeT, — 3aMeTuia Mepcu.

— Bul cirikom rpomko GecenyeTe! — OTKJIMKHYIACh cTapyxa.

Mepcu crycTiiiach Ha HECKOJIBKO CTYTEHEK BHU3, Talla 3a co0ol ynuparoriyiocs: GropeHc.

— Tol yBepeHa, 4To Xo4elb OcTaBUTh 31ech «I'pacha MonTe-Kpucto»?

dJropeHc B310XHYJIA:

— DTO BCEro JMIIb KHUTU. BO3MOXHO, HAM CTOUT CMUPHUTBCS C ITOM MBICIIBIO.

— Bor ¢ HuMu, ¢ KHUTaMu, pedb o Tede. UTo cTaHeT ¢ ToOOM, eCTIv ThI C/IAIIIb UX B 3TOT JIoMOapa?

— 51 e mMory BRIKYnHTh UX oOpatHo. Kak 310 ynaBanocs BaneHtuny.

— 3a yeThIpe Heaeau Tede HU 3a UTO He yIacTCsl coOpaTh HEOOXOOUMYIO CYMMY.

— O 6oxe, Mepcu, Hy, 3HAUUT, MHe TIpocTo He ToBe3io! Ho 310 BeE, uto MHe ceituac ocra-
ércs1! — dopeHc B rHEBe 3aMaxalia pyKaMu, Kak OHa BCET/Ia Jiefana, Bl u3 ceOs, a Ha CBeTe Cylle-
CTBOBQJIO MHOKECTBO MOBOJIOB, KOTOPbIE MOIJIM 32 CYMTaHble ceKyH bl puBecTd PropeHc OykeH-
x€pcT B sipocThb. — [lomm, 51 Xouy yWTH OTCI0/Ia HEMEJIEHHO.

Mepcu HaOpana B rpyib BO3/1yXa U MEUIEHHO KUBHYJIA, TPOJOIIKAs, OJHAKO, CTOSITh Ha CTY-
TMIeHbKaX, TIOBEPHYBILUCH K JIAOMPUHTY KHUKHBIX MOJIOK, APYTOoM KOHEI| KOTOPOTO TepsUICs B TOJY-
Mpake TOTHYECKOro 3aja. «CKOIbKO ke OMOIMOMAHTOB ObLIIM BBIHY:KAEHBI POIATh CBOM JIIOOUMBIE
KHUTH, YTOOBI 3AMOJTHAJIOCH 3TO MIPOCTPAHCTBO ?»

— J10/1KHO OBITh, 3TO MECTO CYILIECTBYET YiKe LIeTyI0 BEYHOCTb, — POM3HECIa OHa. — BO3MOXKHO,
OHO ropaszfio cTapiie AJoro 3aj1a U AJaMaHTOBOH aKa/IeMUU.

Kazanoce, ®nopeHc nopo3peBasia, Kakue MbICJIM 3aHUMAJIM Mepcu.

— Tbl He MOKelIb BEpHYTb IpexHUE BpeMeHa. Po AHTHKBa, pog Po3eHKpelL. . . BCE 3TO 1aBHO
kaHyno B Jlery. CyiecTBYIOT 0OCTOSITEIbCTBA, MPOTHUB KOTOPBIX OECCMBICTICHHO OYHTOBATh, M AKa-
Jemus B ux yucie. Ham octaércst TopKO CMUPUTBCS C HUMM.

— Temnect npuaepxuBaeTcs Jpyroro MHeHus. B mocienHee BpeMsi OHa TOJIBKO U FOBOPUT O
HeCIpaBeyIMBOCTH BlacT Akagemun. M BooOire-To oHa mpasa.

dopeHc npusIokUIa najer K ryoam:

— Hawm He cTout 06cy)Xaath 3T0 B IOIOOHOM MecTe.

— HanpoTtuB, MMEHHO 3/1eCh MBI MOKeM TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM. Benb 9T0 MecTo He MpUHAAICKUT
Axkanemuu. OHO TOpasio crapiie ee.

— B aTOoM MOXeTe nake He COMHEBAThCsl, — BBEPHYJIA X03s1Ka JJoMOap/a u3-3a JIBEpy.

drnopeHc cHSMA NUIANKY U HEPBHO B3bEPOILNIIA BOJIOCHI.

— OHa HMYero HUKOMY He CKaXkeT, — ycrokowia e€ Mepcu.

— I[Touemy ThI Tak B 3TOM yBepeHa?
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[TpuvuH ObITH yBEpeHHOU Y Mepcu IeCTBUTENBHO He ObLIO, OTHAKO 0 KAKON-TO HEOObsICHU-
MO¥W NMPUYKMHE OHA YyBCTBOBaJIA ceOs 3/1ech JIeTKo. ATMOc(epa, BUTaBIIAs B MECTe TIOCIIEAHETO YIIO-
KOCHUSI ThICSIY JIIOOMMBIX KHHT, BHYIIIAA el JoBepre. B OuOIMoMaHTHKe, [IAPHUBIIEH TYT, OIIYyIIa-
JIach NIEpBO3/1aHHAS IPEBHOCTh, KOTOPYIO HE KOCHYJIUCh UHTPUTH TpéX pogoB. ICTOUHUKOM 31e1Hen
KHWKHOW Maruul CIyKujia UCKJTIOUYUTENIBHO JIIOOOBb K MEYaTHOMY CJIOBY.

[NoBuHYysICh BHE3AIMHOMY HAaUTHIO, MepcH Ipou3Heca:

—3ITO MECTO CyIIECTBYET HE 3aTeM, YTOObI TPOABaTh KHUT'H. TO MECTO OJIUIIETBOPSIET TO, YeM
Korja-To Oputa 6udIomManTrKa. OHO XpaHUT BOCTIOMUHAHUE. .. BOCTIOMUHAHUE O MUPOOIITYIICHUH.

dopeHc 03a00YEHHO B3MUIsSIHYJIA HA TOZIPYTY, CIIOBHO TPEBOXKACh 32 HEE, HO HE TOMbITAJIACh
ylepxarsb, Koraa Mepcu CrycTuiach BHU3 IO CTYTIEHbKaM, CTYIHJIA Ha ITOJT «CO00pa» JIIOOUMBIX KHUT
Y OCTAQHOBUJIACh BO3JIE OJJHOTO M3 BXOJOB B JJAOMPHHT.

— DT0 mpaBaa, — MPOU3HECTa cTapasi X03siiKa JoMOapaa, ¥ B 3TOT pa3 e€ rojoc Mpo3Byvas
omke. O6epHyBIIUCh, Mepcr u PropeHe yBUAEIN CTapyXy Ha BEpXHEW CTyIeHbKe JieCTHHLB. Hu
OfIHA U3 IEBYIIIEK HE CJIbIIIAIa HU CKPUIIA OTKPBIBILEHCS IBEpH, HU 11aroB. — [IoMoOHBIX MecT ocTa-
JIOCh Ha CBETE HEMHOT'0, MOKHO MepecYnTaTh 1o najbiiaM. CTapuHHbIE JTaOUPUHTHI TUTepaTypbl. OHU
CO3/IaBAJIUCh HE JJIS1 TOTO, YTOOBI BHIOPAThCS U3 HUX B KAKOE-TO JIPyroe MeCTO, a, HAlPOTHUB, CIEIH-
QJIBHO TSI TOTO, YTOOBI 3aTEPSTHCS B HUX, JOBEPUTh KHUTAM CBOIO CyIbOY 1 HECIIEIITHO NepedrpaThes
OT UCTOPUU K MCTOPHHU. 37eCh He JENCTBYIOT 3aKOHBI AKaJJeMUH, CloJja HET BXOJa HA OTPsIaM TOJIH-
[IMU, HU are’Tam Tpéx ponos.

— Ho Beap 310 yoexkuine, — Bozpazuia PropeHc.

— Ha. [lpeBHeriiiee U3 CyIiecTBYIOIIUX, — MOATBEpAWIA X03siiika. — Ero co3nmanm, korjga ycra-
HaBJIMBAJIMCh MpaBuia OMOMMoMaHTUKU. OHO W3 MpaBUJI IJIACHT, YTO YieHaM AJIOTO 3ajia U UX
HacJIeIHUKaM ciofia HeT foctyna. OHU He BOWAYT, Jaxke MpUMeHUB ciity. OHM MOMPOCTY He BITUCAHBI
B cyapOy 3toro Mecra. Mcropusi OMOIMOMAHTHKY, OT AaBHETO MPOILIOro A0 JAIEKOro Oymymiero,
3aHeceHa B KHuru TBopeHusi, 1, oKa HUKOMY He MPUAET B TOJIOBY MEPENUCaTh UX, STOMY U IPYTUM
MOI0OOHBIM MECTaM HUYTO HE YIPOKaeT.

— Ho Tpwu pona 3Ha10T 00 MX CyIIeCTBOBaHMH, HE TaK JIM? — yTOYHMIA Mepcu.

— Pazymeerca. VIM pocTo HE NMPUXOAUT B I'OJIOBY 3aHMMAThCA Hamu. Jlaxe Akanemus u e€
CIIYTH HE B COCTOSTHUM OOPOTHCS C TEM, UTO MPeJoNpe/IesieHO.

— Kro ycranoBwi u 3anucait 3ty npaswia? — npogoskana Mepcu. — [Ipamareps ®enpa I'ep-
KyJ1aHus?

— Her. VX ycTaHOBMIJI HCTUHHBIN co3aaTenb OMOmMoMaHTuKu. — CTapyxa 3aMmomnyana, U Mo e€
JuIty ObUTO BUIHO, YTO OHA HE PACTIONIOKEHa MPOIOKaTh Oeceny. — Tak Bbl pemmimch?

PopeHc KUBHYJIA.

Mepcu nopHsiiach 0OpaTHO IO CTYIEHbKaM JI0 MeCTa, rje cTosiia PopeHc, ¥ ¢ TOCKOH B3IJIs-
HyJIa Yepe3 IIeY0 Ha JIAOMPUHT JTIOOMMBIX KHHT, KOTOPBIM €l TaK He XOTeJoCh MoKuaath. Craiiku
OpUTaMH MPHITAJIH C ITOJIKY Ha TIOJIKY, CITYCKAJIMCh MTOPE3BUTHCS B TPOXO/BI M BHOBB MPSITAIUCH MEK/TY
KHWKHBIX KOpelKoB. Mepcu mMoruia Obl HaOJio/1aTh 32 HOIMH OECKOHEUHO.

— JlagHo, TONIUTH, — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CKa3asia oHa. Eil OoJbllie He XoTenoch yroapusarh Piio-
PEHC He CBSI3BIBAThCS € JIoMbOapioM. Perienue 3a10:)KuTh CBOM JTIOOMMBIN pOMaH MpHHsLIA e€ MopyTa,
a He OHa, U, BO3MOXHO, UMEJIMCh BECKME IPUYMHBI CIUTATh €rO MPaBUIbHBIM.

OTBOpPUB MaJIEHBKYIO IBEPb, OHM BEPHYJIUCH B JIABKY, MOIPOIIAIUCH CO CTAPYXOH U BHILIUIU U3
«Jlombapna ®aBopuUTOB» Ha YIUILY C OIIYIIEHHEM, YTO TOJIBKO YTO MOBEPHYJHCH CITMHOM K MeuTe.
XonoaHasi rpsi3Hast JIOHJOHCKAas IENCTBUTEIBHOCTb CHOBA JIepkajia UX B CBOMX KOrTsx. [lonpoinaiika,
MHUMO KOTOPOTO IIJIA JEBYIIKH, IPO3KI MM CBOUM KOCTBUIEM, a MAJIbUMINKA-TA3eTUYMK BHIKPUKHUBAT
UM B JIMLIO HETIPaBAONOAOOHbBIE 3aTOIOBKH.

[Nonpyru mMonva UM B HArpaBieHWM BOCTOYHOW 4YacTH roposa. Mepcu movmana ce0st Ha
MBICJIH, YTO € IPUXOAUTCS NIPUJIaraTh yCUIHsl, YTOObI IPUIIOMHUTD MX PasroBOp co crapyxoil. Boc-
MOMUHAHUS O JIAOWpUHTe-OUOMMOTeKe, CKPBIBABINEICS 32 MaJIeHbKOW JBEPIICH, TOXKE CTAH 3bIO-
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kuMu. OHM ycrienu gouTH 10 Kaci-cTput, Ha KOTOpOii I0TKHBI ObUTH Pa30HTUCh B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI,
korja PropeHc — BOZMOXHO, UMEHHO IOTOMY, UTO e€ BocroMuHaHus o «Jlombapme daBopuToB»
TOXE CTAHOBUJIMCH BCE Ooniee OecpOpMEHHBIMH, — 3aTPOHYJIA HOBYIO TEMY.

— Yo ¢ tBOCH TIoe3aKou B [octepmmp? Dta Puona Pepdaxc emé nucana tede?

Mepcu KuBHYJIA, OTBETUB:

— OHa cobupaetcsi cama ckopo rnpuexarh B JIJonnoH. BeposiTHO, oHa OyaeT 371ech mpoe3aoMm.

dopeHc, Ka3anoch, OropumIIach:

— 4 6B ¢ pagocThio che3auiia ¢ To6oi B Korcyomnc. S yxe cTo jieT HUKya He BeIOMpasiach
U3 ropoja.

— 41 6bI cama ¢ yIOBOJILCTBHEM Ty/Ia BhIOpasiack. — MepcH BCE CIIOKHEE CTAHOBUJIOCH YACPKH-
BaTh B MAMSATH OOJHK JioMOapa v COOBITUS, TPOU3OIIE/IIINE B HEM.

drnopeHc npocusa:

— I Tak xotena Obl Kyma-HHOYAb Che3nuTh BMecTe ¢ ToOoi! Ha mope. Xopomio Obl HakoHeI|
yBuzieTh iipc. U 3akar, Kkorga comHIe norpykaercsi B BOay.

PaccmesiBiich, Mepcu oOHsIa e€:

— Ja, 66110 OB 3MO0POBO.

— Ho y Hac Her pener!

— JIoyXHBI ke KOora-HuOY/Ib HACTYIUTS JIyYIliie BpeMeHa.

dopeHC CKeNTHYECKH OIISeNach: Irps3Hasl yIMla, MPOXoXue B OOHOCKaX, OOBETIIABIIUE
cacapr. ..

— Y1y, BCE K TOMY UJET.

OHM yXke MOIpPOIATUCh U Pa3OIUIUCh, Korjaa PopeHc, BCIOMHUB YTO-TO, OCTAaHOBHJIACH,
CYHyJIa PyKY B CBOIO HEOOBATHYIO CYMKY M, BBITAIIMB OTTyAa KaKOW-TO NOKYMEHT, MOCHENIHsa
JnorHarb Mepcu.

— YyTb He 3a0bLa.

— Yr0 310?

— Cmotpu cama. — PropeHc Bpyuria ei me4aTHblil (popMyJIsip, B KOTOPHIA OT PyKH ObLIN BITU-
CaHbl IMEHA 1 KaKHe-TO NPUMEYaHHsI.

— JloroBop apenjipi?

— Ha, apennsl ckiaana. S Hamuia ero y cedst B apxvBe cpeay BCskoi venyxu. Ha nmokymeHrte
CTOUT TOJIKCh MOETO OTIIa, HO OH 3aKJIIOYIJI €ro OT UMEeHH U 1o nopydeHuio benmxamuna Karrepa.
N ecnu Kattep neiicTBUTENTLHO TBOU OTell, OH Obl, BEPOSTHO, XOTeJI, YTOOBI 5 Tiepeiaja ero teoe.

Mepcu Opocuia B3IJIsA Ha apec:

— 310 B YommnuHre, riae-To B paiiloHe JOKOB. YTO y HEro TaMm MOKET XpaHUTbCS?

— Kuuru. O6 310M roBoprtcsi HA 0OpaTHON CTOPOHE.

Mepcu nepeBepHyIia JOKyMeHT. M IefiCTBUTENBHO, TaM YIIOMUHATUCH TOJIBKO KHUTH, K HIYETO
OorblIIe.

— MHoro JsieT Ha3aj, yxe yexaB B AMepuKy, Karrep npocusi Moero otia pacnopsiiuTbCs UMYy-
IIIECTBOM M3 €r0 JIOHJOHCKOW KBapTUPbL. BCE, UTO OH XOTeN OCTaBUTD, OTEIl IepeBE3 Ha XpaHEHUE Ha
9TOT CKJIAJl, BCE OCTAILHOE a3l OeTHbIM.

dopenc nonpasuia cBoo GuosneToByo UIAMy. Kakercs, oHa yxke BIOJHE ONpPaBHIACH OT
BBUIA3KM B KHWKHBIN JTabupuHT. Kak 1 Mepcu, KoTopas Terepb TOXe IMOJTHOCTHIO BEPHYJIAch B JIOH-
JOHCKYIO JIEICTBUTENILHOCTD.

— MoseT, 4To-HUOY/Ib U3 TOTO, YTO Thl HAWAEIIL TaM, TPUTOAUTCS TeOe B JIaBKe, — MPOJOIIKAIA
dopeHc, KMBHYB Ha JOKYMEHT. — Thl IpeIbsIBULIb 3TO, ¥ TeOe pa3pelar BOUTH.

— Cnacubo.

Mepcu noka He TIOHUMaJIa, Kak ei cJieyeT BOCIPHUHUMATD 3TY HAXOIKY, TOTOMY YTO MO-TIPeK-
HEeMy Tepsulach B IOTajKax, Kakyio posib urpai Karrep B e€ xu3nu. [11s1 He€ oH ObUT UyKUM YesioBe-
KOM, KOTOpPbII MO KAKMUM-TO HEM3BECTHHIM MTPUYMHAM IPUHUMAJ YYaCTHE B €€ XKU3HHU, JIIOObIe ApY-
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rve TIPeINoJIOKeHU s TTOKa Ka3aIruch OECIIOYBEHHBIMU M3-3a OTCYTCTBHS MH(popmaiuu. Kpome Toro,
TOCJIe 3HAKOMCTBA C MaTepbio, 00epHYBIIerocs karactpodoit, Mepcu coOMHeBaIach, YT0 XOUET YBU-
JETHCS C OTLIOM.

— ApeHHas miata 3a CKJIaJl OCTYIAeT C TOTO ke CUYETa, Ha KOTOPBIH Oy/IyT MepeBOAUTLCS TBOU
roHopapsl, eciu Karrep ympér. — I'maza ®nopenc 3abmecrenu. — To ecTh JeHer TaMm JOKHO ObITh
nocratouHo. Tel Moria Obl MOMPOOOBATh PACTOPIHYTH JIOTOBOP M MOIBITATHCS JOOPATHCS JI0 OCTATKA
Ha CYETe.

— Ho 310 )€ He mou nieHwru, a Karrepa.

— Jla kakas pazHuiia, — ormaxayiaack ®@nopenc. — Kto Oyzer 3a a3tum ciieiuth?

— Karrep, Hanipumep.

— Karrep mbér ropekyto rae-to B HOte. Minu B Apusone. OH jgaxe He y3HaeT, €l Thl
HEMHOXKO. ..

— Ero orpa6mo?

dnopeHc UMOKHYJIA TIOAPYTY B JIOO, TPOU3HECS:

— Tl cIMIIKOM XOpolIa JJIs 3TOro Mupa.

— Bor yx Her!

— 4 3na10. — Beceno nomaxas Ha npoianue, PropeHc nouvia BHA3 M0 YJIUIE B HAITPaBJICHUN
Tpadansrapckot TiIoIaam, OCKaib3biBasich Ha 3aMEP3MIMX Jyxuiax. — Cuactimso! U He 3a0bIBaid,
MBI BMecTe coOpasich Ha Mope!

Bznoxnys, Mepcu yabIOHYJIach €fl B OTBET, CyHY/Ia JOKYMEHT B CyMKY, Opocuiia B3IJIS/I Ha
XJIMIIKME Yachl BasieHTHHA — U TYT €€ CJIOBHO MOPa3WIo TPOMOM, OHa BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO Y HEE Ha3Ha-
4yeHo cBuanue B «CaBoe», BCmoMHMIa 0 Cel)KBUKE 1 O TIoc/ieiHel rimaBe KHUru Oy ThJIOYHOM MTOYTHI.
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— Mucc AmOeppeit, Kak KcTaTu!

— Mucrep CexBUK.

Bcerpeuasics B Xomie oTensi, OHM Beerja MpUBETCTBOBAIN APYT Apyra OOHUMU U TEMU ke CJIO-
BaMM, Kak OyJTO MPUAEPKUBASCh HEKOETO IIepeMOHMAIA, TIPOITMCAHHOTO ISl MX BCTped. B rosose y
Mepcu MeNbKHYJIO CMYTHOE BOCTIOMUHAHKE O clioBax Xo3siku «Jlombapna dasoputo». OHa uTO-
TO TOBOpUJIA O CyabOe W MpeAHasHayeHuu... M To u apyroe ceituac kazanoch Mepcu HemogbEMHO
TSDKETTBIM, Kak OYyITO KTO-TO B3BAJIMJI € Ha TUICUM Mapy MeJbHIUYHBIX KepHOBOB. C HEKOTOPBIX MOP
Mepcu xuita ¢ OlIyieH|eM, 4To Bce OOJIbIIMe pelieHus B €€ KU3HU PUHUMAIOTCS He €10 CaMo, a
keM-T1o fpyruM — Cezppukom, CemxkBUKOM. Vi pOCTO MPOUCXOIAT NOJ JaBJIEHHEM OOCTOSITEIbCTB.

Komuccapy CemxBuky 0110 OKOJIO IiectuaecsaTv j1eT. [Ipodop B cesibix Boocax BITIsIAE Oe3-
YKOPU3HEHHO, JIOpPOroil KOCTIOM, B IIEpeJHEM KapMaHe KOTOPOro Topyall IUIaToueK, CHJIEN Ha BbICO-
KoM (prrype Kak BJIMTOM, BeCh OOJMK JIOBEpIIIaa TpocThb. B ero yneiOke yraapiBaaock camoodnaa-
HUE ¢ HAaMEKOM Ha yrpo3y. Y mieda JOHIOHCKOW TONUIUH, JOIKHO ObITh, OBLIO MHOKECTBO BParoB,
1, BEPOSITHO, UMEHHO ITOTOMY OH YMeJI COXPaHATh HEBO3MYTHMOCTb TIPH JIIOOBIX 0OCTOSATEIbCTBAX.
3a /1Ba ¢ MOJIOBUHOM rojia 3HAKOMCTBA ¢ HUM Mepcu HU pa3y He yAajioCh Y3HaTb, YTO CKPBIBAETCS
3a 3TOM HEBO3MYTHUMOCTBIO, TIOHATh, YTO K€ OH 3a YeJIOBEK Ha caMoM jene. buiBasio, oHa noponry
pasMBbIILIsAIAa O HEM, OJHAKO €/ HUKOTIa HE YAAaBaJOCh YrajaTh, YTO OH CKaXeT WM CAEJaeT B Clie-
JYIOIIUH pas.

Tem Gosbiie Mepcu yauBUIACh, YTO B STOT pa3, KaK TOJIBKO OHU YCEITUCh B TSKENbIE KOJKaHbIE
KpecJia B OIHOM M3 JaJIbHUX YITIOB Xxoiula, CemkBUK cpa3y nepemién K aeny. OHU Beerjaa Berpeva-
Jmch TSt 6eceibl IMEHHO 371eCh, U BCErzia B OMHO U TO ke BpeMsl. M Kakaplil pa3 1Bepb, BemyIas
B CaJIOH PSAJIOM C HUMH, ObUIa OTKpbITA. B casone mpoxoaumm Berpeun Kityba mocioB: BEICOKOMO-
CTaBJICHHbIE TPECTABUTENN AJJAMAHTOBOW aKaJeMHUM 3acelasi 3[eCh B OOlaKax apoMaTHOTO Tpy-
OOYHOrO ¥ CUTapHOTO JbIMa, HECIIEIIHO Oeceayst O COOBITUSIX, TBOPUBIIMXCS B MUpe. CeKBUK TOXKE
ObL1 TIocsioM Tpéx pooB, oqHako Mepcr HUKOTIA He BUjIeia, YTOOB OH ObIBaJI B KJIyOe. XOTsl, Heco-
MHEHHO, MECTO UX BCTPEYH, PSIAOM C KIyOOM, OH BBIOpaJT HE CITy4YaitHo.

Jlakeii B TuBpee, NeKypHUBIIHIA BO3JIE BXO/IA B CAJIOH, CIIE/IUII, YTOOBI Ty/Ia He BXOWIIU JTIO[H, He
MMEBIIIME Ha 3TO MpaBa, — B MIEPBYIO o4Yepe.b KeHIMHbL. Kityd mocioB sBisii coO0r UCKITIOUUTETBHO
MYKCKOM MU — MUP, OT/IJIAHHBIN KPACHBIM JIEPEBOM M KOKEW, MUP MAaCCUBHBIX TyOOBBIX MaHENEH
Ha CTeHaX, MMaxIINX MAaCTUKOU.

— Mucc AmOGepneitn?

Tonmoc CemxBruKa BepHYJ e€ K JeicTBUTETbHOCTH. Kpaem riaza oHa 3ameTnia mpeHeOpexu-
TEJIbHYIO YABIOKY MOPThE U MpO cedsl pelinia MOMECTUTh ero Ha Mapy CTPOYeK MOBBIIIE B TAHHOM
CIIMCKE €€ 3aKJISAThIX BParoB.

— V¥ Bac ectp A1 MEHS CIOPIIPU3, — POU3HEC KOMUCCAp.

— Kro Bam ckazan?

— JlaBaiiTe peanosokuM, 4TO JO MEHS JOLUIM HEKHE CITYXH.

— VI3 Hai€kHOTrO JIU UCTOYHUKA?

CeKBUK U30THYJT OPOBb:

— Bn1 xotute nourpath? Ha Bac 310 Hernoxoxke. /o cux mop s IIEHWJT Bac 3a KpacHopeuue 1
UCTIOJTHUTEJIbHOCTb.

Mepcu nocTaBuia Ha KOJEHU CYMKY C OyTBUIKOW, B KOTOpPOW Jiexkasa TMOCIeqHss IlaBa U3
Kuuru GyTBUTOUHOM MOUTHI, U B35J1aCh 32 He€ 00erMH pyKamu. BOT OmsiTh, OMATh 3TO CIYIHUIIOCH:
KTO-TO JPYrou uepes e€ TojoBy pen, nepeaaBarsb el CeKBUKY 9Ty OyThUIKY WM HET. BeposiTHO,
OHA W LIary He ycriesa c/ienaTh ¢ TOro MpOKJIATOro MocTa, Kak Ce)KBUKY YK€ JOHECIHU, YTO PYyKO-
MMCh, KOTOPOH OH TaK axJajl 00/1a/1aTh, HAKOHEII-TO OKa3ajiach y Mepcu B pykax.
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— VnoenerBopute MOE JTIOOOIBITCTBO, Mrcc AMOepreits. Kak Bam 310 ynanocs? Iocie Toro
KaK BBl BTOPIJIMCH B JlalimMxayc B TIPOIILIbIA pa3, MagaM Kcy, TOKHO ObITh, yTPOWIIA OXPaHY.

Hey:xenu oH 1 npaBia He 3Ha, Kak K Hel B pyku nonasia 3ta mryka? Torga, nonydaercs, ero
WCTOYHMK HAMEPEHHO TOHOCWJI JIO €r0 YIIE! TOJIbKO YacTh CBEJEHUI, HECOMHEHHO, 10 IOPYYEHUIO
Axanemuu. B atom Mor ObiTh 3amemad u Cenpuk. Vnm eme kTo-HuOyap u3 npuxjedarenieil poaa
JIooHMYyT.

— 4 cnepuna 3a majam Kcy HECKOJIBKO MecsILiEB, TOTOBSICh K OIEpaliviy, — TYMaHHO OTBETHJIA
JEBYIIKA. — B KOHEYHOM UTOre BCE OKA3aJI0Ch MPOIIIE, YeM 4 Ipeanoaraia. MHe nokasanock, 4To e€
MBICJIH 3aHUMAJIO YTO-TO Apyroe. Yto-To Ooree 3HaunTeIbHOe. YTO TOBOPAT 00 STOM BaIlIv IIITUOHBI,
muctep CekBuK ? — 3amura, Kak U3BECTHO, JIyUIIIU CIIOCOO HaraAeHus1, Kpome Toro, Mepcu nojio-
3peBajia, 4To TO eAMHCTBEHHbIN criocod He AaTh CeKBUKY A0TagaThCs, YTO OHA JIKET. UTOOBI eMy
HE TIPUIILIO B TOJIOBY MPOBEPHTH, ITPAB/Y JI OHA TOBOPHT, HY)KHO OBLJIO CKa3aTh HEUTO BHI3HIBAIOIIICE.
Ho He ciumkom, nHaue OH BCE-TAKHU MOYYET, YTO AEJIO HEUHUCTO.

CenXBUK BHUMATEJILHO BIUIsEIICS B IO MepcH, HU4eM, OIHaKO, He BblaBasi, PACKyCUJI OH
e€ wim HeT. OH HUKOT/Ia He TIBITAJICS MPUMEHSTh K Hell OnomoMaHTr4deckrie (hOKYChl. JJOTKHO OBITh,
OH CJIMIIIKOM XOPOLIO OHUMAJI, YTO B 3TOM CJIy4ae OH MOTEPIUT MOpakeHue. A BO3MOXKHOCTb ITOTEP-
neTh nopaxenue Jioau Bpoae CekBUKA HE pacCMaTpUBAJIM B IIPUHITUIIE.

— 3HauuT, Bbl IPOHUKJIM B pe3uIeHLIMI0 MaaaM Kcy u BeiHecu nocneHo rasy. — Ero B3misaa
10/l TOHKMMU CE/IbIMU OPOBSIMH CTaJI KOTIOUMM.

— Boobr11e-To 1e710 00CTOAI0 HECKOJBKO clioxkHee. Ho B 11e710M — a, MpUMEepHO Tak OHO ¥ OBLIO.

— C BamMM OMacHO UMeTh JIeJI0, MUcc AMOepaei.

— Bbl nibITaeTech MHE JIbCTUTD?

Mo rydam CemkBHKa CKOJb3HY/Ia XUTpas yiabiOka. «Hy u rae TyT “dayBcTBa, CXOOHBIE C OTe-
yeckuMu”’, 0 Kotopbix ropopuii Ceapuk?» — 3aaanack Boripocom Mepcu. OHa cama He BUJeNla B
CemKXBUKE HY YUWTEJIsI, HA JIpyra, HO, BOBMOXHO, UT'PABIIIasi Ha €ro JIUIIe YAbIOKA SBJISAIaCh KPaHUM
BBIpQXXEHUEM JOOPHIX UyBCTB, HA KOTOpPBIE Komrccap Obul ciocodeH. CKOJBbKO eIIé JToAel Ha CBeTe
YI0CTauBAJIMCh YECTU BUJIETD €€ ..

— BbI He ToponuTech nepeaaTh MHe Oy ThUIKY, — 3aMeTri1 CekBUK. — ECTb 11 [11s1 9TOTO Kakasi-
HUOYJb IPUYKHA, O KOTOPOIM MHE ClieyeT 3HaTh?

— 4 cripammBaio ceOsi, YTO BBl cOOMpaeTech JesaTh, KOrJa y Bac B pyKax OKaKyTCsl BCE IJIaBbl
KHHTH.

— Pa3Be He yAMBUTEIBHO, YTO Bbl BIIEPBbIE 33/1a€T€ MHE TOT BOIPOC?

Mepcu nokavasia rojaoBou:

— Mui 3HaeMm zipyr aApyra 6oblie AByX JieT. ToNBKO pajy Bac s HEOAHOKPATHO 1A Ha OOMBIION
PUCK ¥ TIPH 3TOM TOHeca OOMBIIYI0 MOTepI0. — BO3MOKHO, OBUIO HEYECTHO MCTIONB30BaTh I poBepa
B KauecTBe Ko3bIpsl, 1 Mepcu creianiack 3toro. Ho eciim oHa xoTesna MpOHUKHYTh 32 HEBO3MYTUMBIN
dacan CemxBrKa, eil Hy’KHO ObUIO TIOKa3aTh CBOU YSI3BHMbIE MecTa. TakOBBIMU SIBJISUTHCH €€ BOCIIO-
MUHaHUsS O CMepTeIbHOM citydae ¢ ['poBepom. Mepcu CKpeHHe Hazieslach, YTO OH KJIIOHET Ha HUX.

W nevictButenbHo, CeKBUK pa3ayMUMBO KUBHYIL:

— BbL10 Upe3BbIYaiiHO CMEJIO C Ballield CTOPOHBI ITPEITPUHSATH €IIE OHY IMOTMBITKY POHUKHYTh
B Jlaiimxayc noce Bcero, 4To MpoM301IIo JBa roja Hazal. S 3Hato, Kakoil yaap IMOCTUT Bac TOrAA.

— la, MHe npunuioch Henerko. Ho s qomkHa ObljTa BHITIOMHUTH CBOIO YaCTh COTJIAIIIEHUS.

— Bl Bcepb€3 mnonaraete, YTo B MPOTUBHOM CiTy4ae 51 Obl IPUBJIEK BaC K OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 32
cmepth TopHpaaiika?

— Tonbko He roBOpUTe MHE, UTO He chenaany Obl 3Toro. Toraa s, HaBepHOE, MOXAJIel, YTO
MpUHEecsIa BaM CEerofHs BOT 3T0. — OHa Noraauia CyMKy y ce0si Ha KOJIeHSIX.

CeIKBUK CHOBA YIIBIOHYJICS, CIIPOCHB:

— 3a Koro Bbl MeH$1 IprHUMaeTe? 3a OIHOTO U3 OThSIBIEHHBIX HEros1eB U3 «I pOILIOBHIX Y:Ka-
COB», KOTOPBIE C TIOMOIIbI0 KHUTHY 3aKJIMHAHWIA XOTAT MOMYMHUTH ceOe BeCh MUp?
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— CkaxuTe MHE camMH, 32 KOr0 MHE Bac MPUHUMATb.

— 41 He Bpar BaMm.

— BbI — mied monmimu, TeM He MeHee BBICTYIIaeTe He Ha CTOpOHe J100pa.

— A BBl camu, mucc AmOepaein? Bbl mosaraere, 4To ¢ TOUKM 3pEHUS] MOPAIA Bac HE B YeM
YIPEeKHYTh? A Kak ke Te MaJIeHbKHE YCIIyTd, KOTOpbIe Bbl OKa3biBaeTe?

— 3TH yCIIyrH, BO3MOXHO, MO CBOEH CyTH Oike K «[ poIIoBeIM yxkacam», 4eM Bbl Ipe/osara-
ere. 5 aTaKas MPOCTOAYIITHAS MOJIOfIast 0co0a, CBEpHYBIIIAs C ITyTH UCTUHHOTO, YTOOBI JIOCTATh AeHET
Ha JIEKaApCTBO JIJIsI CBOETO OOJBHOTO MPUEMHOTO OTIIA.

Brepsbie Ha namsaTu Mepcu CekBUK TPOMKO pacxoxoTtayicsl. Ero OTKpbITHIA poT MoKa3asics
JeBYIIIKEe TEMHBIM, KaK MacTh XUIHOTO 3Bepsi. Bripouem, BO3MOXKHO, 3TO € MPOCTO MOYYIUJIOCh B
MIPUNIYIIEHHOM CBETE XOJUIA.

— Ilpomuo yxe HeCKOJBbKO JIET C TeX IMOop, Kak CTapblid A0Opblil BaneHTH ckoHuascs. Ito,
KOHEYHO, BECbMa MPUCKOPOHO, HO BPSI/I JIX €r0 CMEPTh MOKHO MCIIOJIb30BaTh B KAUECTBE OMPaBIaHUs
TOTO, YeM BBI cefiuac 3aHMMaeTech. B cye 3To He CUMTanioch Obl CMATYAOIIUM OOCTOSITETbCTBOM. —
Mepcu xotena 0bUI0 BO3pa3uTh, HO CeKBUK MpeAoCcTeperaline MogHsT PyKy U Mpoaonkmt: — K
TOMY e BbI 320JTyKJaeTeCh, KOrJja CYMTaeTe, 9To s He Ha CTOpOoHe 00pa. 51 He coOnpach CoBepIaTh
MPECTYIUICHUI, COBCEM HAINpOTUB. Bbl MOXeTe cuuTaTh MEeHsI CBOETO pojia UCCIIeIoBaTeNIeM. .. J1a, s
rojarato, Oy/ieT MPaBUIBHBIM OIUCATh 9TO MIMEHHO TaK.

— BbI XOTHTE CKa3aTh, YTO MPOCTO KeJlaeTe y3HaTh, YTO MTPOU3OM/IET, €CIIU Bbl MOC/IEAYETE YKa-
3aHUAM KHHUTH? — Mepcu Hamopinuia j1i00. — Bamu [BUXeT OHO JIUIITb JIOOOIBITCTBO?

— 41 pasrazapiBaio 3araaky. TaitHy, 0 KOTOpYIO 00JIOMaITH 3yObl MHOTHE OMOIMOMAHTHL. — B3rsin
CemkBHKa BHOBb YCTPEMUJICA K CYMKe. — UTo OBl BbI 000 MHE HU TyMaJIH, I TIPEskK/ie BCEro MOIUTICH-
ckuil. Kaura 6yThUIOUHONM MOYTH HEOOXOAMMA MHE, YTOOBI 3aKOHYHTh pacciieioBanre. Bo3MokHO,
9TO caMoe BBIIAIOIIEECs PacCiieIOBAaHNE B MOEH KU3HH, BAXKHOE )T BCEro MUpa OMOIMOMaHTHKH.

[anc, koToporo cToibKo kaaia Mepcu, HakOHelT MPeICTaBUICs eil, U OHa BOCIIONb30BAIaACh
1M 0e3 JaTbHEHIIINX pa3IyMHU.

— 41 XxoTena Obl MPUCYTCTBOBATH IPH ITOM.

CemxBUK HaKJIOHWICS BIIEPE] B CBOEM Kpeciie U MPOU3HEC C UPOHUEH:

—IlpaBna?

— IIporry Bac, Mo3BosibTe MHE YBUJIETD ITO.

— Ilouemy st fOJKEH BHIMOMHUTH BaIly TPOCHOY?

— INotomy uto BBI I0BepsieTe MHe. VIHaYe Obl MBI C BAMHU 37I€Ch HE CHICITH.

— SI-T0 myma, Mbl CUAUM 37IECh TIOTOMY, UTO BBl Y MeHs B pyKax. — OH CHOBa XUTPO YJILIOHYJICS,
OCKaJIUB 3YOBl.

Bor ceituac Bc€ u pemurcs, cTaHeT sICHO, rpaB Jiu Cenpuk, npeamnosarast, 9to CekBUK UCTTbI-
ThIBaeT K Mepcu c1adocTb. B MPOTUBHOM cllyyae KOMHUCCAp XJIaJHOKPOBHO OTKaxeT eid. Vnm ke —
9TOro OHa omacayiach 60sbiie Beero — CeIKBUK ONepeIni UX Ha IIar v MpeBHUIEIT TO, YTO TPOUCXO-
o ceityac. [Tpu mbicr 06 3ToM MepcH MOKphLTach XOJIOJHBIM MTOTOM.

— Mucc Ambepaeiin, s UICKpeHHe OaroiapeH BaM 3a MPeIpUHSTHC BAMU YCHITUS U OKa3aH-
Hble MHE ycayrd. Ho s He BUXKY NMPHUUYUH, 1O KOTOPBIM MHE CTOMJIO Obl OKa3bIBaTh BaM eIl OTHO
OZI0JIKEHUE.

— Peun unér He 06 onomkenun. S Moria Ol MOMOYL BaM. ACCHCTHPOBATH, €CJTU MOHAJT00UTCS.

— Y MeHns ectb Mol BepHbIi Muctep [apruH.

— Ho oH koHIox !

— Kyuep. A Takxe Betepan kamnanuu Ha 3omotoM bepery u BoitH B KoHro. Bel cymecTBeHHO
HE/IOOLIEHUBAETE €ro, eI CYUTAETEe, UYTO OH ITPOCTON UCTIOTHUTE.

Couts Mepcu ¢ TOJKY, OTHAKO, OBLIO HEJIETKO.

— Bot umenHo — ucnonuautesis! OH Takoi ke, Kak T HOBOMOJIHbIE MallTuHbI. Bel KOpMuTE €ero,
a oH noquuHsieTcs BaMm. [llapnuH crmocodeH JienaTh TOJIBKO TO, UTO BBl IIPUKAKETE EMY.

40



K. Maitep. «Marust KHUT»

— A Bbl — Het? — CnioBa Mepcu sIBHO 320aBJIsUT KOMECCApA.

— Ecm BB moskenaete, 4TOOBI s IOMOTaJIa BaM, B BallleM pactopsikeHUr Oy/IeT He TOJIBKO Ballle
MHEHHE, HO U MO€. MoM npeyIoKEHU s, MOU UJIEH.

— Boxe MunocepaHslii, 3auemM MHe 3TOro kefath? — OnHako Bo B3isae CeakBUKA TPOCKONb3-
HyJIa 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTb, KOTOpor MepcH He HaOImof1ana mpeskie.

Oma crnoj3iia Ha caMblid Kpall Kpecia, oTomy, eciii Obl CeKBUK 3aX0TeJT, OH MOT Obl CXBATHTh
CYMKY, JIEKAYl0 Y HEE Ha KOJIEHSX.

— MHoro siet Bl IbITAIUCh paciugpoBath KHUTY OyTHUIOYHON MOYTHI, U Cevac JIUIIb OAUH
II1ar OTJesseT Bac OT BeJMYanIero TpuymMmda B Balei )Xu3Hd. Bbl MO Obl BCTYIUTH B OTKPBITOE
MIPOTUBOCTOsIHUE ¢ MajiaM Kcy u mombitathest CHIION 0TOOpaTh y He€ OYyTBIIKY C MOC/eTHEN TIIaBoi,
NpUYEM, BeposiTHEE BCEro, BbI Obl Ipeycrenn. OHaKO BaM MOYeMy-TO ObLJIO BaKHO, YTOOBI UMEHHO S
no0bLIa 11 Bac 3Ty riaBy. He KTo-HuOYIb, 2 IMEHHO 5. [IoTOMY 4TO BB IOHUMAJIH, YTO, HECMOTPSI Ha
TMIOCTUTIIIAE MEHS TIOTEPH, 51 TOKE BOIILIa BO BKYC MOUCKOB. [I0TOMY 4TO BaM — BOBMOXKHO, B OOJIbIIIEH
CTEereHH, YeM MHE CaMOM, — ObUIO SICHO, YTO s TOKE XOUY 3arloyYUTh 3Ty MPOKJIATYIO OYTHUIKY U
oTmiatuTh Magam Kcy. Bamu nBrskeT cTpactb, ¥ 9Ty CTPacTh Bbl [IGHUTE U B IPYTHX.

C nonmvuHyTH CeKBUK MOJTYa CMOTpPEN Ha HE€ M TOJIBKO TIOTOM OTBETHIL:

— Hermutoxo, moporast Most. OveHb Herioxo. [axe He 3Halo, CTOUT JIM MHE TPEBOXHUTBLCS TI0
MIOBOJIY TOTO, YTO Bbl BUIIUTE MEHsI HACKBO3b, UJIM UMEHHO TI03TOMY TaKU NPEIJIOKHUTh BaM COTPY-
HUYECTBO. BO3MOXHO, ¥ TO U pyroe.

Mepcu noHumasia, 4To cefvac HyKHO IMOMacTh B SIOJOYKO, YTOOBI OKOHYATEJBHO yOEeTUTh
Cemxsuka npurnacuth e€. Ho kak?.. OHa cienasa eAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO €M MPHUIILIO B TOJIOBY, — YIIbIO-
HYBIIIMCh, OTKPBUIA CYMKY, CYHYJIa PyKY BHYTpb H...

— Croiire!

Omna noaHsIa Ha HEro I1a3a:

—Yro...

OH mMomya nogHéc nasen K ryoam, 4toObl OHa He B3IyMasia poAosikath. [1pu 3ToM ero B3risj
ObLT ycTpeMJIEH He Ha Mepcu, a yepe3 e€ 1Iedo, K IJIaBHOMY BXody. Bo BpeMsi ux MpoIiioi BcTpeun
CemKBHUKY KakK-TO YJQJIOCh YCTPOUTH TaK, YTOOBI B Havasle MX Oecebl XO/UT BHE3AIMHO 00e3IofIelT.
B 3t10T pa3 oH oTkazaicsa ot 3Toro (okyca, — BO3MOXKHO, OH MPOCTO OOJIbIIE HE CUUTAT HYKHBIM
MIPOM3BOIUTH Ha He€ Brieyatienue. CeroyiHs B Xoijie, KpoMe HUX, HAXOIMJIACh Macca HapojLy: TOMHUMO
KOHChEpXka, CITyXKallIMX Ha CTOWKE PErUCTPaIii U MATbUYMKOB-TIOCBUIBHBIX, 3716Ch OBLIO JIeCSITKA B
rocreil. HekoTopble U3 HUX pacroNOKUINCh HA APYTUX Kpeciax M JAMBaHaX, APYTrue HalpaBIIsIINCh
K JIECTHUIIE, YTOOBI BHIATH HA YJIUILY.

Ha ¢one Bcex aTux mopeii Opocasiach B lia3a MOJIOAst JKEHIIMHA, TOJIBKO YTO BOIIEIIAs Yepes3
BPAIIAIONIYIOCs CTEKJISTHHYIO JIBEPb U NIepeceKaBias xosu1. Ha Heii ObUTo MCTIauKaHHOE T'PSI3bIO ITMH-
HOE TJIbTO, a MOJ, HUM IpocToe miathe. [locpeny MHOrOUMCIeHHBIX TTO30I0UeHHBIX KaHAeIsI0poB,
JOCTp 1 OGapXaTHBIX TIOPThEP OHA BHIMVIsIENA TI0 MEHbIIIeH Mepe HeyMecTHO. Ha 1iee y eBymiku Ha
IIIUPOKOM KOKQaHOM PEMHE BHCEJ Pa3/IOKEHHBIN JIePEeBSHHBIN JIOTOK BPOJE TeX, C KAKMMHU XOIVJIH
razeTunku. Pazymeercs, oHu uHoraa 3adpeaanu u B «CaBoii», XOTs2 UX 0OBIYHO OBICTPO BBIABOPSLIH
Ha ynuiy. Ogaako CeKBHK, 3aMETUB AEBYIIIKY C JIOTKOM, HEECTECTBEHHO BBHINPSAMUICS, 1 MepcH
BCTPEBOXUJIACh.

W Bapyr oHa 3aMeTnIIa caroru, HOChl KOTOPBIX MEJIbKaITH TIOJ TIOZIOJIOM I11aThs1. Jloporue Kperi-
K¥e BOCHHBIE Carlory ¢ KOBaHBIMU Hocamu. CII0KHO ObIII0 BOOOPA3WUTh, KAKUM 00pa30M 3TOMY TIIE-
AYIITHOMY CO3[aHUIO0 YAAaJOCh MX 3amoiy4nTh. [leByika BeIrisigena mosnoxe Mepcu, e€ cBeTibie
BOJIOCHI CBUCAJIM CIIUMIIMMUCS TPSAISAMH, Y TyO 3aeria KEcTKas CKJIaaKa, Kak y MHOTUX, ITPUHA[-
JIeXKABIIUX K JIOHAOHCKUM HU3aM.

— Ei1 Heuero 311ech fenath, — TUXO Mpou3HEC CelKBUK.
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K Tomy ke MHEHUIO, TOXO0Xke, MPUIIIENT M KOHChEPIK OTeJIsl, HAIBIILICHHBIN TOCMIONUH BO (hpake.
OH BBICTYIIJI U3-32 CBOEH CTOMKH Y MOCHEIII 32 IBYIIKON B JAJILHIOI YacTh XOJLIa, KyJa OHa yxke
ycrena g100parbces.

— BapsliiHs! — BOCKJIMKHYI OH, HE CJIMIIIKOM, BIIPOYEM, TPOMKO, YTOOBI HEe TIPUBJIEKATh BHU-
MaHHMs IPyTUX TOCTEN.

JleBy1iKa 1iefieycTpeMJIEHHO I Aajibllie, HAlpaBJIssch KO BXoay B cayioH Kiyba rmocios, u3
KOTOPOTo Kak pa3 ceiuac JOHOCHIIUCH OKUBJIEHHBIE TOJI0Ca CIIOPSIIIUX. Terneps BcephE3 3a0eCrioko-
unack 1 Mepcu. OnHako, 0OHapyKHB Ha JIOTKE aKKypaTHBIE PsiIbl 3arleUaTaHHbIX [JIMHSHBIX TOPIIOY-
KOB, OHa yCIIOKOMJIACh.

— DTO MPOCTO TOProBKa, KOTOpast MponaéT BpeMs ISl UTeHus1, — 00bsicHuIa oHa CeIKBUKY. —
B Cecun-kopTt OHU TOXKE 3aXaKUBAIOT.

[Tponasiisl BpeMeHu AJ1s1 YTEHH s BCTPEeYaTiCh Be3/ie, I1e MPOJaBaIiCh UM YATAIUCH KHUTH, —
PSIIOM C KHMKHBIMHM JIABKaMH M OnOnroTekamu. Eciiu, packpbIB KHUTY, YATATENb BABIXAJT CONEPKH-
MO€ TJIMHSIHOTO TOPIIOYKA, BPEMs [UIsl HErO OCTAHABJIMBAIOCH, TIOKA OH HE JOYUTHIBAT 3Ty KHUTY
10 KOHIIA. ApoMaTHYecKre Macia, U3rOTOBJIEHHbIE C MOMOIIBI0 OMOIMOMAHTUKH, TTO3BOJISITH JIAXKe
3aHATHIM TI0 TOPJIO JTIOSM CMAaKOBaTh TOJICTbIE TOMA M HE TEPSITh IIPY 3TOM JAPArolleHHOTO BPEMEHH.
Cama Mepcu 10 cux Mop He MOJb30Bajiach yCIyramu IMpojaBlioOB BpeMeHu (y He€ B 3arace vume-
Jach mapa OMOIMOMaHTUYeCKHX (DOKYCOB JPYToro poaa, 0OecreuyrBaBIIuX aHAJOTUIHbINA ekt
0e3 B/IbIXaHHsI COMHHUTEJIbHBIX aPOMATOB), OIHAKO MoceTuTeny «JInbep MyHu» XBaJIMIIU 9TO HOBO-
MozHoe u3o0peteHne. K Tomy xe cpeay npoaaBIioB BpeMeHH, MO-BUANMOMY, BCTPEYAIIMCh U MOIIIEH-
HUKH, MTpofaBasive Ononuoduiam He Oojee YeM HaaylleHHbId Bo3ayx. He ciomaB mevars u He
BIOXHYB COAEPKUMOE TOPIIOYKa, HEBO3MOKHO OBUIO PACIIO3HATD, UTO Thl KYIHJI, HACTOSIIEE BPeMsI
IJIs1 YTEHUS] WU TTOAJETIKY.

— Ona He poOKOro JiecsTKa, eciiu CoOMpaeTcs MpeUIokUTh cBoi ToBap B KiyOe mocioB, —
3amernia Mepceu.

CeKBUK HAKJIOHUJICS, TIOTSHYJICS K € CyMKe U TIOTpeOOBa:

— Ortpaiite e€ MHe.

Pa3znocanoBannas Mepcu Beimyctuna cymky. CelkBUK MOJHSJICS € Kpeca.

— Hawm nopa unTu, — mpou3sHEC OH, He BHITYCKasi U3 BUIY MPUOIMKAIONIYIOCS AEBYIIKY C JIOT-
koM. Jlepxka CyMKy OQHOM PyKOM, APYrOi OH YTO-TO HAlllyNLIBAJI B KADMAHE CIOPTYKa.

Mepcu Toxe HETPOM3BOJIBHO B351J1aCh 3a CBOIO CEPACYHYIO KHUTY U BCTAJIA.

— DBapepiiiHs! — BHOBb OKJIMKHYJ TPUIILTYIO JEBYIIKY KOHChEpPX, KECTOM MOI3bIBAsI JBYX
MOCBUTHHBIX. HeKoTophie U3 rocteil Toxe 00epHY/IMCh, KeJlasi y3HaTh, KTO CTOJIb BHE3AITHO BBI3BA
OeCIOKOICTBO TepcoHaia. — Bel He MMeere mpaBa 0e3 MpPUIVIAIICHUS] BXOAUTH CIOJa C BAIIKM. ..
BaIllUM. .. TOBAPOM, UTO Obl 3T0 HM ObLT0. [Tomporry Bac ocBoOoauTh nomerieHune! — HeecrectBeHHO
YIIBIOAsICh TOCTSIM, KOHChEPK HE 3aMETHJI YeMOJIaHa, JIEKAIIETO Ha ero MyTH, CIIOTKHYJICS M YyTb He
ynait. Ero cynoposkHble MOTMBITKY yAEpXkaTh PABHOBECHE OUYEHb 1M03a0aBUIA OKPYKAIOIIHX.

OpyH numib CeiKBUK COXpPaHsl HEBO3MYTUMOCTb.

— Mepcu, crenyiite 32 MHOH K 3a/IHEl ABepU. — BriepBbie 3a BCIO UCTOPUIO UX 3HAKOMCTBA OH
HaszBas e€ o nMeHu. Ecim CekBUKa YTO-TO HACTONBKO BBIBEJIO U3 PABHOBECHUS, 3TO, OE3YCIOBHO,
ObLIO BECKOUW MPUYMHON CMOTPETh B 00a.

Jlakeii, cTosIBIIMI TIepe/i BXOIOM B CAJIOH, TEM BPEMEHEM TOXe MOKUHYJI CBOE MECTO BO3Jie
BXOJIa U CIIEHIHJI HaBCTpeuy JeByiike. OHa, Ka3auoch, 3a0eCOKOMIACh, HO HE MOIBITATach CBEPHYTh
c myt. C3a/1u €€ MoYTH JOTHAJI KOHChEPIK: B CJIEAYIONIee MTHOBEHHE KTO-TO U3 HUX JOJIKEH ObUI
CXBATUTBb €€ 3a JIOKOTb.

— Mepcu, 6ezume!

CemxBuKy OOJIbIIIE HE HY)KHO OBUIO €€ TpeynpekaaTh: B TY jKe CeKyHIy Ha MepcH HaxJIbIHYT
yxac. JIMIo npogaBIyiibl BpEMEHH CTPAHHO JIPOTHYJIO, B YJIBIOKE, BCIIBIXHYBILEW HA HEM, MeEJTbK-
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HyJIa 0OpeUEHHOCTh, COBEPIIEHHO HEe TOAXOAMBINAS K OOBIYHOMY BBIPRXEHUIO (PM3HMOHOMUM KUBY-
1iel BIPOroloJb YJAMYHON TOPrOBKHU.

Mepcu puHysIach ¢ MecTa, Ha XO[ly BbIXBAThIBasl U3 KAPMaHa CBOIO CEPAEUHYIO KHUTY.

B3peiB ynapui 1o e€ 6apaOaHHBIM MEPEIOHKAaM TaK, YTO OHU 4yTh HE JIOMHYIU. YIapHasi BOJTHA
BBIOMJIA KHUTY y HE€ U3 PYK M IIBBIPHYJIA BBICOKO B BO3AYX, OTOPOCHB 32 CTOSIBIIIYIO BOKPYT MeOeJTb.
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7

Korna Mepcu rpoxHysiack Ha 1071, 110 BCEMY XOJUTy PaclpOCTPaHWICS AbIM — U BMECTE C HUM
WJUTIO3UU.

Mepcu ypapuiach 0 HOXKKY CTOJIa M, BEPOSTHO, HA HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ MOTepsila CO3HAHME.
Korna y He€ B rosoBe HEMHOI'O MPOSICHWIOCH, OHA YBUJENA, YTO B XOJUIE MOSIBUJIOCH HEUTO HOBOE.

Mo ¢orie orensi, n3BUBAsICh, MBUTAJICS KUTAUCKUN OYMasKHBIN JPAKOH — HAIMOJ0OME TeX, KOTO-
pble pacxaXMBaJIM BO BpeMs IIPA3AHUKOB: MOP/a C BHIITYUYEHHBIMH I71a3aMH M JIJIMHHOE TeJI0, BHYTPH
KOTOPOTO, OKMBJISISL €70, TYCBKOM MIAraioT Jioau. JdpakoH u3rudaics To Tyaa, To ciojia, OecuucieH-
Hble OyMaXkKHbIE BBIMITEJIBI KPACHOTO, OPAHKEBOTO M 30JI0TOTO IIBETOB, TPETETABIIUE 110 ero OOKam,
Ka3aJI0Ch, TAHYJIMCh K U3YMJIEHHBIM ITOCETUTENAM OTeJIsl, [NIaJWIM UX Jula U pyku. Kto-To 3acThul
Ha MecTe, CJIOBHO OKaMEeHEeB, KTO-TO OTCKAKHMBAJI C KPUKOM ykaca. Mepcu npuiuia B cedst, 1€xa Ha
CIIMHE HEeJJAJIEKO OT 3aJHel CTeHbl Xosuta. Onepimch Ha JIOKTH, JIEBYIIKA MPUTIOTHSIACh U YCTaBH-
JIach Ha JIpaKOHA, TIPUKOBBIBABIIETO K cede e€ B3MIs, KaK W B3I MHOTUX apyrux. [lo crvae
Mepcu 1onon3 XoJoIoK, CIOBHO JIPAaKOH SIBJISIETCS MPEABECTHUKOM JPYrOro yKacHOTO COOBITHS,
KaKOro MIMEHHO — OHa ObUIa HE B COCTOSTHUM TIPEIyTaiaTh.

[Iporpemen BbICTpe, 3aTeM BTOPOM, Oosee MPUIITYIIEHHBIN, CJIOBHO CTPEJISUIM TAe-TO B JpYy-
roM nomerteHny. Mepcu MoHsiIa, 4To 3TO CTpelib0a, TOMBKO MOCIe HECKOIbKUX MOJOOHBIX XJIOMKOB,
KOTI/1a yBUJEJIA JIIOZIEN, TOBAJIMBIIMXCS HA TIOJI C OTHECTPENIbHBIMU paHaMu. [1oib3ysch Tem, 4To MosiB-
JIEHUE JIpaKOHa OKa3blBaJIO Ha JIOJEH IMITHOTU3UPYIOIEe JIeHCTBUE, KTO-TO B YIOpP PaccTpeuBall
MOCETUTEJICH U CITyXkKalmX. Mepcu OTKpbUIa poT, YTOOB KPUKHYTh: «beperutecs!», oHaKo 13 ropia
BBIPBAJICS JIUIITh HEBPA3yMUTEJIHHBIN X PHII.

KyTkas IpakoHbsi MOp/ia MOBEPHY/IACh B €€ HAIPABJIECHUM U YBUjENA €€ Jiekalleld nocpeau
OIPOKUHYTON MeOEJIH.

VY npakoHa ObUTH COBEPIIEHHO JKMBbIE IJ1a3a.

OHa pazmmunia BIaXHbIN OJIECK BEPTUKAIBHBIX 3MEMHBIX 3PAYKOB, IMOJparuBaHue BEK U OITy-
THJIA XKaHOE KeJIaHUe YyJI0BHUIIA J00PaThCs 10 €€ MBICTICH.

Pazpanuce emié BuicTpesbl, eme HECKOJIBKO YeIOBEK YAy Ha MoJI, B TOM YMCIIe JIaKeH, AeKy-
puBIIMK y Bx0oAa B caioH Kiry0a rmocioB, Tak ckas3arb, OKOJIO CBOETO MOCIEAHEro 0acTHOHA.

Ubs-To pyka yxBaruia Mepcu 3a JokoTb. OHa 06epHynack. 1o 661 Puneac CekBUK C pac-
cey€HHbIM J100M. [0 ero smity, Kak mpuuymMBas 60eBasi packpacka, CTpyWKamMH CTeKala KPOBb.
Ero ryOsl 111eBe/IMIMCh, OH YTO-TO MBITAJICS OOBSICHUTh MepcH, OJJHAKO €ro CJIOBA JOXOIMIIHN JI0 e€
CO3HaHUs1 JUIIb 0OphIBOYHO. CelKBUK TMOJCYHYJI JEBYIIKE €€ CepAevHyI0 KHUTY — OHa MHCTHHK-
THBHO yXBaTHUJIaCh 32 HE€, U B 3TOT MOMEHT JIEHCTBUTEILHOCTh OOPYIIIIIACH HA HeE HarogoOne BTO-
oW B3PLIBHOU BOJIHBI.

JpakoH ucue3. BMecTo Hero 1o XoJy pacchiajoch OKOJIO MOJAIOKUHBI MYKYUH U JKEHIIUH
C 3aMOTAaHHBIMU IUIaTKaMU U wapdamu aunamu. Vx cepo-kopryHeBasi ofiexkja HaIOMUHAIA «YHU-
dbopmy» noHIOHCKUX pabounX. KeHIIUHBI Toke ObUTH B OPIOKAX M OTJIMYAIUCH OT MYKYUH TOJBKO
TeJocoKeHneM. Bce oHM Obl BOOpY:KEeHBI peBosibBepamu. HekoTopble mo-npexHeMy Oecriopsi-
JOYHO TAJIMJIA B TOCTEW M CITYKAIMX, JPyrve BCTYIWIN B MIEPECTPEIIKY C IBYMsI OXpPaHHUKAMH U
YEJIOBEKOM B IITATCKOM (BO3MOKHO, TOCTUHUYHBIM JETEKTUBOM ), 3aCEBIITMMHU 3a CTOMKOU perucrpa-
UM,

— AHapxucTbl!.. — ¢ HeHaBUCTBIO NTPoM3HEC CelKBUK.

— Ho Bep. .. KUTACKUI IPAKOH. .. — 3aUKasACh, BelgaBuiaa Mepceu. — Manam Key. ..
CenXBHMK TIOKa4asl FOJIOBOM.
— Bel BUiMTE O71HO, 51 — Ipyroe, Kak U KaAblid U3 TeX, YTO YCTPOWIIU PE3HIO. .. — OH NpUrHyscs,

HaJl HUMH IPOJICTENIA ITYJIA U BPpE3aJIaCh B CTCHHYIO ITAHECJIb.
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ABaHrapz TpyMIibl aHAPXMCTOB BOPBAJICSI B CAJIOH, pa3/lasiach CIEAYIoasi Cepys BHICTPETIOB.
YesioBeka ¢ 3aMOTaHHBIM JIUIIOM BBHIIIBBIPHYJIO U3 CAJIOHA YAAPHOW BOJHOW OT BBICTpEJa OIHOTO U3
ywienoB Kiry0a mociioB, BMecTe ¢ HUIM Ha TIOJ TMoJieTeNa CTOsIBIIAsI PSJOM JKeHIIUHA. VI3 ero pyku
BBUIETEN PEBOJILBED.

— beictpeii! — 3aBonuin CekBUK, PIBKOM MOAHSUT BCE €Il OrTyIIeHHYl0 Mepcu Ha HOTU U
BMeECTe C Hell OpocuyIcst KO BTOPOM JBEpH, BeyIIeH 13 XOJIIa BHYTPb OTEJIs.

Jpyroit myTh K OercTBy ObLT OTpe3aH, B MepelHel YacTy XoJjla TBOpHJIach MoiHask Hepasoe-
puXa: BCIIBIIIKH, BBUIETAOIIME U3 Oy MUCTONETOB, Meuylyecs: B OECropsiike TOCTH, aHAPXHUCTHI,
MIPUKPHIBAIOIIMECS] CBOMMH KEPTBAMU, KPUKHU paHeHbIX. Mepcu He 3Hasa, HOrud Ji KTO-TO B PE3YJib-
TaTe HAIa/ICHNs: HAMa/IaBIIue LIETMIMCh TOJIBKO B TUIEUH, pyKH Wiv Hori. Ha oy Bopovasnuchk paHe-
HbIEe, HEKOTOPbIE IyIIePa3JUPAIOIIe KPUIAIH.

— D10 oTBNeKaomuil MaHEBP! — CeKBUK MPHKAJ K TPYIU CYMKY C I71aBoi Majgam Kcy, uToOsl
B CyMaToxe He NmoTepsTh e€. — Ha camoM Jiesie UM HyXXHBI TOJIbKO TOCITBI!

Mepcu yke HOCTaTOYHO TBEPHO JepkKajach HA HOTax, YTOOBI MPUTHYBIIKCH TOCIEIOBATh 32
CeKBUKOM MUMO OI'POMHOTO OTKPBITOTO KAMHHA, B KOTOPOM MpATAJIACh Mapa, OfIeTast C UTOJIOUYKH, U
JaJjibllie B CTOPOHY JIBEPU B KOPUJIOP, IPOYb U3 CAJIOHA, B KOTOPOM 1A O)KECTOUYEHHAS TTEPecTpeKa.

Onu nouT JOOPaIKCh IO IBEPH, KOTJa KTO-TO U3 aHApXHUCTOB y3HAN CellKBUKA.

— 310 (bapaoH! — 3aBONWIT OWH U3 MyXUHWH. — [ 7TaBHBIN (hapaoH cOOCTBEHHOU MEePCOHO !

[NoBunysice uaTyMIIMKM, Mepcu OpocHiIach Ha TOJ 32 J0JI0 CEKYHIbI IO TOTO, KaK Mo3aau Heé
nporpemenH jBa BoicTpena. OnuH u3 HuX mpocBuctes Mumo CekBUKA U yIapyil B ABEPHON KOCSIK,
BTOPOI 3a71e J1eBoe Oepo komuccapa. He n3nas Hu 3ByKa, CeKBHK CIIOTKHYJICS U ynai. [lepeka-
THUBIIMCh U OOCPHYBIIMCh, Mepcu yBUjIeNa, 4To CTPEJIoK, 3aaeBmnii CeqKBUKa, MaxXHYJ JPyroMy
TEPPOPUCTY, YTOOBI TOT 3aHSIICSI KOMUCCAPOM, & CaM YCTPEMUJICS B CAJIOH, IJie, TI0 BCe BUIMMOCTH,
pasropenach HelIyToYHast OMTBA MEXIy NocaaMu M TeppopuctaMu. OT3BYKH yAapHBIX BOJIH, BblIe-
TaBIINE HAPYKY, OMPOKUIBIBAIIM YIEJIEBIINX U MPUUUHSIIN OOJIb PAaHEHBIM JaXe 3/1eCh, B XOJLIE.

— CemxBuk! — no3asa Mepcu H, OIJISIHYBIIMChH Yepe3 IJIed0, YBHUIEa, YTO KOMUCCAP JIKUT
Ha TpeKHEM MeCTe B TOW e 103e, B KOTOPOHW yIasl: BEpPOSITHO, €ro paHa Obula TsoKelee, YyeM ei
MOKa3aJI0Ch.

AHapxuCT B Macke MpuOIMKacs, Ha XOy nepe3apsikast OapadaH CBOEro peBosibBepa. 3a ero
CIIMHOM y/apHasi BOJTHa PACKOJIONA CTEHY CaJloHa, CJIOBHO YEpPHAsST MOJIHUS.

Mepcu packpsbuia CBOIO cepfieuHylo KHUry. OMH U3 JIMCTOB Ha Pa3BOPOTE HEMEAJIEHHO BbITS-
HYJICSI B CTPYHKY M pacra’jicsi Ha JjBa cJI0si, OOHaxasi OTHEHHYIO TaiiHomuch. CBeT, MagaBIIni U3 CTpa-
HUYHOTO Cep/lla, MoAparnBajl nepeinuBasch. Y Mepcu XBaTuiio Obl CHJT HANIPABHUTh YIAPHYIO BOJTHY
Ha WX TpecienoBaresis U 0e3 MOMOIIY CepAeYHON KHWUTY, OJHAKO OHA PelInjia BOCIONIb30BAThHCS
€ro MUHYTHBIM 3aMeIaTeIbCTBOM, YTOOBI YCHJITh CBOIO OOOPOHY. YapHasi BOJIHA yparaHoM Hajie-
TeJla Ha aHAPXHUCTa, TOJIBKO YTO 3aXJIONMHYBIIEro OapadaH cBoero peposibBepa. OUeBUAHO, OH JIHIIb
B MOCJIEIHUI MOMEHT TIOHSUI, YTO Ha HEro HaJIBUTAETCs, — €ro IV1a3a B MPOpPe3sAX MACKU PaCIIUpH-
JIMCh OT yKaca, yAapHasi BOJIHA MIOJXBATHJIA €r0 M C HEMMOBEPHO! CHJION IIBBIPHYJIA 00 CTEHY PSAOM
C IBEpBIO, BEAYIEH B caJIOH. Mepcu HeNMpOM3BOIbHO BCKPUKHYJIA, TOYYBCTBOBAB XPYCT €r0 MO3BO-
HOYHHMKA, KaK OyATO OHa COOCTBEHHBIMH PYKaMU Pa3MO3KIJIA €ro TeJIO O KUPIHYH.

Yenosek, nenmBiimiics B He€ 1 Cel)KBUKa IEPBbIM, HO IIPOMAaXHYBILHICS, BHICKOYHJI U3 CAJIOHA
¥ TIOCTIEIINT K CBOEMY TIOCTPAaBIIEMy COPaTHUKY. [ HEBHO BCKPUKHYB, OH OOEpHYJICSI M OTKPBLUI 110
HUM OroHb. Mepcu Bo3BelIa Mesk/1y COOOM M CTPEIKOM HEITPOHUIAEMYIO BO3IYIIHYIO CTEHY, OTHAKO,
KOTJIa OH TIOMBITAJICS €€ MPeooyieTh, OHA TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OH TOXe O0JazaeT aypor Oudmo-
MaHTa. [louemy ke OH He MCONB30BAI CBOM criocoOHOCTH? EnuHCTBEHHOE 00BSICHEHUE, KOTOpOe
MPUIILIO B TOJIOBY MepcH, — OH He XOTell, YTOObI KTO-TO, KpOME MPHUCYTCTBOBABIIKX B XOJUIe OMO-
JIMOMAHTOB, JIOTA/IAJICSI, YTO OH HE IMPOCTON aHAPXUCT.

Emy He motpeOyeTcss MHOTO BpeMeHH, YTOOBI MPEooNeTh €€ 3alluTHYI0 cTeHy. Y MepcH B
3amace UMeJIoCh BCErO HECKOJIbKO MUHYT.
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[NomareiBasich, OHa BCKOUMIIA Ha HOTH, Opocuiack K CelKBUKY, KOTOPBIN, OYEBUIHO, TOJIBKO
YTO OYHYJICS, ¥ TIOTsIHYJA ero BBepX. CeKBUK, MOX0XKe, MPeObIBAJT B IIOKOBOM COCTOSIHUHM, U3 Oe/ipa
CTPyWJIaCh KPOBb, HO TUTAHMUYECKMM YCHUJIMEM BOJIM €My yIaJIOCh BCTaTh, onupasick Ha Mepcu. [Toa-
HBIPHYB TI071 €r0 TIPaByl0 PyKy, OHa TIOMOIJIa €My MPeoiosIeTh MOCIeAHNE METphI 1O JBepH. JIeBoit
PYKOH OH CYJOPOXHO MpHKUMa K cede CyMKy Mepcu.

— Yero onu xotAAT? — cripocuia Mepcu.

— D10 OYHTOBIIMKH, MPOTECTYIOIIME TPOTUB AJJAMaHTOBOW akageMuu. Wmm xe. ..

— Wnu xe uto?

OH s1BHO coOMpaJICs YTO-TO 100aBUTh, HO TIOTOM TOJIBKO MOJTYa MOKa4asl FOJIOBOM.

Mepcu ¢ koMuccapoM ObLTM SIBHO HE €IMHCTBEHHBIMU KEJAIONMMHU M30eXKaTh OMaCHOCTH
TaKUM IMyTEM: JIBepb, 10 KOTOPOW OHHM HAKOHEIl JOOpaCh, OKa3alach OTKPHITOW. 3a Hell oOHapYy-
JKUJICS BRICOKUI KOPUIOP, KOTOPBIN BEN B pectopansl mpu «CaBoe». Kopraop ObuUT BUIOKEH YEPHBIM
1 OeJIbIM MpaMOpPOM, TOYHO TaKMM 3Ke, KaK B XOJUIe, BJOJIb CTEH CTOSTM BUTPUHBI C I0BEIMPHBIMU
U3JeTUsAMU, 3a0paHHBIC B PEIIETKU.

CenXBUK KUBHYJI B HallpaBJIeHUX Y3KOH IBEpH, BeLyllel U3 KOpUIopa KyJa-To B CTOPOHY:

— Tyna! Ham HyXHO BBIOpaThCSl M3 TOCTEBBIX MTOMEILCHUH OTells !

He nporecrys, Mepcu nosesia komuccapa K JBEpH, OKPYKEHHOM JI€PEBSIHHBIMU TAHEJISIMU.

— Kyna noneascs Bam tenoxpanutens? Korna oH HyXeH, ero u cjej mpocTbut!

— 7Kn€r B Kapere 3a oTesieM.

Ecmum [laprnvx He ObUT IITyX KaK TETepeB, OH YKe YCIeN YCIbIIATh BHICTPEIbI, Pa3aBaBIINeCs B
oTeJie; BO3MOXHO, B 3TY MUHYTY OH CIIEIIIIJI Ha MOMOIIb cBoeMy Iiedpy. O6srayHo Mepcu npeanoyn-
TaJla He TMOMaaThCs eMy Ha I71a3a, OJHAKO ceiuac oHa Okl 00paoBasiachk oot momorm. Ha ceoém
ruiede oHa npotania CekBUKa Yepe3 yKa3aHHYI0 UM JBEpb B HEMIPUTSI3ATENIbHBIN KOPUIOP, SIBHO
MpeiHa3HaYE€HHBIN TOJIBKO IS IEPCOHANA, KOTJa B XOJUIE 32 X CIIMHAMU MTPOH3UTEIHHO 3aCBUCTEIH
nonureickre. Cpasy rocre 3Toro 4to-To AyIIepa3auparoiie 3aTpemaio, Kak OyaTo 3a IepBbIM B3phl-
BOM TIOCJIEJOBAJI BTOPOM, CTEHBI OTeJIsI 33APOKAIHI, CO CTEH KOPUIOPA MOCHITIAIAch MTYyKaTypKa.

— Haunpiue! — kpukHy1 Ce1kKBUK.

— Ho pa3Be 310 He Bamu mogu?

— 41 GBI ipeAroUYEn HU BO UTO HEe BBS3BIBAThCA. He ceiiuac, Korja mocyie/iHss 171aBa y MeHsI B
pykax!

Mepcu MenbKOM B3IIIsSIHYIIA Ha Oy THUIKY, KOTOpYI0 CeIKBHK MO-TIPEKHEMY IPHKUMAT K TPYIH
— HEXHO, KaK HOBOPOXIEHHOTO MJIAJIEHIIA, KM3Hb KOTOPOTO HY)KHO COXPAaHHTh BO UTO Obl TO HU
crasio. B KoHIIe Kopuaopa ObUI0 HECKOJIBKO CTYTIEHEK, KOTOpPhIe BEJIM BHU3 K IBYCTBOPYATON MeTa-
myeckont eepu. Kazanock, CeIKBUK MPEBOCXOAHO OPUEHTUPYETCS B 3aKOY/IKaxX oTesisl. OHM MOUTH
n00pach 0 MOCIIeHEN CTYNeHbKH, KOT/Ia 03311 HUX pa3falicsl TPECK — CIyKeOHast Bepb, B KOTO-
PYIO OHM CBEPHYJIY, pacliaxHyJ1ach, M Ubs-TO (PUTypa PUHYJIACh 32 HUIMU B TIOTOHIO.

Mepcu xotena 3aroponutb codoit CemkBHUKa, OHAKO MX MpeciefoBaTesb OKa3aics He KeM
uHbIM, Kak [Haprmaom. Ero nuio u Hakuaka ObUTH UCTIAUKAHbI CaXkel 1 3a0phI3raHbl KPOBBIO; BEPO-
SITHO, B TIOMCKAX XO35IMHA OH MPOOUBaJICS yepe3 Bech X0ul. OH pa3MalincTo 3amarai o KOpuaopy,
Haronsisl ux. Cepaute MepcH cyIopoKHO KOJIOTUIIOCh, KAKOe-TO MTHOBEHHE OHa COMHEBaJIach, Bpar
um Hlaprnvn v npyr. Jorxnas ux, [apnvx KMBHYI el ¥ IepexBaTHII KOMECCapa, KOTOPBIN B pyKax
y CBOETO JIOBEPEHHOro BHe3armHoO 0OMsIK. Kazanock, CHITbl COBEPIIIEHHO MOKUHYJIU €ro.

— Buus! — npukazain et llapnun. — OTtkpoiite!

Mepcu He HpaBWJICS €ro TOH, HO OHa 3a0exkana BHepél, OTOABHHY/IA 00a 3acoBa C JIBEPU U
TOJIKHYJA TSDKENBIE METAITMYECKUEe CTBOPKH Hapyxky. [lepen Hell OTKpbUICS MepeysioK: BepOsiTHO,
OHH JOOPAITUCH JI0 CITYKeOHOTO BXOJ1a, KOTOPBIM IMOJTb30BAJIMCH MTOCTABIIMKHY OTeds1. [1o 06enm cTtopo-
HaM TEMHOT'O U Y3KOTO MepeyJIka BO3BbILIAIUCH (hacajibl BLICOTOW B CEMb-BOCEMb Taken. 13 Mycop-
HBIX OAKOB MaxJIO THUJIBIMH MPOIYKTaMU. BBICTpesbl U KPUKHU U3 XOJUIa CIofa He JOHOCHIIUCH; JIakKe
CBUCTKHM TOJIMIIENCKUX TOHY/IM B TOPOJICKOM IIIyMe U Tijiecke Boj Tem3bl.
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Kapera CemxBrKa %/1ajia X BCEro B HECKOIbKUX marax. JlomkHo ObITh, [llapnua ocTaBun eé
3[IeCh | TIPOIIEN K TIapaJHOMy BXOAY B OTeJNb, YTOOBI HAOIOAATh 32 XO3MHOM 4Yepe3 CTeKJISTHHbIC
neepu. OueBUIHO, HamaJIeHUe 3acTajjo ero Tak ke BPACIUIOX, KaK M OCTaJIbHBIX CBUIETENIEN KaTa-
cTpobl B XOJIJIe ¥ Ha OJTM3JIeKaIIeH yiulie.

Henonro nymas, [llapnva noaxeaTti KOMUCcapa Ha pyKd, Kak peOEHKa, ¥ TIOHEC ero B KapeTy.
Ero Tskénple marm 3XoM OTIaBAJIMCh OT CTEH MEPEYIIKa.

— Otkponite aBeps!

Mepcu pacniaxHysia JBepIly KapeThl U 3ajie3/ia BHYTpPb, YTOOBI TOMOYb MOYJOOHEe YCTPOUTh
CemxBuKka. Bputo ObI TIPOIIE TAIIUTH €ro, eCI Obl OH XOTh HA MUHYTY BBIITYCTHJI U3 PYK CYMKY C
Oy TBIIKOH, OTHAKO TOT MO-TPEKHEMY TIPUKUMAIT €€ K TPy/Id, Kak OyITO OT ITOTO 3aBUCENIA €TO KU3Hb.

[Mapnva Ha MrHOBEHME 3aK0JeOaICs, CTOUT JIM JIOBEPATH 3I0POBbEe XO35IMHA HATJION JICBUIIC.

— Uro? — Habpocwiack Ha Hero MepcH. — Bbl U4TO, XOTUTE, YTOOBI OH Pa3MO3KIUIT Yepert O IOpor
KapeTsl?

[Mapnua npodypyan 4ro-To HeBpazymuTeabHoe. OHM BIBOEM TOJOKWIM KOMHUCCApa Ha TIOJ
MeXy CUIEHbSIMH. Mepcu MPUIILIOCh MOA00paTh HOTH U CKPIOUUTHCS HA TIEPETHEM CHJICHbE, YTOOBI
st CelKBUKA OCTAJIOCh OCTaTouHO MecTa. [llapruu GepexHo nogorHys1 Horu CeKBUKA U 3aKPhLT
JBEpLY.

— Brinesaiite, — oOparwicsi o k Mepcu.

JleByliika rmokayvasa rojoBoiu, yropCcTBYs:

— 4 nmoeny c Bamu.

— 370 He Bale Je. ..

— Iycts enet, — xpuriio nepedu ero CeKBUK.

Mepcu CKJIOHWIACh K HEMY, OIIyTbIBasi ero Hory. [TTHO KpOBU Ha ero OpioKax BCE yBEIUUH-
BaJIOCh.

Cuapy:xu lapnun 3axnonHys aeepity. Kapera nmokaunynack, Koraa OH Bjie3 Ha KO3JIbl. 3aCBU-
CTes KHYT, JIOIIAAU TPOHYJIUCH C MECTa.

— Bo BcskoM cityuae, ¢ BaMu HECKYYHO, — MpousHecia MepcH, cHAB ¢ ceOs mapd ¥ TIIOTHO
NEPETSIHYB MECTO, 3a/1€TO€ IyJIEN.

CemKBUK OXHYJT OT OOJIM, HO OTBETHIIL:

— EpyHpa, napanvsa.

— Bb1 ene nBuranmce.

— KacaresnpHble paHeHUs1 OU4eHb OOJIE3HEHHBI, a S YKe He MaJTbUuMK.

OHa 3atsiHyna mapd tyxe:

— 41 He cobuparoch CMOTPETh, KaK BBl KICTeKaeTe KPOBbBIO, TeM OoJiee ceituac, koraa mbl ¢ [lap-
MMMHOM HAaKOHEII-TO CTAJIU JIPY3bsSIMH.

— [MpoknsaTeie anapxucThl! — Beipyrasicst CekBUK. — 51 ObI TOKE He cTall eTh AkageMuu qudu-
paMOBI, HO 3T0. .. — OH ejBa 3aMETHO MOKAYaJl FOJIOBOM, OYEBUTHO UCTIBITAB TP STOM IMPHUCTYIT OOIH
B 3aTbLIKE.

Mepcu npuHYy ) IEHHO YIIBIOHYJIACh, MBITASCh HE 0OpaliaTh BHUMAHUS Ha 3arax KPOBH:

— ¢ ommbarock WM ke s TOJIBKO YTO Craciia BaM XU3Hb?
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— Bc€ 310 He uTo MHOe, KaK MPOKJIsATast UPOHUS CYIbOBI, — Mpon3HEC CenKBUK.

— Uponus cynp0b1? Tonbko uTO Tam, B X0i1e, Horudna Kyya HeBUHHBIX Jofen! — B rimyOunne
aym Mepcu He Oblla yBepeHa B TOM, YTO roBopuJa. [la, MHOTYE MOMy4nId OrHECTpesIbHbIe paHe-
HUS C IOBOJIBHO OJIM3KOTO PACCTOSIHUS, OIHAKO OHU HE TIPE/ICTABIISIA YTPO3bI ISl )KU3HU: €CITH UX
OBICTPO TIepPEBSI3aTh, JIIOIM OCTaHyTCs1 KUBbl. HecMoTpst Ha 9T0, MepcH ymopHO BHITECHSIIA U3 TOIOBBI
MIPE/ICTABJICHUE O TOM, KaK, JJOJUKHO OBITh, BBIIJISZIEN CAJIOH MOCIIE JUBEPCUH aHAPXHCTOB.

Onepuich Ha cuaeHbe, CeKBUK TOMBITAJICS MPUTIOTHATHCS TIOBBIIIE, HO ObLT BBIHYK/EH
MOIPOCUTB:

— ITomorute MHe. Bbl ke Tak pBajIuCh MHE IIOMOTaTh.

[TocnenoBasi BO3HSA M MBIXTEHUE, IPEPIBAEMOE CTOHAMU, MOKa HakoHell Ce1KBUK HE B3rpO-
MO3JIWJICS] Ha Y3KWI KapeTHbIN AUBAaHUMK. YCIBIIIAB OCOOEHHO rpOMKHIA CTOH, IllapnuH naxe npu-
Aeprkal JIoIaAel, BEpOsATHO Nonarasi, 4To Mepcu NokyIaercsi Ha )U3Hb €ro X0351uHa, oqHako Ceixk-
BUK pa3Apax€HHO MpHUKa3aJl eMy KpaTyalliiM MyTéM exatb B Cecui-KoprT.

— Bam cnenyer cHauasia moOsIBaTh y Bpada, — Bo3pasmia Mepcu u ycenach HanpotuB Cemx-
BUKA.

— Her. — OtBeT kOMHCCapa IpO3BYyYall CTOJIb PELIUTEIBHO, YTO OHA HE OCMEJINJIach HACTauBaTh.

[Tpo cedss Mepcu yauMBiIsnach, UToO MOCIE BCEX CETOMHSIIHMUX COOBITHN €l yIaBajioch XyO-
0€e/IHO COXpaHSATh XJIATHOKpOBUE. BO3MOXHO, OHa ITPOCTO CTajia MPUBBIKATh K BUY KPOBHU, PAHEHBIX
U Jaxe yOUTHIX; TeM He MeHee el 9TO OueHb He HpaBMIOCh. MOXeT ObITh, OHA CTaja MpOIle OTHO-
CUTBCS K YeJIOBEYECKOW JKM3HU mocie cMepTu TopHIalika: oHa COOCTBEHHBIMU PyKaMH OTMbIBajia
MOTEMHEBIIINI TI0JT ¥ C TSKEIBIM CEPALIEM BBIKUbIBAJIA KHUTH, 3QJISIIIAHHBIE KPOBBIO.

TosbKo uepe3 HEKOTopoe BpeMsi OHa 3amMeTrIa, uTo CeKBUK MPUCTATIbHO HAOMOAAeT 3a Hell.

— Kak BbI ce0st uyBcTBYeTe? — B ero ronoce cibliianoch HICKpeHHee yJ4acTue.

— A BBI KaK qymaete?

—I'M... ecm OBl MOCIIE BCETO CITYUMBIIETOCs! Bbl 3aKaTUJIM UCTEPUKY, S CMOT Obl 9TO TIOHSTb.
Ecnu 61 BBI HEMHOTO TIOTUIAKAJIH, TTOKAJIOBAJIMCH, €CJI Obl Bac Hayasl Outh 03H00. Kpome Toro, Bbl
MorU OBl 1aXe YIPEeKHYTh MEeHsI 3a TO, UTO sl BTPaBUJI Bac BO BCE 3T0. Jla, MHE KaKeTcsl, 4TO YIPEKH
ObLTH OBI K MECTY.

Kapera noamnpeirnsana BBepx-BHU3 Ha BbUIOKEHHOHN KPYITHBIM Oy/TbDKHUKOM MOCTOBOH. YITHU-
HBIA 11yM, JOHOCUBIIMICS U3 IPUOTKPHITOrO OKHA BMECTE CO CKBO3HSIKOM, 3By4Yasl KaK BCErna, u 3To
YCIOKauBaJIo.

Kenas cmeHuTh TeMy U noazepxath pasroop ¢ Cemxsrukom, Mepcu cipocuia:

— YTt0 BBl IMENU B BUJY MO UPOHUEH CYIbObI?

— AHapXHUCTHI /17151 MEHS HE HOBOCTb, YK€ HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsl X psabl mupsATcs. Kro-Tto mpocto
MYTHT BOAY, KTO-TO COOMpaeTcsi BcepbE3 BoeBaTh ¢ Akagemuenn. OHM cuuTaioT cesi peBOJIOIMOHE-
paMu, MEUTAIOT CBEPrHYTh BJIACTh TPEX PoIOB U OOPIOTCS 32 ABTOHOMUIO YO@KHII.

— Ha, s cabluana o HuX, — 3amerwia Mepcu. — OJHaKO 51 HUYEro He 3Hajla O CTONb KECTOKUX
TEPPOPHUCTUYECKUX aKTaX, Kak cerofns B «CaBoe».

— Jlo cux mop aHapXUCThl B OCHOBHOM PaCHpPOCTPAHSUIM JIMCTOBKH B YOSKUINAX U MaJIeBaJIN
MpoKJIaMaluK Ha creHax. [a, oHu Beickazaiau napy yrpo3. OJHAaKO MOXOkKe, YTO paHO UJIM MO3IHO
BCE ke COOMPAIMCh MIepelTH K OoJiee aKTUBHBIM JeicTBUAM. U 3TOT MOMeHT Hactan!

— U B uéMm 371eCh UPOHUS CYIHOBI?

— OHM 4yTh HE HACTUIVIM MeHs. YesloBeKa, KOTOPBIN KaK pa3 celvyac HaXOAUTCS HE B JIyUIIUX
OTHOILIEHUsIX ¢ AKazemueit. — Mepcu xotena OblI0 BO3pa3uTh, HO CeKBUK MpeiocTeperarolie mnoj-
HsJ1 pyKy. — Hu 1151 koro He cekper, uto Tpu pona He B BOCTOpre OT TOro, Kak sl yIpasJisiio JIOH-
nmoHcKkor nosren. OHu OBl XOTEM OKa3bIBaTh OOJIbIIIEE BIMAHUAE Ha TE WA WHBIE MOJULIEHCKUE
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paccieoBaHus1, 3ayruBaTh MapiaaMeHT U ObICTpee JOCTHraTh HYKHBIX UM pe3yabTaTtoB. B KoHeu-
HOM HUTOTe OHM MEYTAIOT BIUATH HETIOCPEICTBEHHO Ha TIPABUTENIbCTBO, JABUTH HAa HETO, €CIIA COUTYT
HYXHbIM. HUKOMY He M3BECTHO, HACKOJIBKO AKaJIeMHs UMEET OTHOIIEHHE K YIOPHOMY MOTYAHMIO
KOPOJIEBBI, K TOMY, YTO OHA MPAKTUYECKH TepecTasa MOsIBIAThCS Ha JIIOASIX, C €€ PaBHOMYIINEM K
BOIPOCAM rOCYIapCTBEHHOMN BasKHOCTH. Tpy pofa yxe JaBHO TPeOyIOT OT MeHsI, YTOOBI 51 IeUCTBOBA
arpeccuBHee, OOJIbIIE JIe3 B MOJIUTHKY, BMEIIMBAJICS Ty/a U CIOa 10 UX yKaske. B To jxe BpeMst oHH,
MOXOKe, 3HAIOT, YTO MapaJlIebHO s padoTaio koe Hag yeM enl€. OHM CTaBAT MHE B BUHY pa30a3apu-
BaHME MX pecypcoB. PaHO Wiy Mo3qHO OHM TOOBIOTCS MOEW OTCTaBKH, 51 HE COMHEBAIOCh B 3TOM.

Mepcu npuiarana Bce ycunust, Yto0bl CeKBUK HE 3alI003PHJI, YTO KOe-4TO, O YEM OH YIO-
MSIHYJI, y&Ke ObLT0 el m3BecTHO. OHa BIVIAEIACh B €ro JIMIIO. 3HAJ JIM OH, 3a4eM OHa Ha CaMOM Jiejie
MoTnpocusIack corpoBoxaarh ero? Ilomo3peBas m, B UM 3aKII0YATIOCH €€ 3a1aHue?

Tem BpemeHneMm CeKBUK OTKPBUI HAKOHEII CYMKY, JIEKABIIIYIO Y HETO Ha KOJIEHSIX, U OepekHO
B3sU1 B PyKH OyTBUIKY C I71aBoM U3 KHUrM OyTHUIOUHOM MOYTHL. 3aT€M OH TOPOIUIMBO 33IEPHYJT 3aHa-
BECKY Ha OKOIIIKE KapeThl U MOJHEC OyTBUIKY K TYCKJIOMY CBETY, MPOCAYMBAIOIIEMYCS M3-3a HEE.
VYToMKu ero pra rnoro3ar BBEpX B TOP;KECTBYIOIIEH YCMEIIIKe, CJIOBHO OH He OeKaJl TOJIbKO YTO IIPOYb
nof, yJisimu B «CaBoe».

— Jloporast Mosi, BaM JIEUCTBUTEJIBHO YIAJIOCh Pa3loObITh e€.

— Kcraru, pa3 yx 00 3ToM 3a11u1a peds. .. — Mepcu nokazanock, 4to e€ camoo0OsagaHie BechbMa
BrieyaTiiio CekKBHKa, MO3TOMY OHA CTapajiach Ka3aThCs Kak MOXHO Oojiee HEBO3MYTUMOW. ITO
ObLIIO HeJerko. — MBI ¢ BaMU HUKOTrJa He OOCYKJaJIM, CKOJIBKO BB MHE 3aIUIaTUTE 32 MOCIIEIHION
IJ1aBy.

— Bam HezrocTaTouHO TOTO, UTO 51 0OEperai Bac OT pa3InIHOrO pojia HEMPUSATHOCTEN?

— MHe HyXHO KOPMUTb CEMBIO.

— DTy MapoyKy BIIMBBIX OPOASIKEK, C KOTOPHIMU BB JpYyKUTE?

— OHu He...

— Ipomy npoienrs. MHe pocTo U3BECTHO UX MpoucxoxjaeHue. B Hownexkax Cenr-Kuns
BUTAIOT BCE BOBMOXHBIE OOJIE3HU U KUINAT TTAPA3UTHI.

— Mosi 1aBKa He TPUHOCHUT JI0XO0/1a, Ha KOTOPBIA MOXKHO KUTh. MHE MPUXOAUTCS OpaTh YaCTHBIE
3aKasbl.

CemxBUK MPOHUIIATEILHO TTOCMOTPEN Ha He€, CJIOBHO keJjasi TPOYUTaTh €€ MbICId, U Mepcu
3aCOMHEBAJIACh: MOXET OBbITh, OH yXke HAIIEN COCO0 PACKyCHUTh €€ C MOMOIIbI0 OMOTMOMAaHTHKU Y. .
Ecnu Tak, TO 3T0 POU30IILIO HE C MOMOIIBIO CEPACYHON KHUI'H: OHA ObLIa 3aKPBITA U JIeXkKasa psSaoM
C HUM Ha CHJICHBE.

INomenyue, CeqXBHUK CyHYN PyKy B KapMaH CIOPTYKa U I0CTaJl KOHBEPT, OMSTHIN (Y4TO OBLIO
BITOJTHE OYEBH/THO, YUUThIBast 0ercTBO 3 «CaBosi» ) M TOJICTHIM, TOJIIE BCEX MPOYUX KOHBEPTOB, KOTO-
pble Mepcu korga-1moo mojydania OT KOMHCCapa.

— Hapetocs, aToro 6yner 6onee yem nocraroyno. — CeIKBHK Nepenast eil KoHeepT. Pyka ero
3aMETHO JpOokaJja, a OH BCEMH CUJIAMH TBITAJICS TIOJABUTD 3TY APOXKb. — Pajl, 4YTO C 3TMM MMOKOHUYEHO.
Mse GoJibllie HpaBUTCS UMETh C BAMU JIEJIO, €CIIU MEXy HaMH He CTOSIT (DMHAHCOBBIE BOITPOCHL.

OHa OTKpbUIa KOHBEPT, HAYasIa ePEeCYNTHIBATH KYITIOPBI, IOIIA 10 IOJIOBUHBI U C U3YMJICHUEM
TMOJIHSITa Ha Hero Iy1a3a:

— Bu1 ouensb nieapsl, muctep CekBUK.

Kommuccap ormaxnysics:

— Boi cusibHO puckoBam. Mazam Key He 3a0ynet BaM TOTo, UTO BBI CIIETaH.

Mectu manam Kcy Mepcu Gosttack Gosbliie, 4eM rotoBa Obliia MPU3HATHLCS JIaXe camoit cebe.
He cnyyaiiHo mon Bo3eWiCTBUEM HEPBHOTO OMOIMOMAHTHUYECKOTO Ta3a, paccesiBIIErocs 1Mo XOJUTy
OTeJIsl, OHA YBU/ENA UMEHHO KUTANCKOro JpakoHa. M3-3a 3Toro rasa JIoICKHMe CTpaxy MPUHUMAIA
opMy npaBIONIOIOOHBIX MILTIO3UH, U, MOTY4YasIoch, 4YTo MecTi MajaMm Kcy Mepcu Gosinach 6omblie
Bcero. [Ipu aTom Ha camoM fejie OHa He MMeJa HUKAK020 OMHOUteHUst K Kpaxke 3TON MPOKJIATON
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rasbl!.. BepositHO, Kcy Tak mim nHave Bc€ paBHO y3HaeT, uto Mepcu niepenasia 6yTeutky CekBHKY.
OcraBasioch JTUIIb HAAEATHCS, YTO AKaJEMUs HEABYCMBICJIEHHO JlaJla IOHSATH MpaBuTeIbHULIE YaiiHa-
TayHa, C KM TOI NMPUIETCS UMETH JIEJI0, €CJIM €l 3aX0UYETCs OTIUIATUTh BOPY 3a KPaxKy.

Mepcu cripATana JeHbIU:

— 51 6p11a ocTOpOXkHA. HUKTO He BUEN, Kak s Bxoawia B JlaiMxayc Wi BBIXOAWIIA U3 HETO.

— Bul nonaraere, oM Bpoae MajgaM Kcy HyXHBI T0OKa3aTenbCTBa, YTOOB! HCTIOTHUTH CMEpPT-
HBII IPUTOBOP?

— BbI xoTuTe Hanyrath MeHs1, Muctep CeKBUK?

— BblI yke nopsikoM Hanyrasbl. I 4yBCTBYIO, UTO Bbl HEpBHUYAETE.

— $1 HepBHMYAIO, TOTOMY YTO BCE €IIE Ky BaIllero perieHusi, — ObICTPO OTBETHJIA OHA, YTOOBI
YBECTH €ro MpoYb OT paccyxaeHuil o magam Kcy.

— [lo3Bosmo 1 51 BaM y4acTBOBaTh B MOEM 3KcriepumenTe? — CeKBUK C JIETKUM CapKa3zMOM
MIPOM3HEC TOCNeIHee CJIOBO, XOTs, MO CYyTH, UMEHHO TaK U 0OCTOsUIO Jeso: pacimdpoBka Kuuru
Oy TBUIOYHOM TIOUTHI MTPEACTABIISIACH SKCTIEPUMEHTOM C HEM3BECTHBHIM UCXOIOM.

— 41 6b1 OUeHb XOTeNIa MPUCYTCTBOBATh. — MepcH MOHMMaJIa, YTo, €y OyIeT CIUIIIKOM HaCTOM-
YKBa, OH MOKET YTO-HUOY/Ib 3a1of03puTh. C Apyrov CTOPOHBI, BPsiJL JIU €H eIlE MPeACTaBUTCS CTOMb
ynoOHast BO3MOKHOCTb.

— Tam, B xoJute, BBl YOUJIM TOTO MaJIbUMKa, BBl Be/lb IOHUMAaETe 3T0? — HEOXKUIAHHO CITPOCHIT
Komuccap. — Bo3MOXHO, OH — eJMHCTBEHHAsl JKepTBa CErofHsLIHEN nepecTpesiku. U ero xusHp Ha
Bateit copectd. OH ObUT OYE€Hb MOJIOJ.

— OH 6bu1 B Macke. [ToHATHSA HE UMEIO, CKOJIBKO €My OBLJIO JIET.

Kaxnapil pa3, korna Mepcu yaaBanoch BeIBEPHYThCS U3 JioByllek CeqkBUKa, 3TO, Ka3aloch,
CUJIbHO ero 3a0aBisiyio. BoT u ceityac oH ynbIOHYIICS, YCIIBIIAB €€ OTBET.

— He Oonee ceMHaauaTu JieT, a MOXET, ¥ MEHbIIIEe. AHAPXUCT-TIOAMACTEPhE, €CIIM MOKHO TaK
BBIpa3UThCA. TOT, KTO BU/IEIN, UTO MPOU3OILIO, M TIOMBITANICS YOUTh Bac, — €ro OTell.

Buytpu y Mepcu noxosnopneno.

— Bu1 4TO, 3HaeTe 3TUX JTI0nen?

CenXBHK B OYepeIHOM pa3 MOMEJINII, C HACTIAaXICHUEM BbIIEPAKUBAS M1ay3y:

— JInyno — He 3Haw. Ho s qOCTaTOYHO TMOAHATOpENT B TOM, YTOOBI BUIETh MOMOILUIEKY. — OH
CHOBA YJIBIOHYJICA, Uy Mepcu 1o criuHe 1modekaid Mypaiik. — B cBOE BpeMsi MeHsI Ha3HAUMJIA Ha
nocT 1eda JIOHIOHCKOU MOMUIMKY He TIOTOMY, YTO 9TOMY COfIEMCTBOBaIa AKaieMusl, Taxke €CJIU Bbl,
BO3MOXHO, Mpe/rioiaraeTe UMEeHHO 3TO. S IeHCTBUTENILHO CIIOCOOHBI KPUMHUHAIIHCT, MUCC AmMOep-
neinn. — OH cHOBa oOparaicst K Hel o (paMmiiu. DTO He BHYIIAIO HAaAekIbl. — 1 BUKY Jiozieit
HACKBO3b. Sl COCOOEH OTJIMYUTS JIOXKD OT MPaBIbl, TEM OoJiee JIOKb, KOTOPYIO MHE TOBOPSIT B JIUIIO.

50



K. Maitep. «Marust KHUT»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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